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EDITTON 004 [H

EBOLA KEEPS PACE; HORMUZ SHIPPING SLIDES

BACK

DR Congo adds about 460 confirmed Ebola cases a week, and Kenya's second case fell ill in quarantine.

Attacks on Gulf shipping cut oil flows again; talks produced no text.
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01 Ebola: about 460 new confirmed cases a week, and Kenya's second case was already in GOV
quarantine.

02 Hormuz: attacks on ships cut oil flows again; no framework text. GOV

03 Sudan: two Darfur camps cross the famine malnutrition threshold.

04 Ukraine: an announced energy ceasefire, then strikes on power plants. MUST READ

05 Prices: the IMF raises growth on an assumption the week's shipping contradicted.

06 Ethiopia: federal forces enter Aksum; a Tigray caretaker government is set up.

07 Saudi Arabia: a strike on Riyadh's main airport kills 12.
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@1 / THE WORLD IN 5 MINUTES RANKED BY CONSEQUENCE FOR PEOPLE, NOT ATTENTION Hﬂ

THE \WORLD IN FIVE MINUTES

An epidemic with no licensed vaccine outranks a war over a shipping lane, because it is killing about half the

people it confirms and still adds more than 450 confirmed cases a week.

HOW TO READ THIS BRIEF
The world brief with accountability. Every important claim carries a label: supported by the cited source,
our reasoned reading, a judgment about the future with its odds, an
argument someone made, not a verified claim, and [EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | when the evidence can't support a
conclusion. Key claims are checked against their source before print, and the passage is quoted with a verdict

[PARTIAL | 0PEN | Badges show what kind of source stands behind a line: government, court or

intergovernmental body peer-reviewed | PRE | preprint or working paper curated dataset [oré an
organization's own release [Press |journalism {vkT iprediction market. In Red Team / Blue Team the colors are

war-game roles, never parties. An Evidence Card grades one claim against the research: a verdict for each part
(Supported, Mixed, Not supported or Thin) and how certain that verdict is. It grades the evidence, never the policy.
Iltems are ranked by how many people a development reaches, how badly, how hard it is to reverse and how soon.

01 Ebola keeps its pace; Kenya's second case was already quarantined

WHAT HAPPENED ECDC's update of Friday 10.16 counts 9,277 confirmed Bundibugyo cases and 4,478 deaths in DR Congo, with
data to 10.14. UKHSA's weekly report counted 463 new confirmed cases in the week to 10.11, after 487 the
week before. On 10.14 Kenya's health ministry reported a second confirmed case, a family member of the first
patient, whose symptoms began on 10.13 while he was in quarantine.

WHY IT MATTERS No licensed vaccine or treatment exists for this species. Two letters in The Lancet Infectious Diseases (10.13
and 10.15) report that Ervebo, the vaccine licensed against the Zaire species, produces immune responses
that cross-react with Bundibugyo in the laboratory. That is a reason to test it in trials, not evidence
that it protects.

WHO IS AFFECTED Ituri, with 6,806 of the confirmed cases, and North Kivu (ECDC); health workers, whose union is threatening a
nationwide strike over pay and hazard allowances (CIDRAP); in Kenya, 128 listed contacts, 15 of them still being
traced on 10.14 (Citizen Digital).

MAGNITUDE Cases sit in 65 of 167 health zones across seven provinces; an eighth province is reported (see 14). Nearly half
of confirmed patients have died.
WHAT CHANGED Kenya's ministry says both cases are linked and sees "no evidence of wider community transmission." It also

said early detection and isolation had helped limit the risk of further transmission, as Capital FM reported.
EC-002 - THIN EMOOO VERY LOW / SUPPORTED MMOO LOW Neither the ministry nor WHO has said

where the second patientwasinfected.| EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

WHY IT RANKS Severity and reversibility: a case fatality near half, no licensed countermeasure, and two straight weeks above
HERE 450 new confirmed cases, up from 343 the week before. | ASSESSMENT
HEADLINES MISS The second Kenyan case was found because he was already in quarantine, the situation contact tracing is

designed for. His own contacts start a new 21-day clock, so Kenya can't be cleared before early November.

ASSESSMENT

SOURCES "reported a total of 9 277 confirmed cases, including 4 478 related deaths"” ECDC, 10.16.
"On 14 October 2026, Kenya's MoH reported an additional confirmed case in a family member" UKHSA,

10.15.

SOURCE - Ecpc (10.16) [INM - ukHsa week 41 (10.15) [[GN - CITIZEN DIGITAL (10.14) . CAPITAL FM
(10.14) - CIDRAP - MAYER ET AL., LANCET INFECT DIS (10.13) - JAIN ET AL., LANCET INFECT
DIS (10.15)
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outbreaks-under-monitoring-in-2026/outbreaks-under-monitoring-week-41-week-ending-11-october-2026
https://citizen.digital/article/kenya-confirms-second-ebola-case-as-108-contacts-placed-in-quarantine-n392059
https://capitalfm.africa/second-ebola-case-detected-in-quarantine-as-contact-tracing-intensifies/
https://capitalfm.africa/second-ebola-case-detected-in-quarantine-as-contact-tracing-intensifies/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/second-ebola-patient-identified-kenya
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00529-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00544-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00544-X
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EVIDENCE CARD

EC-002

H

CHECKED 10.16.2026

“Early detection and isolation had helped limit the risk of further

. . »
transmission.
KENYA MINISTRY OF HEALTH, AS REPORTED BY CAPITAL FM, 10.14.2026, ON KENYA'S SECOND CONFIRMED BUNDIBUGYO
CASE
PART OF THE CLAIM VERDICT CERTAINTY

Early detection (tracing and quarantining
contacts) limits transmission

THIN

EmICIC VERY LOW

Isolating cases limits transmission

SUPPORTED

EEC0 Low

SHORT VERSION Three observational studies from West Africa and Nigeria found less onward transmission once cases were
isolated; two of them measured isolation alongside other measures. Evidence that tracing and quarantining contacts cuts
transmission rests on models; the one large field audit, in Liberia, found tracing detected 3.6% of all new cases from June
2014 to July 2015, with performance weakest at peak transmission. None of the studies is on the Bundibugyo species.

HOW THE BRIEF SHOULD LABEL IT |ASSESSMENT |FOR ISOLATION |EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |FOR TRACING AND

QUARANTINE

THE STUDIES

STRONGEST DESIGN FIRST

ON EARLY DETECTION (TRACING,

STUDY DESIGN QUARANTINE) ON ISOLATING CASES

Fang et al. BEFORE AND AFTER “i Measured isolation and safe Household secondary attack
SIERRA LEONE -

PNAS (2016) NATIONAL CASE burials together rate fell 82% after the isolation and
DATABASE safe-burial campaign

Faye et al. OBSERVATIONAL ‘ Traced chains, not the effect Community reproduction

Lancet Infect Dis (2015) CONAKRY, BOFFA AND ¢ tracing ” number fell 50% for patients admitted
TELIMELE, GUINEA - . °
193 CASES to hOSpltaI

Chan and Nishiura
J R Soc Interface (2020)

Swanson et al.
PLoS Negl Trop Dis (2018)

Kucharski et al.
PNAS (2015)

Pandey et al.
Science (2014)

Wells et al.
PLoS Negl Trop Dis (2015)

Peak et al.
PNAS (2017)

WHAT WOULD MOVE IT

TRANSMISSION-TREE
RECONSTRUCTION
NIGERIA 2014

PROGRAM RECORDS
LIBERIA - 25,830
CONTACT RECORDS

TRANSMISSION MODEL
SIERRA LEONE, 12
DISTRICTS

TRANSMISSION MODEL
LIBERIA

TRANSMISSION MODEL
LIBERIA, SIERRA
LEONE

MODEL
INCL.

7 DISEASES
EBOLA

Estimated isolation only

P Measured coverage, not
transmission: tracing started for 26.7% of
cases and detected 3.6% of new cases

Tracing with quarantine is part of
the combination that reverses growth

i NOT TESTED i Measured ring vaccination's

added value
MIXED Quarantine's advantage over

symptom monitoring "depends critically" on
the disease and setting

Protective effect 39.7%,

credible interval 2.4% to 82.1%; faster
isolation worked better

i Did not measure

isolation

An estimated 56,600 cases
averted by added treatment beds

Case isolation is part of the
same combination

© Did not test isolation

of cases

Field data from this outbreak on the time from symptom onset to isolation and the share of new cases

already on contact lists, by health zone, published by WHO or DR Congo's health ministry.
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https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1518587113
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(14)71075-8
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2020.0498
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0006762
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1508814112
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260612
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003794
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1616438114
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COVERAGE Eight studies shown; the seven on Ebola are all on the Zaire species. Not shown: a 2019 systematic review
of entry and exit screening (it tests screening, not quarantine) and Cochrane reviews of digital contact
tracing, mostly on COVID-19. One call disputed in checking, shown as the more cautious call. Checked
10.16.2026.

VERDICT SUPPORTED - MIXED - NOT SUPPORTED - THIN GRADES THE EVIDENCE, NEVER THE POLICY
CERTAINTY mEMME HIGH mEMO MODERATE mMEOO LOW mOOO VERY LOW

02 Attacks on ships cut Hormuz oil flows again

WHAT HAPPENED UKMTO logged 15 attacks on shipping from 10.06 to 10.14, 11 of them in four days, Al Jazeera reported on 10.14.
The Critical Threats Project, citing the Wall Street Journal, reported that Iranian attacks sank two Emirati
cargo vessels on 10.14; citing the Financial Times, it counts at least 24 vessels struck from 09.28 to 10.11. On
10.12 Iran's foreign ministry said it was "reviewing the Americans' proposals for negotiations"; no framework
text emerged.

WHY IT MATTERS The IEA's October report (10.14) says ship-to-ship transfers in the Gulf of Oman had lifted flows through the
strait by 3.7 million barrels a day in September, to 10.9 million, and warns that "Renewed attacks in the Gulf
leave the recovery fragile." It forecasts world oil supply down 5.8 million barrels a day this year.

WHO IS AFFECTED Seafarers; fuel and fertilizer importers; American drivers, who paid $4.33 a gallon for gasoline in the week of
10.12, up $1.27 on a year earlier; diesel cost $6.18, up $2.51 (EIA).

MAGNITUDE Kpler data cited by Al Jazeera show flows falling from about 20.8 million barrels on 10.08 to 2.9 million on 10.11.
Al Jazeera puts the pre-war average at 17.1 million a day. IMF PortWatch counted 2 to 8 transits a day in the
week to 10.11; before the war the daily count was about 125.

WHAT CHANGED September's partial recovery reversed within days. CENTCOM says US and partner forces "clearly control the
Strait of Hormuz"; its volume claims haven't been independently verified.

WHY IT RANKS Reach: oil and fertilizer prices touch almost every household, though the direct death toll is lower than in

HERE items 01 and 03.

HEADLINES MISS There are two Brent prices. Futures traded at $109.34 at 12:41 pm Eastern on Friday (Reuters), while the IEA

puts physical North Sea Dated up 43% since the start of September, to about $134. The headline number

understates what refiners and import-dependent countries pay for prompt barrels.

SOURCES "Iranian attacks also sank two Emirati cargo vessels in the strait on October 14."
Critical Threats Project, 10.14. "Renewed attacks in the Gulf leave the recovery fragile." IEA,
10.14.

SOURCE - AL JAZEERA (10.14) - CRITICAL THREATS PROJECT (10.14) [OREN - BERNAMA (10.12) - IE
0IL MARKET REPORT (10.14) [N - E1a (10.14) |CENMN - IMF PORTWATCH - REUTERS VIA GV WIRE (10.16)

03 Sudan: two camps cross the famine threshold

WHAT HAPPENED An IPC Alert published on 10.12 found child acute malnutrition above the famine threshold in two
displacement camps in Eastern Jebel Marra, at 38% and 30.8%, and warned of a "growing risk of Famine in
parts of Greater Darfur and Greater Kordofan." El Nifio drought affects more than half the country, and rains
came "too late to save most cereal crops," UN News reported.

WHY IT MATTERS An alert isn't a classification. The IPC's Famine Review Committee says the data are insufficient for a full
analysis, and calls the situation "a humanitarian catastrophe, already of historic proportions.”

WHO IS AFFECTED Children in Darfur, where 13 of 17 nutrition surveys since January found critical levels; displaced families in
Kordofan (UN News).

MAGNITUDE In May the IPC counted nearly 19.5 million people, more than 40% of the population, in crisis-level hunger or
worse (AP). In North Darfur 64% of cropland shows poor growth. The UN appeal was less than half funded as
of 10.08. The SLM-AW faction's civil authority reports 1,852 deaths linked to acute malnutrition in

areas it controls; it is a party to the conflict, gives no period, and the figure is unverified.
[ EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/14/iran-steps-up-hormuz-surveillance-attacks-soar-oil-flows-crash-again
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-14-2026
https://bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=2619053
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/
https://services9.arcgis.com/weJ1QsnbMYJlCHdG/arcgis/rest/services/Daily_Chokepoints_Data/FeatureServer/0/query?where=portid%3D%27chokepoint6%27&outFields=*&orderByFields=date+DESC&resultRecordCount=14&f=json
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/
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WHAT CHANGED Last week's early signal on failing Darfur rains is now confirmed by the IPC (see 14). Geneva peace talks are
planned, with no date set (Radio Dabanga, 10.15).

WHY IT RANKS Severity: famine-level malnutrition in camps with sparse access. It ranks below 01 and 02 only because this

HERE week brought an alert, not a new count of deaths.

HEADLINES MISS A Famine classification needs mortality and food-consumption data as well as malnutrition surveys, and

access limits keep surveys scarce. The formal word can arrive after the deaths it describes.| ASSESSMENT

SOURCES "Two camps crossing the 30% Famine threshold, at 38% and 30.8%." IPC Alert, 10.12.

SOURCE - IPC ALERT, SUDAN (10.12) [DATA| - UN NEws VIA ALLAFRICA (10.12) [N - AP VIA PBS (10.12) :

RADIO DABANGA (10.12) PRESS | - RADIO DABANGA (10.15)

04 An announced energy ceasefire, then six power plants hit

WHAT HAPPENED On Sunday 10.11 President Trump posted: "Effective immediately, there is an ENERGY CEASEFIRE in the War
between Russia and Ukraine. Both parties have agreed." He gave no terms or duration, the Kremlin didn't
immediately confirm it, and President Zelenskyy said it was news to him. On 10.14 Russia's Defense Ministry
said it struck six thermal plants and a substation in the Kyiv and Kharkiv regions; police said at least five people

were killed and 25 injured.

WHO IS AFFECTED Households and hospitals on the Kyiv and Kharkiv grids.

WHY IT MATTERS Power and heat decide how Ukraine's civilians get through winter. Kremlin spokesman Peskov said the Kremlin
had nothing to say on the energy truce yet, All India Radio reported, and Foreign Minister Lavrov said of

Zelenskyy, "I do not think he deserves a respite."

MAGNITUDE Zelenskyy said Russia fired 39 ballistic missiles and more than 120 drones on 10.14. The UN's monthly civilian
casualty update didn't load during this build. [ EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | onthe month's toll.
WHAT CHANGED An announced truce with no agreed text. Trump later said there had been violations "on both sides."

Zelenskyy offered to organize elections if Russia agrees to a 60-day full ceasefire. No date for a US, Ukrainian

and Russian meeting was found (F-016).

WHY IT RANKS Reach and timing: millions of people depend on a grid that is being struck as winter approaches.
HEADLINES MISS A ceasefire without a written scope can't be monitored, so neither side can be shown to have broken it. Until

the scope is written down, "violations on both sides" has no agreed meaning.| ASSESSMENT

SOURCES "Effective immediately, there is an ENERGY CEASEFIRE in the War between Russia and
Ukraine. Both parties have agreed" ALl Jazeera, 10.11. "at least five people were killed and 25
injured" Bloomberg via The Spokesman-Review, 10.14.

SOURCE - AL JAZEERA (10.11) [PRESS| - AL JAZEERA (10.13) - BLOOMBERG VIA THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW (10.14)

- ALL INDIA RADIO (10.12) |PRESS |
05 The IMF's forecast assumes Hormuz reopens by March

WHAT HAPPENED At its meetings in Bangkok the IMF raised its 2026 global growth forecast to 3.1%, from 3.0% in July, AP
reported on 10.13. It expects 3.4% in 2027. It projects inflation of 4.7% this year, falling to 4.1%. The forecast
assumes oil averages $96 a barrel this year and that shipments through Hormuz resume by March.

WHY IT MATTERS US consumer prices rose 3.7% in the year to September, with core inflation at 2.6%, BLS reported on 10.14.
Kalshi traders price a December rate rise of any size at about 81%: about 77% for a quarter point and about
4% for more (10.16). IMF Managing Director Georgieva called Al's effect on jobs "a slow moving
tsunami, but a tsunami nonetheless."

WHO IS AFFECTED Fuel importers first. Kenya's regulator said on 10.14 it would not apply fuel price stabilization for the 10.15 to
11.14 cycle, lifting kerosene by KSh 28.49 a liter, about 15%, in one step (The Kenya Times); see 06 and 10.

MAGNITUDE US jobless claims were 199,000 in the week to 10.10 (Labor Department); September retail sales rose 0.8% on
the month, before adjusting for prices (Census Bureau). Excluding gasoline stations they rose 0.2%, while
consumer prices rose 0.6% on the month (BLS).

WHAT CHANGED A modest growth upgrade, paired with an explicit bet on reopening that item 02's shipping data cut against.
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Alert_Sudan_Oct2026.pdf
https://allafrica.com/stories/202610130016.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/sudans-famine-risk-worsened-by-conflict-drought-and-funding-shortages-report-says
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/malnutrition-deaths-reach-1852-in-areas-controlled-by-slm-aw
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/un-and-switzerland-plan-sudan-peace-talks-as-us-lawmaker-proposes-resource-partnership
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/11/trump-says-ukraine-russia-agree-to-energy-ceasefire-2
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/10/13/trump-insists-energy-ceasefire-holds-as-ukraine-reports-new-russian-strikes
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2026/oct/14/russia-hits-ukraine-energy-plants-in-a-blow-to-tru/
https://newsonair.gov.in/us-president-announces-an-energy-ceasefire-between-russia-and-ukraine-with-immediate-effect/
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WHY IT RANKS Reach: price levels touch everyone, but the harm is diffuse and partly reversible.
HERE
HEADLINES MISS The inflation forecast, not the growth number, may be the figure most exposed if the strait stays shut past

March. Most of 2026 has already passed, so a $96 average for this year is largely set; the larger exposure is next

year's 4.1%, and AP reports no oil assumption for 2027.

SOURCES MI/NES;M "The IMF says it expects the global economy to grow at a 3.1% pace this year." AP, 10.13.
LVNE;E "Over the last 12 months, the all items index increased 3.7 percent before seasonal adjustment."
BLS, 10.14.

F
SOURCE - AP VIA WFTV (10.13) - BLS CPI (10.14) - KALSHI (10.16) {MKT] . THE KENYA TIMES (10.14)
- Us LaBOR DEPARTMENT (10.15) [EENM - census Bureau (10.15) |REN

06 Ethiopian forces enter Aksum; Tigray gets a caretaker government

WHAT HAPPENED ACLED documented government and allied fighters entering Aksum after Adwa and Adigrat were retaken, Al
Jazeera reported on 10.15. On 10.16 Ethiopia set up a caretaker administration for Tigray to "restore public
services, help displaced people return" and prepare an election within six months under federal oversight
(AP).

WHY IT MATTERS Eritrea severed ties with Ethiopia earlier in October, and ACLED documented Ethiopian tanks and heavy
weapons moving toward the Eritrean border on 10.13. The Tigray Peace Force, a pro-government
militia, claims Eritrean forces sustained "significant casualties"; Eritrea calls that false.

MAGNITUDE No casualty or displacement count for this round of fighting was found. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

WHY IT RANKS Probability-weighted reach: a war between two states would draw in far more people than the current
campaign. [ASSESSHENT |

HEADLINES MISS The caretaker plan follows a military advance. On 10.14 the TPLF urged its forces to keep fighting and called

Tigrayans who work with the federal government "traitors" (AP). The six-month election

promise is one test of whether the plan holds.| ASSESSMENT
SOURCE - AL JAZEERA, CITING ACLED (10.15) - AP_VIA WDIV (10.16)

07 A strike on Riyadh's main airport kills 12

WHAT HAPPENED Saudi Arabia's civil aviation authority confirmed an attack on King Khalid International Airport on Saturday
10.10 that killed 12 people, including one US citizen, and injured 309; the Saudi-led coalition blamed the
Houthis. Asked whether the US would join Saudi strikes, President Trump said, "We may."

WHY IT MATTERS Saudi Arabia's Joint Forces Command says the airport has been attacked 20 times since 10.01 (Critical Threats
Project). Iran's foreign minister told his Saudi counterpart that Iran is "ready to facilitate dialogue" with the
Houthis.

WHO IS AFFECTED Travelers and workers in Riyadh; Yemenis, more than 200,000 displaced since early September (IOM via
Reuters); migrants off Djibouti, where at least 139 died when a boat sank on 10.08 to 10.09 (AP).

WHY IT RANKS A new front: a capital's main airport, struck repeatedly, links the Yemen war to the Gulf confrontation in item
02
HEADLINES MISS Iran offered to broker Saudi and Houthi talks in the same week its forces were striking ships in the strait.

ASSESSMENT
SOURCE - THE STATESMAN VIA ASIA NEWS NETWORK (10.12) - CRITICAL THREATS PROJECT (10.15) [ORG | - REUTERS

VIA AL-MONITOR (10.07) - AP_VIA WJXT (10.11)
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https://www.wftv.com/news/business/imf-raises-its/SDRZ4BDWFE4WRPOI7WVVJWUFHI/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://api.elections.kalshi.com/trade-api/v2/markets?event_ticker=KXFEDDECISION-26DEC
https://thekenyatimes.com/breaking-news/epra-announces-new-fuel-prices-for-october-november-cycle/
https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf
https://www.census.gov/retail/marts/www/marts_current.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/15/ethiopian-forces-expand-control-in-tigray-as-militia-claims-eritrean-losses
https://clickondetroit.com/news/world/2026/10/16/ethiopia-sets-up-tigray-caretaker-government-as-ex-fighters-seek-return-to-civilian-life
https://asianews.network/12-dead-309-injured-us-president-trump-weighs-joining-saudi-strikes-on-houthis/
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-15-2026
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/10/more-200000-people-displaced-fighting-yemen-began-says-un-agency
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/10/more-200000-people-displaced-fighting-yemen-began-says-un-agency
https://www.news4jax.com/news/world/2026/10/11/139-migrants-including-children-die-after-boat-capsizes-off-djibouti/

@1B / THE VIEW FROM ELSEWHERE

THE VIE\V FROM ELSE\VHERE

'The four outlets that covered Kenya's second Ebola case agreed on the facts. Congolese outlets spent the

week on a different story: where the response money went.

ONE STORY,

SIX NEWSRooMs [H

OUTLET COUNTRY FRAMING IN THEIR WORDS

Radio Okapi DR Congo Accountability first: Africa CDC demands an account of ~ "Parmi ceux qui ont participé, les

UN-run, the radio of donor money for the response. vérifications n'ont permis de retracer

the UN mission in DR qu'environ 200 millions de dollars."

Congo; read in French (Checks traced only about $200 million
among those who took part.)

Actualite.cd DR Congo  Ebola placed inside the eastern war: at the Security "Les Etats-Unis sont profondément

private; read in French Council, the US pressed both the ceasefire and access préoccupés par les conséquences de

for health workers. I'épidémie d'Ebola en cours en RDC." (The

US is deeply concerned by the
consequences of the Ebola epidemic.)

Citizen Digital Kenya The system caught the case early; no travel restrictions.  "Kenya has now recorded two confirmed

private, Royal Media cases of Ebola, also known as Bundibugyo

Services Virus Disease, and one death."

The New Times Rwanda A neutral relay of Kenya's ministry; nothing on Rwanda's  "He tested positive for the Bundibugyo

own exposure. strain and was isolated for supportive

ownership not verified care."

this week

Al Jazeera English Qatar A border-control question: how the infection reached "it is not clear how he was able to enter

Kenya. the country”

state-funded

Associated Press United The transmission chain: how the first patient reached a "He flew to Kenya, where a relative picked

States Kenyan hospital, and that the second case is a close him up at the airport and drove him to a

not-for-profit
cooperative

relative.

hospital.”

Where they converge and split. The four that covered Kenya agree on the facts: a second confirmed case in a close

relative of Kenya's first patient, who fell ill in quarantine, and the ministry's statement that it sees no wider community
spread. They differ on how the second patient was infected. AP describes a relative collecting the first patient at the
airport but doesn't say whether that relative is the second case; Al Jazeera's wording leaves open how the second
patient entered the country. Neither establishes where he was infected, which decides whether Kenya has its first locally

acquired case (our forecast F-015).

What English-only readers miss. In French, Congolese coverage led with money. An Africa CDC statement republished

by Actualite.cd says donors report nearly $962 million disbursed for the response and that more than $700 million of it
"demeurent inconnus des autorités nationales de la RDC" (remains unknown to DR Congo's national authorities). A Radio
Okapi headline on 10.16 says 72 structures that failed to justify their use of Ebola funds have been barred from operating;
the article and the deciding authority weren't available to us. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | Whether that money is

missing or simply unreported to Kinshasa isn't established (see 14). | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | Four outlets were read

in English, two in French; no Ugandan or South Sudanese outlet was read this week.

SOURCE

- AFRICA CDC STATEMENT VIA ACTUALITE.CD

(10.15) Gov

- RADIO OKAPI (10.16)
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https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/10/15/actualite/sante/rdc-le-cdc-afrique-exige-des-comptes-sur-plus-de-700-millions-usd
https://actualite.cd/2026/10/16/rdc-washington-appelle-la-retenue-au-respect-des-engagements-de-paix-et-la-protection-du
https://citizen.digital/article/kenya-confirms-second-ebola-case-as-108-contacts-placed-in-quarantine-n392059
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/39688/news/health/kenya-confirms-second-case-of-ebola-virus/amp
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/14/kenyas-health-ministry-confirms-second-ebola-case
https://abcnews.com/International/wireStory/kenya-confirms-ebola-case-relative-patient-137261113
https://actualite.cd/2026/10/15/communique-dafrica-cdc-sur-le-financement-de-la-riposte-lepidemie-debola-en-rdc
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/10/16/actualite/sante/ebola-plus-de-9-000-cas-et-4-410-deces-en-rdc-un-deuxieme-cas-confirme-au

@2 / GLOBAL HUMAN IMPACT DASHBOARD

DIRECTION OF TRAVEL,

GLOBAL HUMAN IMPACT DASHBOARD

No arrow moved this week. The evidence behind several got heavier: famine thresholds in Darfur, a reversal in

Gulf shipping, and an announced truce in Ukraine that didn't stop the strikes.

SCORED WEEK TO WEEK

H

THIS LAST

DOMAIN WEEK WEEK EVIDENCE THIS WEEK WHAT WOULD FLIP IT

Geopolitics & conflict 3, 3 15 attacks on shipping near Hormuz from 10.06 to 10.14 (UKMTO A written Hormuz
via Al Jazeera); 12 killed at Riyadh's airport; six Ukrainian thermal framework; an energy truce
plants struck after an announced energy ceasefire; Ethiopian with agreed terms.
heavy weapons moving toward Eritrea (ACLED).

Democracy & 3, 3, A White House committee to weigh removing a Fed governor Brazil's 10.25 runoff and

governance for cause; Tigray placed under a caretaker administration with Israel's 10.27 election
an election promised within six months. Brazil and Israel go to accepted by both sides.
the polls in competitive races (see 09).

Human rights 3 & Gaza's health ministry counts 1,493 killed since the truce began A sustained fall in Gaza
a year ago, 33 of them in the week to 10.12 (via Al Jazeera); deaths; independent
about 176,000 US civil immigration penalties issued under an review of US penalty errors.
interim rule, now made final.

Global health J J Ebola at 9,277 confirmed in DRC and a second case in Kenya; Two consecutive weeks of
342 clade | mpox cases in 17 European countries in September  falling Ebola incidence.
(ECDC).

Poverty & inequality > > Pulling down: fuel support withheld in Kenya for this cycle A World Bank poverty
(kerosene up KSh 28.49 a liter). Pulling up: the IMF raised 2026 update from the Bangkok
growth to 3.1%. Balanced on this week's evidence. meetings.

Migration & refugees & & At least 139 dead and 84 missing after a boat sank off Djibouti A fall in sea-crossing
(AP); more than 200,000 displaced in Yemen since September deaths; refugee pledges at
(IOM). US refugee arrivals in 2026: 16,292, of whom 16,287 came  the December forum.
from South Africa (The New Humanitarian).

Food & water security d, d, IPC Alert: famine thresholds crossed in two Darfur camps Two monthly FAO readings
(10.12); FAO index 136.0 for September (released 10.02; next below 130.

11.06).

Climate & environment d, d, Copernicus: September was 1.63°C above pre-industrial, the A weakening ENSO
second-warmest September, with record September sea forecast; new national
temperatures (10.12). NOAA: 83% odds that El Nifio becomes the climate plans before COP31
strongest in records back to 1950, in October to December (11.09).

(10.08).

Education > > No new global learning data. Ireland's one-day public-sector A new learning-poverty
strike closed most schools on 10.14 (Irish Times). estimate.
[ EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | on global learning.

Technology & Al > > Pulling down: a voluntary White House accord with no named Binding incident reporting;
regulator or penalty (law-firm summary). Pulling up: a field independent audits of lab
experiment with 133 patent lawyers measured where Al help safety claims.
builds or erodes skill (NBER, see 13). Balanced.

Economic opportunity 3, 3, US prices up 3.7% on the year in September (BLS); traders now  Three months of payroll

put about 30% odds on October unemployment above 4.2%,
up from about 12% in thin trading a week earlier (Kalshi). Offset:
jobless claims at 199,000.

gains above 100,000.
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@2 / GLOBAL HUMAN IMPACT DASHBOARD

H

DOMAIN

Trade & globalization

Scientific progress

Healthcare access

Public health

Biosecurity

Freedom & civil liberties

THIS
WEEK

v

LAST
WEEK

v

EVIDENCE THIS WEEK

Gulf shipping reversed (item 02). Correction: the US-China
truce was extended by two months in September and now runs
to 01.10 (see 19). The EU listed 3 people and 9 entities for
evading Russia sanctions (10.15).

Long-acting HIV injections matched daily pills among people
who struggled with adherence in three African countries (NEJM,
10.15); Galicia's infant RSV antibody program cut hospitalizations
85.9% (Lancet Infect Dis). Offset: a Phase 3 E. coli vaccine failed
(14.6% efficacy).

Pulling up: South Africa's Eastern Cape began offering twice-
yearly lenacapavir HIV prevention (10.16); the US prescription
drug price index fell 1.2% in September (BLS). Pulling down: from
10.22, medicines mailed from abroad lose their US customs
exemption (AP). Balanced.

US measles at 4,080 confirmed in 2026 (CDC, 10.08);
Pennsylvania reports a sixth measles-associated death
(CIDRAP); CDC lists its October vaccine advisory meeting as
canceled "due to ongoing litigation." The EU has its highest West
Nile count on record (ECDC).

Ebola reported in an eighth DRC province, not yet in official
totals; WHO says the Irkutsk laboratory death was not plague,
per Russian testing, but a laboratory exposure "cannot be fully
excluded" (DON620, 10.10).

Evidence this week is thin: a US rule cutting the window to
contest loss of legal status to 10 days, as reported by The New
Humanitarian (primary text not found). The arrow carries last
week's evidence forward.

WHAT WOULD FLIP IT

Hormuz transits back
above 60 a day; a broader
US-China deal.

Retractions or failed
replications of the week's
results.

Service data showing PrEP
and TB coverage holding
through 2026.

A US measles curve
flattening through year end.

No secondary Kenyan cases
by early November.

Court rulings expanding
protest and press
protections.

Arrows change only on evidence; a moved arrow carries a chip. Monthly readings: FAO September (released 10.02), Copernicus
September (10.12), NOAA ENSO (10.08), CDC measles (10.08).

SOURCE

ECDC WEEK 42

(10.16)

(10.14) GOV

GOV

- AL _JAZEERA

GAZA (10.13)

-

FEDERAL REGISTER

CIVIL PENALTIES

THE NEW HUMANITARIAN (10.15) - EAO - COPERNICUS (10.12) '

(10.08) GOV

IRISH TIMES (10.14) .

REUTERS VIA KOREA TIMES (09.24) PRESS

GENERAL . LEGAL
COUNCIL OF THE EU

(ACCORD SUMMARY) ORG
(10.15) GOV

LANCET INFECT DIS,

NIRSEVIMAB (10.13)

(10.16)

AP _VIA WUSF

(10.12)

oe) [FRESS]
ACIP MEETINGS GOV

WHO DON620 (10.10)

- KALSHI

NOAA CPC
(10.16) [MKT? .

NEJM, IMPALA (10.15)

CDC MEASLES (10.09) Gov

. LANCET INFECT DIS, E. COLI VACCINE (10.12) :

THE HERALD

. THE NEW HUMANITARIAN (10.16)

- CIDRAP, PENNSYLVANIA - cne
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-week-42-2026.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/13/palestine-weekly-gaza-marks-year-of-ceasefire-with-more-israeli-killing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/14/2026-21024/imposition-and-collection-of-civil-penalties-for-certain-immigration-related-violations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/14/2026-21024/imposition-and-collection-of-civil-penalties-for-certain-immigration-related-violations
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/newsletter/2026/10/15/inklings-irc-getting-paid-resettle-white-afrikaners
https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-second-warmest-september-global-temperatures-stay-above-15degc
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2026/10/14/ireland-public-sector-strike-latest-updates/
https://general.legal/blog/white-house-accord-on-super-intelligence-a-guide-for-ai-companies
https://api.elections.kalshi.com/trade-api/v2/markets?series_ticker=KXU3&status=open
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/world/20260924/us-china-agree-to-extend-trade-truce-by-two-months-work-on-bigger-deal-bessent-says
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/10/15/closing-loopholes-council-lists-individuals-and-entities-for-circumventing-eu-sanctions/
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa2518753
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00419-6
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00469-X
https://theherald.co.za/news/2026-10-16-big-advance-in-fight-against-new-hiv-infections/
https://theherald.co.za/news/2026-10-16-big-advance-in-fight-against-new-hiv-infections/
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2026-10-12/cost-of-drugs-canada-set-to-soar-millions-of-americans-federal-rule
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/pennsylvania-reports-its-6th-measles-death-franklin-county-resident
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2026-DON620
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2026/10/16/ethiopia-eritrea-war-fears-gaza-base-blocked-kabila-new-coalition-cheat-sheet

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY ISSUE A OF 3 HH

A. EBOLAS OTHER LEDGER: THE MONEY AND
THE PEOPLE PAID TO FIGHT IT

The case count gets the headlines. Whether the response holds depends on two quieter numbers: how much
of the money can be traced, and whether the health workers get paid.

SITUATION

DR Congo's Bundibugyo outbreak passed 9,000 confirmed cases this week, at 460 to 490 a week for the past two weeks,
with no licensed vaccine or drug. Kenya has two linked cases. Then the response itself became the story: Africa CDC said
on 10.15 that donors report nearly $962 million disbursed, of which more than $700 million is unknown to DR Congo's
national authorities, and a health workers' union threatened a nationwide strike over pay and hazard allowances.

HISTORY

The Lancet published "50 years of Ebola research and response” by Peter Piot and Jean-Jacques Muyembe-Tamfum on
10.10. This outbreak's funding arrives the way emergency money usually does, through many channels at once,
which is why a recipient government can see only part of it. Africa CDC's figures are the only public attempt we found

this week to reconcile the two.

STAKEHOLDERS

Decision authority: DR Congo's health ministry and its public health institute (INSP), which publishes the daily situation
reports; Kenya's health ministry; WHO, which keeps the public health emergency of international concern declared on
05.17 in force (UKHSA). Money: bilateral donors, UN agencies and NGOs that report disbursements; Africa CDC, which
presented the findings of a funding-tracing meeting organized by DR Congo's INSP. Science: CEPI, Oxford and Moderna,
whose candidate vaccines are in Phase 1b, and the Ervebo trials (CIDRAP). Front line: nurses, burial teams and contact
tracers.

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE

Patients reached early: the studies in EC- Families in Ituri and North Kivu, where Contacts who can't afford 21 days without

002 find less onward spread once cases nearly half of confirmed patients die; work; communities in armed-group areas

are isolated quickly. Agencies with funded,  health workers working without hazard that teams can't reach; the people of

staffed teams in Ituri. pay; Kisangani's medical students, whose North Ubangi, where cases are reported
clinical placements were suspended for but not yet counted.

30 days (Radio Okapi).

ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

A response that can't show where $700 million went will struggle to raise the next tranche, whatever the explanation
turns out to be. Africa CDC's figures come from a tracing meeting organized by DR Congo's INSP that
fewer than 30% of the organizations concerned attended, Radio Okapi reported; the statement names no donor or
organization, and none has answered publicly.| EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES
At the Security Council on 10.13 the US urged respect for the ceasefire in eastern DR Congo and called for safe,
unhindered access for health workers (Actualite.cd). Africa CDC's statement gives a continental institution a
public role in asking the international organizations and NGOs that received the money to account for it.
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@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY Hﬂ

HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES

A strike by health workers in the middle of the outbreak would cut the isolation capacity that the evidence most
supports.

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS

Should money flow to the national government, which is accountable to the public but may be slower, or through

agencies that move faster but report to donors? How much quarantine burden can be placed on a household that loses
its income?

COMPETING APPROACHES (STRONGEST CASE FOR EACH, UNRANKED)

APPROACH STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Country systems first Channel funds through the health ministry's plan so the government can see and coordinate everything; parallel
systems create the accounting gap Africa CDC describes.

Agency delivery with audit Speed saves lives in a fast outbreak. Let experienced agencies deliver and publish their spending against the
response plan, with an independent audit afterward.

Pay the front line directly = Hazard pay and wages for tracers and burial teams are the cheapest way to protect isolation capacity; pay them
through mobile money, with published payrolls.

Countermeasures first Without a vaccine, the response stays a holding action. Put marginal money into the adaptive trial CEPI calls
Tumaini and into testing Ervebo, which this week's laboratory letters suggest cross-reacts.

SOURCE - AFRICA CDC VIA ACTUALITE.cD (10.15) [ECME - RADIO OKAPI (10.15) . PIOT AND MUYEMBE-TAMFUM, THE

LANCET - CIDRAP

B. THE GULF WAR'S SECOND FRONT

For two weeks the story was a closed strait. This week the strikes spread to a Saudi airport, to Aramco

facilities and to shipping off the Emirates, and the IEA's September recovery began to unwind.

SITUATION

Attacks on ships near Hormuz rose to 15 from 10.06 to 10.14, and the Critical Threats Project reports two Emirati cargo
ships sunk. Riyadh's main airport was hit on 10.10, killing 12; the Saudi-led coalition blamed the Houthis, and Saudi
aircraft continue an air campaign against Houthi targets in Yemen. Iran says it is reviewing US proposals but has set
preconditions, and its foreign ministry spokesman says Pakistan and Qatar continue to mediate (Bernama); in the
sources cited, that account comes from Iran alone.

HISTORY

The war began in late February 2026, and Brent peaked at about $118 in late March before falling to around $70 by 07.01,
according to a secondary compilation. | FACT | [ SECONDARY cOMPILATION | By September, ship-to-ship transfers in the
Gulf of Oman had brought total flows back to 10.9 million barrels a day, the IEA estimates, well short of the 17.1 million
pre-war daily average Al Jazeera reports. Fighting between the Houthis and Saudi-backed government forces
resumed in early September, IOM says; this week it reached Riyadh.

STAKEHOLDERS

Decision authority: the US President and CENTCOM; Iran's leadership; Saudi Arabia's leadership and coalition
command; Houthi leaders in Sana'a. Mediators: Pakistan and Qatar, Iran says; Iran has offered to broker Saudi and
Houthi talks. Allies in motion: Pakistan, whose military spokesman said its forces are "already there" in Saudi Arabia
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https://actualite.cd/2026/10/15/communique-dafrica-cdc-sur-le-financement-de-la-riposte-lepidemie-debola-en-rdc
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/10/15/actualite/sante/ebola-luniversite-de-kisangani-suspend-les-stages-cliniques-pendant-30
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(26)01813-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(26)01813-1
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-cases-top-9000-dr-congo-outbreak

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY Hﬂ

under a defense pact (Arab News Pakistan, 10.08). Market actors: tanker owners, insurers, the IEA, which agreed to
release more than 20 million barrels of fuel (Reuters).

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE

Oil and fuel producers outside the Gulf; Seafarers; travelers and workers in Riyadh; ~ Crews on ships flagged in states with no

owners of tankers that can still work the Yemenis displaced by renewed fighting; navy present; Yemenis in Taiz, which

Gulf of Oman transfers. households in fuel-importing countries Houthi forces encircled on 10.12 (Critical
such as Kenya, where support for pump Threats Project).

prices was withheld for this cycle.

ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES
The IEA forecasts world oil demand down 2.5 million barrels a day year on year in the fourth quarter and supply down
5.8 million a day for 2026. Futures traded near $109 on Friday, while the IEA puts physical North Sea Dated around $134.

The gap suggests prompt barrels are scarcer than the futures price implies. The IMF's growth

forecast assumes oil averages $96 this year and Hormuz shipments resume by March.

POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES

Asked about joining Saudi strikes on the Houthis, President Trump said, "We may." Iran's foreign minister told his Saudi
counterpart Iran is "ready to facilitate dialogue" with the Houthis, and a Houthi spokesman said they "would welcome"
mediated talks (Critical Threats Project).

HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES
Yemen's renewed war has displaced more than 200,000 people since early September, according to IOM, and more than

3,700 have fled by sea to Djibouti.

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS
When a blockade and counter-attacks raise fuel prices for countries with no part in the war, who owes what to them?
Does a mediator's credibility survive its own forces' attacks on shipping in the same week?

COMPETING APPROACHES (STRONGEST CASE FOR EACH, UNRANKED)

APPROACH STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Escort and enforce Convoys and strikes on launch sites protect seafarers now; CENTCOM says partners "clearly control” the strait
and moved large volumes on 10.12.

Mediated sequence Each week of closure costs importing countries more than any plausible concession; Pakistan and Qatar already
carry messages, Iran says, and a written sequence can be verified in stages.

Separate the fronts Take up Iran's offer to broker Saudi and Houthi talks, so the Yemen front can calm even if Hormuz doesn't.

Cushion the bystanders Coordinate stock releases and targeted support for poor importers rather than broad price caps, which are
costly to unwind (see 10).

SOURCE - BERNAMA (10.12) . CRITICAL THREATS PROJECT (10.14) [ORGN - CRITICAL THREATS PROJECT (10.15)

ORG| - WIKIPEDIA COMPILATION (WAR START, BRENT PEAK) - 1A (10.14) [EMM - ARAB NEWS PAKISTAN (10.08)
. REUTERS VIA GV WIRE (10.16) . REUTERS VIA AL-MONITOR (10.07)

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY ISSUE C OF 3

C. SUDAN: A FAMINE WARNING THAT ARRIVES
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https://bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=2619053
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-14-2026
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-15-2026
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Iran_war_fuel_crisis
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://www.arabnews.pk/saudi-arabia/pakistan-military-confirms-deployment-of-forces-to-saudi-arabia-under-makkah-pact-3003533
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/10/more-200000-people-displaced-fighting-yemen-began-says-un-agency

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY HH

BEFORE THE PROOF

'The IPC's alert says the thresholds have been crossed in two camps and the risk is spreading. The formal

finding needs data that the war keeps anyone from collecting.

SITUATION

The IPC Alert of 10.12 found child acute malnutrition of 38% and 30.8% in two Eastern Jebel Marra camps, above the
30% famine threshold, and a growing risk of famine across parts of Greater Darfur and Greater Kordofan. An EI Nifio
drought covers more than half the country. An IPC Alert "does not provide a new IPC classification or
population estimates," the document says.

HISTORY

The war between Sudan's army and the Rapid Support Forces has killed at least 150,000 people, AP reports, citing
ACLED, and displaced about 13 million. In May the IPC counted nearly 19.5 million people in crisis-level hunger or worse
and 135,000 in Phase 5, catastrophe. In November 2025 the Famine Review Committee found famine conditions, with
reasonable evidence, in El Fasher and Kadugli, so a new finding would not be the war's first. Last week this brief
carried failing Darfur rains as an early signal; the IPC has now confirmed it.

STAKEHOLDERS

Armed authorities: the army-led government, the RSF and the SLM-AW faction, which holds parts of Jebel Marra.
Classifiers: the IPC and its Famine Review Committee. Funders and operators: UN agencies, NGOs and donors to an
appeal less than half funded as of 10.08. Peacemakers: the UN and Switzerland, planning a sixth Geneva meeting; civilian
coalitions that met African mediators in Addis Ababa on 10.12 (Radio Dabanga).

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE

No one in the camps. Armed groups that Children under five; pregnant and People in frontline areas of North and

control access gain leverage over aid. breastfeeding women; the more than West Kordofan, which the IPC says need

300,000 people displaced in Kordofan access; families in areas no survey team
since October 2025 (UN News). can reach.

ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES

Rains came "too late to save most cereal crops," and 64% of North Darfur cropland shows poor growth (UN News). Last
week Radio Dabanga reported millet prices doubling in El Geneina. With a failed harvest, prices rise through the

lean season unless imports or aid arrive. | ASSESSMENT

POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES

A US House bill, the Sudan IMPACT Act, proposes a resource-for-equipment partnership (Radio Dabanga, 10.15).
A columnist at Al Jazeera argues that civilians should engage the army-hosted internal dialogue; the Somoud alliance has
rejected dialogue during the war, Sudan Tribune reported in August.

HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES
The Famine Review Committee: "We are witnessing a humanitarian catastrophe, already of historic proportions.”
Without more aid, the IPC says, "food insecurity, acute malnutrition, and excess mortality will likely intensify"

v I

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS

Should aid agencies negotiate access with any authority that controls a camp, which can legitimize armed groups, or
hold out for neutral terms while children's malnutrition rises¢ When the evidence for a formal famine finding can't be
gathered, should funders act on alerts alone?
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@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY

COMPETING APPROACHES

(STRONGEST CASE FOR EACH,

UNRANKED)

APPROACH

STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Fund on the alert

Access first

Peace track

Local channels

Malnutrition above 30% already signals excess deaths; waiting for mortality data means paying for a classification

with lives.

Money without access is a pledge, not food. Push for crossings and local truces in Darfur and Kordofan before

scaling budgets.

Only an end to the war restores harvests and markets; put diplomatic weight on the Geneva process and the

African mediators.

Cash and community kitchens run by Sudanese volunteers reach places convoys can't, at lower cost.

SOURCE - IPC ALERT (10.12) [DATA| . un NEws via altarricA (10.12) [ERNH -
DABANGA (10.15) |[PRESS| . AL JAZEERA OPINION, ASSAL (10.14)
DABANGA (10.08) |PRESS

AP _VIA PBS

- SUDAN TRIBUNE

(10.12) - RADIO
(08.10) - RADIO

FOLLO\V THE POWER

In all three issues, the people closest to the harm control the least money. This week the accounting came

from Africa CDC and the IPC, not from donors.

DOCUMENTED VS.

SPECULATIVE,

KEPT APART

QUESTION

A. EBOLA RESPONSE

B. GULF WAR

C. SUDAN FAMINE RISK

Decision authority

Capital

Information

Institutions

Public influence

Who benefits
economically

Who bears
externalities

Who is missing

DR Congo's health ministry and INSP; Kenya's
health ministry; WHO under the emergency

declared 05.17.

Donors reporting $962 million disbursed (Africa
CDC); CEPI for vaccines.

INSP situation reports; WHO, ECDC and UKHSA
summaries; Kenya's ministry posts.

Africa CDC, which presented the tracing findings
with DR Congo's INSP; the Security Council,
which heard US remarks on the eastern DRC
ceasefire and on health workers' access.

Health workers' union through its strike threat;
Congolese press on the funding row.

Organizations funded through parallel channels.

SPECULATIVE

Neighboring countries' health systems; Kenya's
quarantined families.

Community leaders in armed-group areas;
North Ubangi.

US President and CENTCOM; Iran's
leadership; Saudi coalition
command; Houthi leaders.

DOCUMENTED

Gulf producers, tanker owners and
insurers; the IEA's stock releases.

UKMTO incident logs; Kpler flows;
IMF PortWatch; CENTCOM
statements; Iranian state media.

The Security Council; Pakistan and
Qatar as message carriers, by Iran's
account; the Makkah defense pact.

Oil prices, which reach voters
weeks before the US midterms.

Producers outside the Gulf; owners
of tankers able to work transfers.

SPECULATIVE

Fuel importers; seafarers; Yemeni
civilians.

Crews' home countries; Yemeni
civilians.

The army-led government, the RSF
and the SLM-AW faction, each
controlling access in its areas.

DOCUMENTED

Donors to an appeal under half
funded as of 10.08.

IPC and its Famine Review
Committee, limited by survey access;
local radio such as Radio Dabanga.

UN and Swiss conveners of the
Geneva process; African mediators in
Addis Ababa.

Diaspora and local media; Sudanese
civilian coalitions.

Traders in scarce grain; armed groups

taxing access.| SPECULATIVE

Chad and other hosts of Sudanese
refugees.

People in frontline Kordofan.
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Alert_Sudan_Oct2026.pdf
https://allafrica.com/stories/202610130016.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/sudans-famine-risk-worsened-by-conflict-drought-and-funding-shortages-report-says
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/un-and-switzerland-plan-sudan-peace-talks-as-us-lawmaker-proposes-resource-partnership
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/un-and-switzerland-plan-sudan-peace-talks-as-us-lawmaker-proposes-resource-partnership
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/14/sudan-cannot-afford-to-dismiss-a-chance-for-dialogue
https://sudantribune.com/article/317214
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/rising-food-prices-and-poor-rains-fuel-fears-of-hunger-crisis-in-darfur
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/rising-food-prices-and-poor-rains-fuel-fears-of-hunger-crisis-in-darfur

@4 / FOLLOW THE POWER Bﬂ

RED TEAM
The catch: "donors control the money" may overstate their freedom. Fewer than 30% of the organizations
concerned took part in the tracing meeting (Radio Okapi). If Africa CDC's $700 million gap reflects reporting gaps
rather than spending outside the plan, the accountability story shrinks to a paperwork story. Donors' replies would
settle which.

WHERE THE DISCOURSE IS HAPPENING

‘Three ideas moved from scholarship toward institutions this week; the people below argue about them from

several countries.

IDEAS ON THE MOVE THIS WEEK

IDEA PATH OBSERVED STAGE NOW
Strict liability for Al Legal scholarship - a Senate hearing (09.30) and a planned bipartisan Hawley-Murphy Bill language, not law
agents bill to hold companies "criminally and civilly liable for hacking incidents" (Axios, 10.01) > a

California attorney general subpoena to OpenAl » op-ed pages this week, with Danielle
Keats Citron for strict liability, Angela Huyue Zhang and Yue Zhao for audits, and Barry
Eichengreen and coauthors for a chip-level pause. The White House chose a voluntary
accord instead.

Shielding the ICC with The ICC's president asked a European Parliament hearing in March 2025 (EUobserver) »  Legislature, waiting on
the EU Blocking Statute academic op-eds (Al Jazeera, 10.11) - a letter from 58 MEPs drafted by EPP and S&D the executive
members (10.13) » the Commission, which "has not yet taken concrete action”
(Euronews, 10.14).

An African credit rating About a decade of talks - African Union backing - launch in Mauritius on 10.07 (AFP) » Institution, early
agency op-eds. The AU Commission chair said it "will certainly not significantly reduce the cost
of capital in the near future" (Business Day).

PEOPLE WORTH FOLLOWING THIS WEEK

PERSON WHAT THEY ADD THIS WEEK, IN THEIR WORDS
Angela Huyue Zhang Al governance seen from outside the US and EU; argues audits can  "Even if Al auditing is still at an early stage, other
China tech-law scholar borrow from other industries. industries have already provided a playbook."

(with Yue Zhao, Project Syndicate, 10.15)

Shlomo Ben-Ami A dovish realist on what Israel's 10.27 election can change. "A radically new foreign policy will remain out of
former Israeli foreign reach.” (Project Syndicate, 10.16)

minister

Munzoul A. M. Assal A civilian case for engaging Sudan's internal dialogue. "Dismissing the initiative before it has had an
Sudanese opportunity to demonstrate its value would be
anthropologist, Chr. premature." (Al Jazeera, 10.14)

Michelsen Institute

Tanweer Fazal A critique of India's voter-roll revision from the side of minorities  Argues the revision aims "to maximise voter
Indian sociologist and migrants. exclusions rather than enhance voter
participation." (Al Jazeera, 10.16)

Jan-Werner Miiller Whether Europe's center-right Christian democracy can hold. Notes the CDU "failed to pass the 5% electoral
German political theorist threshold" in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern.
(Project Syndicate, 10.15)
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@5 / WHERE THE DISCOURSE IS HAPPENING Hﬂ

PERSON WHAT THEY ADD THIS WEEK, IN THEIR WORDS

Anna August A practitioner's case for registration and audits instead of a pause. "Whatever an outsider learns about an Al

Al auditor system's failures generally depends on the
goodwill of the people who built it." (Noema,
10.13)

Danielle Keats Citron The legal architecture behind strict liability for Al. "They could be managed only if the entities

US privacy-law scholar creating them were held fully liable for

breaches." (Project Syndicate, 10.15)

C.J. Ciaramella A libertarian critique of state power in punishment. "It's weird and dehumanizing to gather in a
Reason crowd to watch someone else be killed" (10.16)
Aaron M. Renn A religious conservative on the online right. "If you dislike the religious right, wait till you
First Things meet the post-religious right." (10.14)

DEBUNKED THIS WEEK, FROM SEVERAL DIRECTIONS
US: President Trump's claim that Texas Senate candidate James Talarico is a vegan who throws up after barbecues;
PolitiFact rated it Pants on Fire (10.13). Germany: a chart showing AfD bot activity falling after Ukrainian strikes on
Russian data centers; Lead Stories found it "shows a prediction of the future" (10.13). Australia: claims that the
government will prosecute dual nationals who served with the IDF in Gaza; AAP FactCheck found the source "is not
a member of the Australian government” (10.12). US: Democratic candidate Abdul El-Sayed's claim that Mike Rogers
invested in the company behind a Michigan data center's real estate; PolitiFact found no evidence (10.08).

SOURCE - AXIOS (10.01) - NEXTGOV (10.01) [PRESS| - ZHANG AND ZHAQ (10.15) [PRESS| - CITRON (10.15)

PRESS | - EICHENGREEN ET AL. (10.14) [PRESS EUOBSERVER (08.21) - EURONEWS (10.14) [PRESS] - AFP VIA
EWN (10.07) [PRESS| - BUSINESS DAY (10.08) |[PRESS | - BEN-AMI (10.16) |[PRESS]| - ASSAL (10.14) [PRESS| - FAZAL
(10.16) ULLER (10.15) [PRESS| - NOEMA, AUGUST (10.13) [PRESS| - REASON, CTARAMELLA (10.16) [PRESS] -
FIRST THINGS, RENN (10.14) [PRESS| . POLITIFACT (10.13) - LEAD STORIES (10.13) - AAP_FACTCHECK
(10.12) - POLITIFACT (10.08) [PRESS

@6 / POLICY & LAW TRACKER WHAT CHANGED, FOR WHOM, AND WHAT TO WATCH
POLICY & LAWW TRACKER

Six changes with human consequences. Arguments appear at full strength on both sides; the evidence line

says how much either side can show.

P1 Committee of inquiry into Fed Governor Lisa Cook

CHANGE Presidential memorandum (signed 10.07, published 10.14) sets up a committee to investigate allegations of false
statements and recommend whether there is cause for removal.

PREVIOUS Cook remained a governor after the Supreme Court's 2026 ruling in Trump v. Cook; the memo cites the statute "as
construed"” there.

POPULATION Anyone whose borrowing costs depend on a central bank seen as independent.

TIMELINE Closed hearing 11.05; Cook's statement by 11.10.

FOR The memo grounds it in the President's duty to faithfully execute the laws; a defined process with a hearing gives
the governor a chance to answer.

AGAINST We found no statement from Cook or her counsel in the window.| EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

WATCH Whether a removal order follows before the 12.08 to 12.09 meeting; litigation.

@ MIND CLUB GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE - EDITION 004 - 10.17.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 18

MIND CLUB IS PUBLISHED BY TORPEDO PUBLISHING LLC


https://axios.com/2026/10/01/hawley-murphy-ai-liability-trump
https://www.nextgov.com/artificial-intelligence/2026/10/ai-firms-should-be-held-liable-their-models-actions-lawmakers-say/416374/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/independent-ai-auditing-possible-and-necessary-by-angela-huyue-zhang-and-yue-zhao-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-firms-and-executives-must-be-held-liable-for-all-harms-caused-by-their-products-by-danielle-keats-citron-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/pause-on-frontier-ai-models-could-be-hardwired-into-chip-design-by-barry-eichengreen-et-al-2026-10
https://euobserver.com/233186/eu-urged-to-use-obscure-blocking-statute-to-protect-international-criminal-court-from-trump-sanctions/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/14/meps-urge-eu-to-shield-international-criminal-court-from-us-sanctions
https://www.ewn.co.za/2026/10/07/africa-launches-own-credit-agency-in-bid-for-cheaper-borrowing
https://www.ewn.co.za/2026/10/07/africa-launches-own-credit-agency-in-bid-for-cheaper-borrowing
https://www.businessday.co.za/economy/2026-10-08-africa-launches-credit-ratings-agency-to-tackle-risk-bias/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/israel-election-will-not-bring-radical-change-to-foreign-policy-by-shlomo-ben-ami-2026-10
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/14/sudan-cannot-afford-to-dismiss-a-chance-for-dialogue
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/16/indias-mass-voter-purge-is-hollowing-out-democracy
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/16/indias-mass-voter-purge-is-hollowing-out-democracy
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/german-christian-democracy-how-to-avert-collapse-by-jan-werner-mueller-2026-10
https://www.noemamag.com/an-inside-look-at-how-to-tame-unstoppable-ai
https://reason.com/2026/10/16/america-abandoned-public-executions-for-a-good-reason/
https://firstthings.com/meet-the-post-religious-right/
https://politifact.com/factchecks/2026/oct/13/donald-trump/james-talarico-texas-paxton-vegan-meat-vomit/
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/10/fact-check-fake-chart-shows-future-afd-bot-activity-drop-after-ukraine-bombed-russian-data-centers.html
https://www.aap.com.au/factcheck/false-claims-spread-about-australian-idf-prosecutions/
https://www.aap.com.au/factcheck/false-claims-spread-about-australian-idf-prosecutions/
https://politifact.com/article/2026/oct/08/michigan-senate-debate-fact-check-el-sayed-rogers/

06 / POLICY & LAW TRACKER Hﬂ

P2 Final rule on civil penalties for immigration violations

CHANGE DHS and DOJ finalized a 2025 interim rule (effective 10.14): penalties up to $998 a day for failing to depart after a
removal order, and $100 to $500 per unlawful entry; late appeals now accepted for documented mail delays.

POPULATION About 110,000 failure-to-depart and 66,000 unlawful-entry penalties issued under the interim rule through 09.14.

FOR DHS: the amounts are set by Congress, and most penalties are rescinded when people depart through the CBP
Home app.

AGAINST Most of 28 public comments opposed it, citing hardship for families and effects on reporting crimes.

EVIDENCE People won 25% of adjudicated appeals, per the rule.

WATCH Collection suits, which require DOJ to go to court; error rates.

Pz FDA allows salt substitutes in standardized foods

CHANGE Final rule (10.13, effective 12.14) amends 80 standards of identity, covering 139 foods, to permit salt substitutes.
FOR Lower sodium in familiar foods; voluntary, the FDA says.
AGAINST Commenters warned potassium is a hidden risk for people with chronic kidney disease; the FDA said "we do not

believe that a warning statement about hyperkalemia should be required.”
WATCH Outcomes among kidney patients.

P4 Kenya skips fuel price stabilization for one cycle

CHANGE The regulator said on 10.14, "We will not introduce the stabilisation for this pricing cycle." Nairobi kerosene rose KSh
28.49 to 219.87 a liter; diesel rose 9.90.

FOR Subsidies drain budgets in an oil shock and blunt the demand response.

AGAINST Kerosene is a staple fuel for many low-income households, so the jump is regressive.

WATCH Transport fares and inflation; the next pricing cycle on 11.14.

P5 US ends the customs exemption for medicines mailed from abroad

CHANGE "As of Oct. 22, that exemption will be indefinitely suspended," AP reported; mailed medicines will need additional
data and a bond.
POPULATION About 2.3 million Americans who buy drugs abroad, per a 2020 estimate in JAMA Network cited by AP.

p6 EUlists 12 for evading Russia sanctions

CHANGE The Council listed three individuals and nine entities in Russia, Turkiye, the UAE and India or the Seychelles for
parallel imports and oil-sanctions evasion, including the shadow fleet (10.15).
WATCH Responses in Tirkiye, the UAE and India; Reuters reports the US was weighing easing restrictions on shadow-fleet

tankers, unconfirmed.| PISCOURSE

ADMIRABLE INTENTIONS, UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES - FUEL PRICE CAPS
Governments of every political stripe cap pump prices to shield households from a war-driven spike. Thailand
capped diesel at 30 baht a liter; it now sells at 40, and the state Oil Fuel Fund's deficit was 80 billion baht in
September, expected to reach 100 billion in October (The Nation). When Kenya withheld its support for this cycle,
kerosene jumped in one step. The cap delays the price rise, adds a fiscal bill, and can hand households the full

shock at once when it ends.

SOURCE - FEDERAL REGISTER (10.14) [N - FEDERAL REGISTER (10.14) |KONM - FEDERAL REGISTER (10.13) [ - THE
KENYA TIMES (10.14) . AP VIA WUSF (10.12) . COUNCIL OF THE EU (10.15) [FCMM - THE NATION
(09.17) [PRESS| - REUTERS VIA GV WIRE (1@.16) |[PRESS
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/14/2026-21061/establishment-of-a-committee-of-inquiry-to-investigate-allegations-of-false-statements-by-lisa
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/14/2026-21024/imposition-and-collection-of-civil-penalties-for-certain-immigration-related-violations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/13/2026-20848/use-of-salt-substitutes-to-reduce-the-sodium-content-in-standardized-foods
https://thekenyatimes.com/breaking-news/epra-announces-new-fuel-prices-for-october-november-cycle/
https://thekenyatimes.com/breaking-news/epra-announces-new-fuel-prices-for-october-november-cycle/
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2026-10-12/cost-of-drugs-canada-set-to-soar-millions-of-americans-federal-rule
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/10/15/closing-loopholes-council-lists-individuals-and-entities-for-circumventing-eu-sanctions/
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40071125
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40071125
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/

@7 / THE ARGUMENT MAP

NO WINNER DECLARED Hﬂ

SHOULD THE EU USEITS BLOCKING STATUTE TO
SHIELD THE 1CC FROM US SANCTIONS?

Chosen because a cross-party letter forced the question this week, after the US added the International

Criminal Court itself to its sanctions list on 10.09. Both sides have arguments of substance.

Argument A: Yes, activate it

The court sits on EU territory, and 58 MEPs from four
groups call the sanctions "an attack by a foreign power on
an entity on EU territory." The 1996 Blocking Statute exists
to forbid European companies from complying with
foreign extraterritorial sanctions, and its credibility
depends on using it. Two scholars writing in Al Jazeera
argue that "Appeasing bullies only emboldens them" and

urge alternative payment channels as well. | DISCOURSE

EVIDENCE SUPPORTING A

OFAC added the ICC to its sanctions list on 10.09, issuing
four general licenses for ICC transactions, telecom and
software, pension payments and certain detainees.

The court's president asked for this protection in
March 2025, and the EU had not acted by 10.14

(EUobserver; Euronews).

WEAKNESSES OF A

European banks and insurers "could face secondary
penalties,” Euronews notes, so the statute could force
companies to choose between EU law and access to the
dollar system. A statute that firms ignore in practice would

weaken the EU's legal authority further.

Argument B: Not now, or not this way

The general licenses already allow core court operations,
so the immediate harm may be manageable. A public legal
confrontation with Washington during a war in the Gulf
and talks on Ukraine risks more than it protects; quieter
diplomacy, budget support and payment workarounds can

keep the court running.

EVIDENCE SUPPORTING B

The licenses cover general ICC transactions and pensions
(OFAC). EU foreign policy chief Kallas called the threat
"not acceptable," but the EU has yet to take concrete
action (Euronews). Euronews gives no reason for
the delay; reluctance to escalate is one possible reading.

ASSESSMENT

WEAKNESSES OF B

Licenses can be withdrawn at any time, and a 180-day
grace period cited by Al Jazeera's authors sets a deadline
either way. Delay may simply be how the decision gets

made by default.

Other frameworks. A realist reads the court as one more instrument of power, protected only as far as its backers will

pay. An institutionalist reads the statute's use or disuse as the measure of whether the EU's legal commitments bind it.

ASSESSMENT

What evidence would change the debate. A Commission proposal to amend the statute's annex; banks' public
statements on their exposure; any change to OFAC's licenses before the grace period ends.

SOURCE
EUOBSERVER

OFAC
(08.21)

. (1@.@9 . EURONEWS (10.14) . VASILIEV AND MARINIELLO, AL JAZEERA (10.11) .
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https://ofac.treasury.gov/recent-actions/20261009
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/14/meps-urge-eu-to-shield-international-criminal-court-from-us-sanctions
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/11/how-the-icc-can-be-saved
https://euobserver.com/233186/eu-urged-to-use-obscure-blocking-statute-to-protect-international-criminal-court-from-trump-sanctions/

©7B / RED TEAM / BLUE TEAM ONE PROPOSITION, ARGUED BOTH WAYS FROM PHILOSOPHY Hﬂ

RED TEAM / BLUE TEAM

Proposition: a city should delay legalizing driverless ride-hail services to protect the jobs of human drivers.

Blue defends it; Red attacks it. We don't pick a winner.

The hook: on 10.15 Washington, D.C.'s presumptive next mayor, Janeese Lewis George, asked the Council to delay a bill legalizing driverless
rides, writing that "DC is facing a jobs crisis" (Reason, 10.16).

BLUE TEAM
OF FORTUNE

DEFENDS GANDHI, THE WHEEL

The theory. Gandhi's economics judges a technology
by whether it keeps people in useful work. Writing on
India's hand-spinning, he blamed its decline on how
the East India Company carried it out, not on
machines as such: "No amount of appliances would
ever have displaced this national art and industry but
for this artificial and systematically cruel manner of

carrying out the destruction” (text).

Applied this week. If job loss from automation is a
policy choice, so is its pace. A city that sets the
timetable can retrain or compensate drivers first.

ASSESSMENT

Best evidence. A field experiment with 133 patent
lawyers found Al's skill gains on an unassisted task
appeared only among senior lawyers; junior lawyers
showed no average gain (Autor et al., NBER working
paper). The study measured lawyers' skills,

RED TEAM ATTACKS BASTIAT, THAT
WHICH IS SEEN, AND THAT WHICH IS NOT
SEEN (1850)

The theory. Bastiat argued that a policy's first effect
"manifests itself simultaneously with its cause--it is
seen," while the others "unfold in succession--they
are not seen" (text). Protecting visible jobs can

impose costs no one sees.

Applied this week. The drivers are seen. Unseen:
riders paying more, people without cars waiting
longer, and any change in road safety, which
advocates of driverless cars expect to improve but

which this proposition never weighs.

Best evidence. Reason's coverage asserts safety
gains but cites no data. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |
on safety in D.C. specifically.

What would make Red give ground. Evidence that
displaced drivers in comparable cities stayed out of
work for long periods while rider benefits were small.

not drivers' jobs; reading it as a sign that early-career
workers bear the costs of fast adoption is our

inference. [xssessnent ]

What would make Blue give ground. Evidence that
delay doesn't preserve the jobs, only postpones their
loss, while riders without cars bear the cost.

Where they really disagree. Both accept that automation shifts costs; they disagree on whose costs count first, the
identifiable worker or the dispersed rider, and on whether a government can time a technology's arrival without simply
delaying it. Part of that is empirical: what happened to drivers' earnings in cities that allowed driverless service.

ASSESSMENT

SOURCE - REASON (10.16) . GANDHI, THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE (PROJECT GUTENBERG) - BASTIAT, ESSAYS ON
POLITICAL ECONOMY (PROJECT GUTENBERG) - SEP, PHILOSOPHY OF TECHNOLOGY - AUTOR ET AL., NBER W35720 |PRE |
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https://www.gutenberg.org/files/41954/41954-h/41954-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15962/15962-h/15962-h.htm
https://reason.com/2026/10/16/presumptive-d-c-mayor-janeese-lewis-george-demands-halt-to-waymo-legalization-to-protect-drivers-jobs/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/41954/41954-h/41954-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15962/15962-h/15962-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/15962/15962-h/15962-h.htm
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/technology/
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w35720/w35720.pdf

©7B / RED TEAM / BLUE TEAM

H

08 / IDEOLOGICAL TURING TEST

POSITIONS AS THEIR ADVOCATES STATE THEM

\WHO SHOULD ANSWER \WWHEN AN Al AGENT

CAUSES HARM?

Live this week through a planned bipartisan liability bill, a voluntary White House accord and a run of op-

eds on strict liability, audits and a pause. Each position is drawn from a named advocate's published

argument.

PROGRESSIVE

Firms that build systems they can't fully control should carry the
cost of their failures, and so should their executives. Strict
liability puts the risk on the party able to reduce it. Danielle Keats
Citron: such systems "could be managed only if the entities
creating them were held fully liable for breaches."

DISCOURSE

CONSERVATIVE

An Al model is a product, and the law already knows what to do
with dangerous products: make the maker answer for them,
civilly and criminally. Sen. Josh Hawley: "At the end of the day,

they're a product.

LIBERAL (DELIBERATIVE)

Neither labs nor governments should set the pace alone. Héléne
Landemore and Audrey Tang propose a global citizens' assembly
chosen by lot: "Humanity alone stands above Al CEOs, the

governments in Washington and Beijing."

LIBERTARIAN

Regulation written out of fear risks bad law. Oren Etzioni, an Al
researcher and entrepreneur quoted on Cato's blog, said in a
debate transcribed on Cato's blog that he is "terrified of what the
democratic process does, particularly when it sets its mind to
regulate." He added, "l worry more about human stupidity than

about artificial intelligence."[ DISCOURSE

SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC

The liability fight misses the larger risk, which is distribution. lan
Goldin warns the technology "could end up making much of the

world poorer and more divided."| PISCOURSE

INSTITUTIONALIST / TECHNOCRATIC

Build the machinery other risky industries have: registration,
incident reporting on fixed deadlines, and independent audits.
Anna August: "We need to stop treating Al like software

development."| DISCOURSE

NATIONAL-SECURITY
Existing law is enough. Jay Clayton, Director of National
Intelligence, as quoted by Axios: "we have consumer protection

laws. We have product liability laws."| PISCOURSE

THE SHARED EVIDENCE

INTERNATIONAL

Audits work across borders where national liability doesn't.
Angela Huyue Zhang and Yue Zhao cite an OpenAl model that
"gained nonpublic access to an Australian government Medicare

statistics service."| DISCOURSE

No public register of Al-agent incidents exists, so the base rate of harm is unknown; outsiders learn of failures,
August writes, through "the goodwill of the people who built it." Whether the Hawley-Murphy bill has been formally

introduced couldn't be confirmed this week.| EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

SOURCE - CITRON (10.15) :
(09.29) [ORGE - GOLDIN (10.16) -

NEXTGOV (10.01) :
AUGUST, NOEMA (10.13) [PRESS] -

LANDEMORE AND TANG, NOEMA (@9.23) . CATO
AXIOS (10.01) . ZHANG AND ZHAO

(10.15)
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https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-firms-and-executives-must-be-held-liable-for-all-harms-caused-by-their-products-by-danielle-keats-citron-2026-10
https://www.nextgov.com/artificial-intelligence/2026/10/ai-firms-should-be-held-liable-their-models-actions-lawmakers-say/416374/
https://www.noemamag.com/let-the-people-decide-the-pace-of-frontier-ai
https://www.cato.org/blog/biggest-ai-risk-may-be-rush-regulate-it
https://www.cato.org/blog/biggest-ai-risk-may-be-rush-regulate-it
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/ai-revolution-could-leave-everyone-worse-off-by-ian-goldin-2026-10
https://www.noemamag.com/an-inside-look-at-how-to-tame-unstoppable-ai
https://axios.com/2026/10/01/hawley-murphy-ai-liability-trump
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/independent-ai-auditing-possible-and-necessary-by-angela-huyue-zhang-and-yue-zhao-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/independent-ai-auditing-possible-and-necessary-by-angela-huyue-zhang-and-yue-zhao-2026-10

09 / FORECASTING SCENARIOS, NOT CERTAINTY - ALL PROBABILITIES ARE Hﬂ
LAB FORECASTS

FORECASTING LAB

Nine odds moved this week, all on evidence named in the ledger. Where elections matter, only dated polling

is reported; no winner is predicted.

A The Ebola response

KNOWN 9,277 confirmed in DR Congo (ECDC, data to 10.14); about 460 to 490 new confirmed a week for the past two weeks,
after 343 the week before; two linked cases in Kenya; no licensed vaccine.

UNCERTAIN Where Kenya's second patient was infected; whether North Ubangi's reported cases are confirmed; the health
workers' strike; the funding reconciliation.

INDICATORS Weekly confirmed counts by province; Kenya's follow-up of the second patient's contacts; WHO's next notice;

donors' replies to Africa CDC.

HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-IMPACT
30 days WHO-reported confirmed cases pass  Weekly additions fall below 300 as lturi A confirmed case in a country beyond DR
10,000 by 10.31 (F-004). slows. Congo, Uganda and Kenya.

60 days Kenya reports no case beyond the first A third Kenyan case among the second A cluster in a major city outside Ituri and
two. patient's contacts. North Kivu.
1year The outbreak is still active on Declared over by 10.16.2027. Sustained regional spread.

10.16.2027.

3to5years Structural: whether any Bundibugyo vaccine reaches licensure, and whether outbreak financing moves toward country systems
after this week's accounting dispute. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | for odds. Base rate for the 1-year row: the West African
outbreak lasted about 30 months (12.2013 to 06.2016). The North Kivu and lturi outbreak lasted about 23 months from
declaration to end (08.2018 to 06.2020).

B The Gulf war

KNOWN 15 attacks on shipping in nine days; two Emirati ships sunk (Critical Threats Project); Riyadh's airport struck; Iran
reviewing US proposals; Brent futures about $109 on Friday afternoon.
UNCERTAIN Whether Gulf of Oman transfers resume; US policy after 11.03; whether the US joins Saudi strikes on the Houthis.
INDICATORS UKMTO incident counts; PortWatch transits; the gap between futures and Dated Brent; mediator travel.
HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-IMPACT
30 days No framework; attacks continue; A partial corridor or pause lets A strike on Gulf energy or desalination plants
transits stay under 20 a day. some cargo move. sends Brent futures above $130.
60 days Stalemate through the midterms. Wider US strikes after 11.03 (25%) A Houthi closure of the Bab el-Mandeb alongside
or a phased deal (15%). Hormuz.
1year Some reopening arrangement by mid-  Partial closure persists through Direct war between Iran and a Gulf state.
2027. 2027.
¢ Sudan
KNOWN Famine thresholds crossed in two Jebel Marra camps; drought across more than half the country; an appeal under
half funded.
UNCERTAIN Mortality data; access to Kordofan's front lines; whether Geneva talks convene.
INDICATORS An IPC update with mortality data; FEWS NET's outlook; Geneva dates.

LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-

HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE IMPACT

30 days No formal famine classification in a new A Famine Review Committee finding for a Mass deaths reported from camps
area. Darfur area. without access.
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09 / F

ORECASTING LAB

H

HORIZON

To 12.31

1year

ELECTION READINGS

BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE

IPC or its FRC classifies famine

somewhere in Sudan (F-011).

The war continues.

(DATED POLLING ONLY;

Warnings continue without a classification.

A ceasefire through the Geneva track or
African mediation.

NO WINNER PREDICTED)

LOW-PROBABILITY,
IMPACT

most of the region.

HIGH-

A Kordofan offensive cuts access to

Formal partition of control.

Brazil, runoff 10.25. Quaest (fieldwork 10.10 to 10.13, n=2,154, +2 points): Flavio Bolsonaro 46%, Lula 44% of total votes.
Datafolha (10.13 to 10.15, n=2,520, +2 points): 47% to 45%. Both are within the margin of error. Israel, 10.27. Four polls
reported by the Jerusalem Post on 10.11 put the two blocs at about 52 seats each in the paper's average, short of the 61
needed for a majority; fieldwork dates weren't given. US, 11.03. The RealClearPolling generic-ballot average reads
Democrats 50.0, Republicans 42.0, from polls dated 09.24 to 10.13; a national average doesn't translate directly into

seats.

FORECAST LEDGER WITH THE OUTSIDE VIEW

ID FORECAST OURS OUTSIDE VIEW RESOLVES
F-004 WHO-reported confirmed Bundibugyo cases exceed 10,000 55% (was None found (one untraded play- 10.31.2026
50) money market)
F-010 Security Council recommends a Secretary-General candidate 35% No market found. Base rate: 10.31.2026
(was 45) early October in 2006 and 2016;
in 1996, the last race this late,
the Council recommended Kofi
Annan on 12.13 (Security Council
Report; Resolution 1090)
F-002 US and Iran announce a signed ceasefire or phased reopening framework 10% (was Polymarket about 6%, 10.16, 11.02.2026
20) close: requires a Hormuz
shipping agreement [E'IKT:]
F-013 US unemployment for October is 4.3% or higher in BLS's first release 30% Kalshi about 31%, 10.16, exact 11.06.2026
LMKT
F-0@14 FAO Food Price Index for October above September's 136.0 55% None found 11.06.2026
F-015 Alocally acquired Bundibugyo case reported in Kenya 40% None found 11.15.2026
(was 15)
F-@16 US, Ukrainian and Russian officials hold a trilateral meeting 30% Polymarket about 67% for any 11.15.2026
(was 40)  Russia-Ukraine meeting by 10.31
(price last updated 09.27), close;
Manifold 7.5% for direct talks,
play money
F-006 PAHO commission finds the US has lost measles elimination status 75% None found 11.30.2026
F-009 US-China Al dialogue holds its next meeting by 11.30 65% Manifold 38%, play money, 11.30.2026
close: an announced
arrangement, not a meeting
F-007 Fed raises rates again at or before the 12.08 to 12.09 meeting 80% Kalshi about 81% for a 12.09.2026
(was 75)  December hike of any size
(about 77% for 25 bp, about 4%
for more), 10.16, a floor for "by
December” [MKT]
F-@01 IMF PortWatch 7-day average of Hormuz transits reaches 60 or more 15% (was Polymarket about 12%, 10.16, 12.31.2026
25) exact 1 MKT
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@9 / FORECASTING LAB

H

ID FORECAST

F-003 Brent settles below $90 on any day

F-005 Confirmed Bundibugyo case reported in South Sudan

F-008

F-011

Kadugli, 11.2025)

Federal funding lapse begins after the 12.11 continuing resolution expires

IPC or its Famine Review Committee classifies famine (Phase 5 area) in Sudan (a  45%
finding published after this forecast was logged; the last was El Fasher and

OURS OUTSIDE VIEW RESOLVES
25% (was None found 12.31.2026
35)
30% Polymarket 30% (price last 12.31.2026
updated 10.10), close: any Ebola
case [MKT |
30% None found 12.31.2026
None found 12.31.2026

(was 40)

Why we differ on F-016. Neither market asks our question. Polymarket counts any Russia-Ukraine meeting, including through mediators, and

its price hasn't updated since 09.27; Manifold asks about direct peace talks. We weigh this week's strikes on power plants and the absence of

a date. Why we differ on F-009. Manifold asks about an announced arrangement, a higher bar than a meeting. Graded this edition: none

came due. Running Brier score 0.1225 on one graded forecast (F-012, resolved yes); no outside venue has yet been scored head to head. F-

004 and F-010 resolve on 10.31. Markets are shown for comparison, never as advice; play-money odds are labeled as such.

0 POVO (10.14) .

JERUSALEM POST (1@.11)

SOURCE - POLYMARKET {MKT] . KALSHI {MKT] . MANIFOLD [MKT1}.
. REALCLEARPOLLING |DATA| - SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT (10.15) [ORG

10 / INTERVENTION VS. NON-INTERVENTION

FUEL SUPPORT IN AN OIL SHOCK

CAP PUMP PRICES, TARGET THE POOREST, OR
LET PRICES PASS THROUGII?

Chosen because Kenya did not apply its fuel stabilization for this pricing cycle and Thailand's fuel fund is

running a deep deficit, while futures stayed above $100. Every number past this week is an assumption, and

the assumptions are listed.

Intervention scenario

What it means: a government keeps a price cap or
subsidy for fuel, or replaces it with cash support aimed at
low-income households.

Human consequences: households avoid a sudden jump
in the cost of cooking fuel and transport; a broad cap also
benefits richer households, which buy more fuel.

ASSESSMENT

Economic cost: Thailand's Oil Fuel Fund deficit was 80
billion baht in September and was expected to reach 100

billion in October (The Nation).

Feasibility: broad caps are quick to apply; targeted cash
needs registries that many countries lack.

Second-order effects: a cap blunts the fall in demand
that the IEA projects for 2026 and must be financed by

borrowing or other spending.

Limited or no intervention

What it means: prices pass through, as in Kenya's new
cycle, where kerosene rose KSh 28.49 a liter in one step

(The Kenya Times).

Human consequences: the full shock reaches households
at once, hardest for those who cook with kerosene.

ASSESSMENT

Economic cost: lower fiscal cost; higher measured
inflation in the short run.

Unintended consequences: protests and political
pressure to reinstate caps, which can produce stop-start

policy. [ ASSESSMENT

@ MIND CLUB GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE

EDITION 004 10.17.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 25

MIND CLUB IS PUBLISHED BY TORPEDO PUBLISHING LLC


https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/markets?slug=strait-of-hormuz-traffic-returns-to-normal-by-december-31
https://api.elections.kalshi.com/trade-api/v2/markets?event_ticker=KXFEDDECISION-26DEC
https://manifold.markets/Terminator2/will-russia-and-ukraine-hold-direct
https://www.opovo.com.br/noticias/politica/eleicoes/2026/10/14/datafolha-e-quaest-divulgam-novas-pesquisas-sobre-2-turno-entre-lula-e-flavio.html
https://www.jpost.com/israel-election-2026/article-911262
https://www.realclearpolling.com/polls/state-of-the-union/generic-congressional-vote
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2026/10/sixth-security-council-straw-poll-on-un-secretary-general-candidates.php

10 / INTERVENTION VS. NON-INTERVENTION Hﬂ

HORIZON BROAD CAPS CONTINUE TARGETED SUPPORT FULL PASS-THROUGH
1year Lowest pump prices; widening fund Poorest households cushioned if Sharpest price jump; lowest fiscal
deficits. registries reach them. cost.
5 years Debt from the episode remains; caps are Registries built now serve later shocks. Demand adjusts; trust in government
hard to remove. may suffer.
10 years Subsidy habits slow the shift away from oil. Depends on whether the program was Prices drive efficiency and
kept honest. substitution.

Assumptions: oil stays above $90 into 2027; registries can reach low-income households; no new financing from the IMF or World Bank. Each

scenario cell is an| ASSESSMENT | ; none has been modeled for Kenya or Thailand.l EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | for country-specific
estimates.

SOURCE - THE KENYA TIMES (10.14) - THE NATION (@9.17) - IEA (10.14) KeleY

11 / HUMAN PROGRESS GOOD NEWS THAT GETS UNDERREPORTED - LONGITUDINAL DATA

HUMAN PROGRESS THE NE\WS SKIPPED

Slow improvement rarely makes the news. Four long series, each with its caveat, and one public program that

measurably worked this year.

INDICATOR THE LONG RUN CHANGE CAVEAT
Under-5 deaths 13.0 million (1990) - 10.1 million (2000) > 4.9 —-60% 4.9 million children still died in 2024;
UN IGME million (2024); the rate fell from 93.5 to 37.4 rate per 1,000 births aid cuts since 2025 threaten the
per 1,000 births. trend.
AIDS deaths 2.1 million (2004 peak) - 1.3 million (2010) » -73% New infections are still 1.2 million a
UNAIDS 570,000 (2025); people on treatment 7.6 year.
million (2010) » 32.1 million (2025).
Malaria An estimated 2.3 billion cases and 14 million 37 vs 13 Deathswere 610,000 in 2024 against
WHO World Malaria Report deaths averted from 2000 to 2024; countries 578,000 in 2015; partial drug
2025 with fewer than 1,000 cases rose from 13 to resistance is confirmed in four
37. African countries.
Guinea worm About 3.5 million human cases a year in 21 >99 .99% Animal infections, in Cameroon and
Carter Center countries (1986) » 15 (2024) » 10 (2025, Chad, are the remaining obstacle.
provisional).

COOPERATION THAT PRODUCED MEASURABLE PROGRESS - INFANT RSV PROTECTION IN GALICIA
Galicia, in Spain, offered the antibody nirsevimab to all infants through its public health system. A review in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases (10.13) associates the program with 85.9% fewer hospitalizations for RSV lower

respiratory infection in its first season, with a 55.3% reduction persisting into the second. The design is

observational, so the size of the effect carries some uncertainty.
SOURCE - UN IGME REPORT 2025 . UNAIDS FACTSHEET (07.27) [EEXBl - WHO MALARIA BRIE - CARTER

CENTER VIA ALLAFRICA (01.30) ORG | - MARTINON-TORRES ET AL., LANCET INFECT DIS (10.13)
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https://thekenyatimes.com/breaking-news/epra-announces-new-fuel-prices-for-october-november-cycle/
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40071125
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/UNIGME-Child-Mortality-Report-2025.pdf
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/2026-07/2026_UNAIDS_Global_HIV_Factsheet_en.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/malaria/world-malaria-reports/world-malaria-report-2025-partner-briefing-eng.pdf
https://allafrica.com/stories/202601300463.html
https://allafrica.com/stories/202601300463.html
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00419-6

11 / HUMAN PROGRESS Bﬂ

12 / ONE CONVERSATION WORTH HAVING NO OBVIOUS ANSWER

ONE CONVERSATION WORTH HAVING

When the referee answers to one of the players, who certifies the result, and would you accept the

same arrangement if the other side controlled it?

The question came up four times this week, in elections, credit ratings, Al safety and outbreak finance. Directions the

conversation could take:

OUTSIDE REFEREES

The US didn't invite OSCE election observers this year, the first
time since 2002, swissinfo reported; the OSCE called it
"regrettable." Is a foreign observer more credible to voters, or
less legitimate?

REFEREES CHOSEN BY THE JUDGED

Africa's new credit rating agency is meant to correct what its
backers see as bias; one analyst told AFP, "If it will not downgrade
an African sovereign, markets will treat it as advocacy." Can an
insider earn outsiders' trust?

REFEREES FOR PRIVATE POWER
Anna August argues outsiders learn of Al failures only through

"the goodwill of the people who built it"; Landemore and Tang
propose citizens chosen by lot. Audits, lotteries or courts?

SOURCE

- SWISSINFO (09.25) .

AFP VIA EWN (10.07) -

CHECKING THE BOOKS

Africa CDC is seeking a reconciliation of donor money paid to
the agencies and NGOs running the Ebola response; by Africa
CDC's account, only 30% of those organizations shared financial
data. When a regional agency checks the response's books,
whose numbers should the public trust?

NOEMA (10.13) . NOEMA (09.23)

13 / INTELLECTUAL CROSS-TRAINING

DELIBERATELY OUTSIDE THE USUAL DIET

INTELLECTUAL CROSS - TRAINING

FORMAT PICK WHY IT DESERVES YOUR TIME
Long-form Anna August, "An Inside Look At How To Tame Unstoppable Al," A working auditor's case for registration, incident
Noema, 10.13 reporting and audits.
Contrarian Dmitri Trenin, "Will Ukraine survive the winter2", Al Jazeera, 10.12 Moscow's strategic-patience thesis, stated plainly
by a prominent Russian analyst: "in the end Kiev is
bound to lose." Read it as a statement of a
worldview.
Paper Autor et al., "Does Al Assistance Enhance or Erode Expertise?”, A pre-registered field experiment with 133 patent
NBER w35720 lawyers: Al improved drafts, but on an unassisted
task 90 days later gains showed up only among
senior lawyers.
Podcast First Things editors, "The Execution Will Not Be Televised," 10.16 A religious-conservative editorial board on the
canceled Hasan execution livestream.
Book Scott Greer, Whitepill: The Online Right and the Making of Trump's An insider history of the online right, reviewed by a
America, via Aaron M. Renn's review, 10.14 conservative who disputes its emphasis.
Interview Nick Gillespie with Mark Cuban, Reason, 10.14 Drug middlemen and feeds for under-16s, from a

libertarian outlet.
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/global-elections/the-us-is-not-inviting-osce-election-observers-heres-why/92119305
https://www.ewn.co.za/2026/10/07/africa-launches-own-credit-agency-in-bid-for-cheaper-borrowing
https://www.noemamag.com/an-inside-look-at-how-to-tame-unstoppable-ai
https://www.noemamag.com/let-the-people-decide-the-pace-of-frontier-ai
https://www.noemamag.com/an-inside-look-at-how-to-tame-unstoppable-ai
https://www.noemamag.com/an-inside-look-at-how-to-tame-unstoppable-ai
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/12/will-ukraine-survive-the-winter
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w35720/w35720.pdf
https://www.nber.org/system/files/working_papers/w35720/w35720.pdf
https://firstthings.com/the-execution-will-not-be-televised/
https://firstthings.com/meet-the-post-religious-right/
https://firstthings.com/meet-the-post-religious-right/
https://reason.com/podcast/2026/10/14/mark-cuban-id-get-rid-of-all-political-parties/

14 / EARLY SIGNALS TOO EARLY TO CONFIRM, TOO SLOW FOR HEADLINES Hﬂ

EARLY SIGNALS

Stories that matter to people but haven't been confirmed, or haven't reached the front pages. Every source below was opened and checked;
the event itself may still be unconfirmed, and we say so.

TOO EARLY TO CONFIRM

e1 Africa CDC says most donor-reported Ebola money is unknown to Kinshasa

What's reported. Africa CDC said in a statement republished by Actualite.cd on 10.15 that donors report nearly $962
million disbursed for DR Congo's Ebola response and that more than $700 million of it is unknown to the country's
national authorities. Radio Okapi reported that verification traced only about $200 million among partners that took

part.

Who's reporting. Africa CDC Official, via Actualite.cd Independent press; Radio Okapi Official, the
UN mission's radio.

Confirmed so far. The statement exists, and fewer than 30% of the partners took part in the tracing, Radio Okapi
reported. A Radio Okapi headline on 10.16 says 72 structures were barred from operating; we couldn't open the
article.

Not confirmed. Whether the money is missing, spent outside the national plan, or simply not reported to Kinshasa; no
donor reply was found. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

The tell. Donors' or WHO's published reconciliation against DR Congo's response plan; OCHA's Financial Tracking
Service figures for the response.

E2 Ebola reported in an eighth Congolese province

What's reported. ECDC wrote on 10.16, relaying media reports that quote officials, that "two cases have been confirmed
in North Ubangi, making it the eighth affected province," after a series of suspected deaths in a mining area of Wapinda

health zone.
Who's reporting. ECDC Official, relaying media; The New Humanitarian Independent press.
Confirmed so far. UKHSA's official count as of 10.11 lists seven provinces and 65 health zones.

Not confirmed. The North Ubangi cases in any official line list. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

The tell. DR Congo's INSP situation report or a WHO notice naming North Ubangi and Wapinda.

E3 A second tumor linked to a gene therapy vector inserting into a child's DNA

What's reported. A letter in the New England Journal of Medicine (10.15) describes a child treated with an AAV gene
therapy for Krabbe disease, after two cord-blood transplants, who developed a tumor 26 months later; sequencing
found a vector fragment inserted in the GLI1 gene. The authors call it the second such report.

Who's reporting. Vo et al., NEJM [Peer] letter in a peer-reviewed journal.

Confirmed so far. The event was reported to the FDA, and the patient remains asymptomatic, the authors write.

Not confirmed. Whether the vector alone caused the tumor, since prior transplant conditioning may have contributed,
and whether the risk applies to other AAV products. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

The tell. An FDA safety communication or clinical hold; long-term integration data from other AAV programs.
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https://actualite.cd/2026/10/15/communique-dafrica-cdc-sur-le-financement-de-la-riposte-lepidemie-debola-en-rdc
https://www.radiookapi.net/2026/10/15/actualite/sante/rdc-le-cdc-afrique-exige-des-comptes-sur-plus-de-700-millions-usd
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2026/10/16/ethiopia-eritrea-war-fears-gaza-base-blocked-kabila-new-coalition-cheat-sheet
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMc2607927

14 / EARLY SIGNALS Bﬂ

LAST WEEK'S SIGNALS

# SIGNAL THEN NOW STATUS
E1 Unexplained death at the Plague neither confirmed nor ~ WHO (DON620, 10.10): "the fatality was not due to [F:A:DED:]
Irkutsk Anti-Plague ruled out; no secondary cases plague infection,” per Russian testing; follow-up
Institute (ECDC, 10.06) ended with no further cases; the cause is still

undiagnosed

E2 Darfur's rains falter as Radio Dabanga reports; IPC Alert (10.12): drought across more than half of
millet prices double harvest shortfall unmeasured  Sudan, rains "too late to save most cereal crops";
famine thresholds crossed in two camps

E3 A Saudi, Pakistani and Pakistani Foreign Office Pakistan's military spokesman: "we, the forces of
Turkish defense pact statement via Dawn (10.05) Pakistan, are already there" (Arab News Pakistan,
moves to deployment 10.08); no Turkish deployment or ratification
confirmed

Signals resolved so far: 2; confirmed 1; debunked 0.

TOO SLOW TO MAKE HEADLINES

s1 Clade I mpox is now routine in Europe
ECDC counted 342 clade | mpox cases in 17 European countries in September alone, and 1,939 over the past twelve

months, with 13% hospitalized; it says severity "remains generally mild." Why it matters over 1to 5 years: a
strain that arrived as rare imports in 2024 now circulates at scale in high-income countries, which changes vaccine

demand and the case for global supply.

s2 Most women in poorer countries have never had a cervical screen

A WHO-led study in The Lancet Global Health finds five-year cervical screening coverage among women aged 30 to 49
was 35% worldwide in 2022: 26% in low- and middle-income countries against 74% in high-income ones. Why it
matters: HPV testing reaches 2% of women in poorer countries, so cervical cancer deaths will fall slowly there even as

HPV vaccination spreads.

SOURCE - WHO DON620 (10.10) [N - IPC ALERT (10.12) . ARAB NEWS PAKISTAN (10.08) - ECDC WEEK
42 (10.16) [0 - SERRANO ET AL., LANCET GLOBAL HEALTH

15 / SIGNAL VS. NOISE END OF THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION

SIGNAL VS. NOISE

Five signals Five distractions

01  Ebola's weekly additions have held above 450 01  'The livestream of the Hasan execution: called
for two weeks, with cases reported in an eighth off on 10.15, while the execution date of 12.03
province. didn't change (Reason).

02  Gulf oil flows fell back toward wartime lows 02  'The claim that a Senate candidate vomits after
within days, undoing September's partial barbecues: PolitiFact found "no reporting,
recovery. videos or photos."
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2026-DON620
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Alert_Sudan_Oct2026.pdf
https://www.arabnews.pk/saudi-arabia/pakistan-military-confirms-deployment-of-forces-to-saudi-arabia-under-makkah-pact-3003533
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-week-42-2026.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-week-42-2026.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.langlo.2026.104044

15 / SIGNAL VS. NOISE

03 Famine-level malnutrition in two Darfur camps,
confirmed by the IPC before any formal famine
finding.

04 The IMF's 2026 forecast rests on Hormuz
reopening by March.

05 A formal White House process to weigh

removing a Fed governor for cause.

SOURCE - REASON (10.16) PRESS

POLTITIFACT (1@.13) PRESS

03  'The backlash over a comedian's late-night

monologue, which no institution acted on.

04  One-time $90 checks for Medicare enrollees,
small against Part B premiums Reason puts at

$202 a month.

05  'The new African rating agency as a fix for
borrowing costs; the AU's own chair says it

won't cut them soon.

REASON (10.13) PRESS | - REASON (10.14) PRESS

- BUSINESS DAY (10.08) PRESS

16 / PHILOSOPHY LENS

ONE ISSUE,

ONE CLASSICAL AND ONE MODERN READING

\WHO IS TO BLAME \WHEN AN Al AGENT GOES

WRONG?

'The liability debate in 08 is also an old question about responsibility for acts we didn't foresee. Two readings,

two millennia apart.

ARISTOTLE, NICOMACHEAN ETHICS, BOOK III

Core claim. Responsibility follows voluntary action, and action
done in ignorance of the particulars isn't fully voluntary:
"Everything that is done by reason of ignorance is not voluntary."
We are "masters of our actions from the beginning right to the

end, if we know the particular facts" (Ross translation).

Applied this week. A developer can't know the particular act an
agent will take, which on Aristotle's terms may lower blame for
that act. But Aristotle also writes that "we punish a man for his
very ignorance, if he is thought responsible for the ignorance," so
the harder question is the earlier choice: deploying a system
whose particulars no one can know is itself done knowingly.

ASSESSMENT

(1976)
MORAL LUCK

BERNARD WILLIAMS
(1979),

AND THOMAS NAGEL

Core claim. Ordinary moral judgment depends on outcomes
outside an agent's control: two equally careful drivers are judged
differently if only one hits a child. The Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy describes their "now classic pair of articles" arguing

that our practice implies such luck (SEP).

Applied this week. Strict liability writes moral luck into law: two
equally careful labs pay differently depending on whether their
agent happened to cause harm. Defenders say that's the price of
creating the risk; critics say it punishes outcomes rather than

fault.| ASSESSMENT

17 / POLITICAL SCIENCE LENS

ONE FRAMEWORK, APPLIED TO THE WEEK

VETO PLAYERS AND THE RACE FOR UN

SECRETARY-GENERAL

The framework. George Tsebelis's veto players theory (2002) holds that policy changes only when every actor able to
block it prefers the change to the status quo; the more veto players, and the further apart their preferences, the more

stable the status quo (secondary summary, Wikipedia).
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https://reason.com/2026/10/16/america-abandoned-public-executions-for-a-good-reason/
https://politifact.com/factchecks/2026/oct/13/donald-trump/james-talarico-texas-paxton-vegan-meat-vomit/
https://reason.com/2026/10/13/the-shane-gillis-snl-backlash-is-really-stupid/
https://reason.com/2026/10/14/trumps-90-checks-to-seniors-look-a-lot-like-vote-buying/
https://www.businessday.co.za/economy/2026-10-08-africa-launches-credit-ratings-agency-to-tackle-risk-bias/
https://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.3.iii.html
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-luck/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veto_player

17 / POLITICAL SCIENCE LENS Hﬂ

What it predicts. In a Security Council selection, each of the five permanent members can block a candidate. The
theory predicts the winner is the candidate none of the five discourages, not the one with the most support, and that

selection slows as the five diverge.| ASSESSMENT

What the evidence shows. After five straw polls, Security Council Report found no candidate with support "that would
clearly indicate that a consensus is emerging"; the leader, Rebeca Grynspan, drew more discouraging votes in the fifth.
The sixth poll, set for 10.16, was expected to be the first in this year's process to use color-coded ballots separating
permanent members' votes, a device also used in 1996. On a deadlock, the report adds: "There is no straightforward
precedent for such a situation." The color-coded round is the theory's test: if a permanent member

discourages the leader, her lead in total votes matters little.

SOURCE - SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT (10.15) [ORG' . WIKIPEDIA, VETO PLAYER (SECONDARY)

18 / THIS WEEK IN FIVE SENTENCES FOR DINNER, A BOARDROOM OR A POLICYMAKER

THIS \WEEK IN FIVE SENTENCES

01 DR Congo's Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak passed 9,000 confirmed cases with no licensed vaccine, and
Kenya's second case was caught because he was already in quarantine.

02  Attacks on ships near Hormuz rose again, and Kpler data show Gulf oil flows falling to 2.9 million barrels
on 10.11, a fraction of pre-war levels.

03  In Sudan the IPC found child malnutrition above the famine threshold in two Darfur camps, while a
formal famine finding waits on mortality data the war makes hard to collect.

04  'The IMF raised its 2026 growth forecast to 3.1% on the assumption that Hormuz shipping resumes by
March, and this week's shipping data moved the other way.

05  The week's best-evidenced reason for hope: in a trial in Kenya, South Africa and Uganda, HIV injections
every eight weeks kept 91.0% of people who had struggled with daily pills virally suppressed, against 89.2%

on pills (NEJM, 10.15). [ FAcT ]
SOURCE - CRESSWELL ET AL., NEJM (10.15)

19 / ASK MIND CLUB AND CORRECTIONS READER QUESTIONS, ANSWERED WITH SOURCES

ASK MIND CLUB

No reader question this week. Send one through punitdhillon.com/mindclub or by replying to the email.

CORRECTIONS LOG

EDITION WHAT WE GOT WRONG WHAT IT SHOULD SAY FIXED
003 Dashboard: "US-China truce expires  Treasury Secretary Bessent said on 09.23 that the truce due to expire on 10.16.2026
11.10 with no extension agreed.” 11.10 had been extended by two months, to 01.10.2027 (Reuters via Korea
Times, 09.24).

SOURCE - REUTERS VIA KOREA TIMES (09.24)
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2026/10/sixth-security-council-straw-poll-on-un-secretary-general-candidates.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veto_player
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa2518753
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/world/20260924/us-china-agree-to-extend-trade-truce-by-two-months-work-on-bigger-deal-bessent-says

20 / SOURCES

SOURCES

CHECKED BEFORE PRINT

CHECKED BEFORE PRINT, THEN EVERY LINK CITED Hﬂ

Fourteen claims checked against their sources on 10.16.2026, including one row for each Early signals report.

‘Three passages were requoted in full before print; no claim had to change.

# CLAIM AS PRINTED SOURCE THE PASSAGE VERDICT BEFORE PRINT
SO1 9,277 confirmed Bundibugyo ECDC. 10.16 KM "reported a total of 9 277 confirmed cases, including MATCH Nothing
cases and 4,478 deaths in DR 4 478 related deaths"
Congo
S02 Kenya's second case, a family ~ UKHSA week 41,10.15  "On 14 October 2026, Kenya's MoH reported an Nothing
member, fell ill in quarantine GOV additional confirmed case in a family member" ...
"The case experienced symptom onset on 13
October 2026 while in quarantine.”
S03 Iranian attacks sank two Critical Threats "Iranian attacks also sank two Emirati cargo vessels in Passage completed;
Emirati cargo vessels Project, 10.14 | ORG the strait on October 14." date added to item 02
S04 The IEA warns the September  |EA, 10.14 "Renewed attacks in the Gulf leave the recovery Nothing
recovery in flows is fragile fragile."
S05  Malnutrition above the IPC Alert, 10.12 "Two camps crossing the 30% Famine threshold, at Nothing
famine threshold in two 38% and 30.8%."
camps, 38% and 30.8%
S06  Trump announced an energy Al Jazeera, 10.11 "Effective immediately, there is an ENERGY Nothing
ceasefire on 10.11 CEASEFIRE in the War between Russia and Ukraine.
Both parties have agreed"
SO7 At least five killed in strikes on  Bloomberg via The "at least five people were killed and 25 injured" Nothing
10.14 Spokesman-Review
014
S08  IMF forecasts 3.1% global AP via WFTV, 10.13 "The IMF says it expects the global economy to grow Nothing
growth in 2026 at a 3.1% pace this year."
S09 USCPlup3.7% intheyearto BLS, 10.14 "Over the last 12 months, the all items index Passage completed
September increased 3.7 percent before seasonal adjustment.”
S10  Brent futures $109.34 at 12:41  Reuters via GV Wire "Brent crude futures were up $3.41, or 3.2%, at Passage requoted
pm Eastern on Friday 10.16 $109.34 at 12:41 p.m. ET (1641 GMT)" verbatim
S1 EC-002: Kenya's ministry said ~ Capital FM, 10.14 "early detection and isolation had helped limit the Nothing
early detection and isolation risk of further transmission"
helped limit transmission
$12  E1: more than $700 million Africa CDC via "plus de 700 millions USD demeurent inconnus des Nothing
unknown to DR Congo's Actualite.cd, 10.15 autorités nationales de la RDC"
authorities GOV
$13  E2: two cases reported in ECDC. 10.16 "two cases have been confirmed in North Ubangi, Nothing
North Ubangi making it the eighth affected province."
S14  E3: authors call for safer AAV Vo et al., NEJM, 10.15  "These findings argue for splice-donor-free cassette Nothing

vector design and
surveillance

design, attention to vector purity, and extended
genomic surveillance after AAV gene therapy.”

Sources are checked against the page as read on the date shown. Pages change; when one does, the check keeps its date and the brief notes

the change in the next edition.

EVERY LINK CITED

In order of first use, each with the badge for its kind of source.
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outbreaks-under-monitoring-in-2026/outbreaks-under-monitoring-week-41-week-ending-11-october-2026
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-14-2026
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-14-2026
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Alert_Sudan_Oct2026.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/11/trump-says-ukraine-russia-agree-to-energy-ceasefire-2
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2026/oct/14/russia-hits-ukraine-energy-plants-in-a-blow-to-tru/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2026/oct/14/russia-hits-ukraine-energy-plants-in-a-blow-to-tru/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2026/oct/14/russia-hits-ukraine-energy-plants-in-a-blow-to-tru/
https://www.wftv.com/news/business/imf-raises-its/SDRZ4BDWFE4WRPOI7WVVJWUFHI/
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/
https://capitalfm.africa/second-ebola-case-detected-in-quarantine-as-contact-tracing-intensifies/
https://actualite.cd/2026/10/15/communique-dafrica-cdc-sur-le-financement-de-la-riposte-lepidemie-debola-en-rdc
https://actualite.cd/2026/10/15/communique-dafrica-cdc-sur-le-financement-de-la-riposte-lepidemie-debola-en-rdc
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMc2607927

20 / SOURCES H

ECDC (10.16) ecdc . europa. eu 58. Irish Times (10.14) irishtimes.com

UKHSA week 41(10.15) gov . uk 59 . general.legal (accord summary) general.legal | ORG

Citizen Digital (10.14) citizen.digital 60. Kalshi (10.16) api.elections.kalshi.comt MKT 1

Capital FM (10.14) capitalfm.africa 61. Reuters via Korea Times (09.24) koreatimes . co.kr
CIDRAP cidrap.umn.edu 62. Council of the EU (10.15) consilium.europa.eu

Mayer et al., Lancet Infect Dis (10.13) doi . org 63. NEJM, IMPALA (10.15) doi . org

Jain et al,, Lancet Infect Dis (10.15) doi . org 64. Lancet Infect Dis, nirsevimab (1013) doi .org

Fangetal doi.org 65. Lancet Infect Dis, E. coli vaccine (10.12) doi . org

Fayeetal. doi.org 66. The Herald (10.16) theherald. co. za

Chan and Nishiura doi.org

Swanson etal. dot or g 67. APvia WUSF (10.12) wusf.org

Kucharski et al, doi . org 68. CDC measles (10.09) cdc . gov

Pandey et al. doi . org 69. CIDRAP, Pennsylvania cidrap.umn.edu

Wells et al. doi . org 70. CDC ACIP meetings cdc . gov

Peak et al. doi . org 71. WHO DON620 (10.10) who . int |[EEN

Al Jazeera (10.14) aljazeera.com 72. The New Humanitarian (10.16) thenewhumanitarian.org
Critical Threats Project (10.14) criticalthreats.org [ORG 73. Radio Okapi (10.15) radiookapi . net

Bernama (10.12) bernama . com 74. Piot and Muyembe-Tamfum, The Lancet doi.org

IEA Qil Market Report (10.14) iea . org 75. CIDRAP cidrap.umn.edu

EIA(10.14) eia. gov 76 . Wikipedia compilation (war start, Brent peak) en.wikipedia.org
IMF PortWatch services?.arcgis.com 77. Arab News Pakistan (10.08) arabnews . pk

Reuters via GV Wire (10.16) gvwire. com 78 . Al Jazeera opinion, Assal (10.14) aljazeera.com
IPC Alert, Sudan (10:12) ipcinfo.org 79 . Sudan Tribune (08.10) sudantribune.com

UN News via AllAfrica (10.12) allafrica.com 80. Radio Dabanga (10.08) dabangasudan .org

AP via PBS (10.12) pbs . org 81. Axios (10.01)axios4com

Radio Dabanga (10.12) dabangasudan.org 82. Nextgov (10.01) nextgov.com

Radio Dabanga (10.15) dabangasudan . org 83. Zhangand Zhao (10.15) project-syndicate.org

Al Jazeera (101 aljazeera.com 84. Citron (10.15) project-syndicate.org

Al Jazeera (10.13) aljazeera. com 85. Eichengreen et al. (10.14) project-syndicate.org
Bloomberg via The Spokesman-Review (10.14) spokesman . com 86. EUobserver (08.21) euobserver . com

All India Radio (10.12) newsonair . gov. in 87. Euronews (10.14) euronews . com

AP via WFTV (10.15) wftv.. com 88. AFPvia EWN (10.07) ewn.co.za

BLS CPI(10.14) bls . gov I 89. Business Day (10.08) businessday.co.za

Kalshi (10.16) api . elections.kalshi. com} MKT ] 90. Ben-Ami(10.16) project-syndicate.org

The Kenya Times (10.14) thekenyatimes.com 91. Fazal (10.16) aljazeera. com

US Labor Department (10.15) dol . gov 92. Miiller (10.15) project-syndicate.org
Census Bureau (10.15) census . gov 93. Noema, August (10.13) noemamag . com

Al Jazeera, citing ACLED (10.15) aljazeera. com 94. Reason, Ciaramella (10.16) reason . com

AP via WDIV (10.16) cLickondetroit.com 95. First Things, Renn (10.14) firstthings.com
The Statesman via Asia News Network (10.12) asianews .network | PRESS 96 . PolitiFact (10.13) politifact . com

Critical Threats Project (10.18) criticalthreats.org [ORG 97 . Lead Stories (10.13) Leadstories.com
Reuters via Al-Monitor (10.07) al-monitor. com 98. AAP FactCheck (10.12) aap.com. au

AP via WJXT (10.11) news4jax . com 99. PolitiFact (10.08) politifact .com

Radio Okapi radiookapi.net 100. Federal Register (10.14) federalregister.gov
Actualite.cd actualite.cd 101. Federal Register (10.13) federalregister.gov
The New Times newtimes . co.rw 102. The Nation (09.17) nationthailand.com

Al Jazeera English aljazeera. com 103. OFAC(10.09) ofac. treasury.gov

Associated Press abcnews . com 104. Vasiliev and Mariniello, Al Jazeera (10.11) aljazeera.com
Africa CDC statement via Actualite.cd (10.15) actualite.cd kel 105. text gutenberg.org

Radio Okapi (10.16) radiookapi.net 106. text gutenberg.org

ECDC week 42 (10.16) ecdc . europa.eu 107. Reason (10.16) reason.com

Al Jazeera, Gaza (10.13) aljazeera. com 108. SEP, Philosophy of Technology plato.stanford.edu

Federal Register, civil penalties (10.14) federalregister . gov 109. Autor et al. NBER w35720 nber . org | PRE |
The New Humanitarian (10.15) thenewhumanitarian.org 110. Landemore and Tang, Noema (09.23) noemamag . com
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outbreaks-under-monitoring-in-2026/outbreaks-under-monitoring-week-41-week-ending-11-october-2026
https://citizen.digital/article/kenya-confirms-second-ebola-case-as-108-contacts-placed-in-quarantine-n392059
https://capitalfm.africa/second-ebola-case-detected-in-quarantine-as-contact-tracing-intensifies/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/second-ebola-patient-identified-kenya
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00529-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00544-X
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1518587113
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1473-3099(14)71075-8
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsif.2020.0498
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0006762
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1508814112
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260612
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003794
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1616438114
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/14/iran-steps-up-hormuz-surveillance-attacks-soar-oil-flows-crash-again
https://www.criticalthreats.org/analysis/iran-update-october-14-2026
https://bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=2619053
https://www.iea.org/reports/oil-market-report-october-2026
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/
https://services9.arcgis.com/weJ1QsnbMYJlCHdG/arcgis/rest/services/Daily_Chokepoints_Data/FeatureServer/0/query?where=portid%3D%27chokepoint6%27&outFields=*&orderByFields=date+DESC&resultRecordCount=14&f=json
https://gvwire.com/2026/10/16/oil-prices-gain-more-than-3-heading-for-weekly-gain-with-focus-on-middle-east-supply/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Alert_Sudan_Oct2026.pdf
https://allafrica.com/stories/202610130016.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/sudans-famine-risk-worsened-by-conflict-drought-and-funding-shortages-report-says
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/malnutrition-deaths-reach-1852-in-areas-controlled-by-slm-aw
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