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@0 / AT A GLANCE WEEK OF MON ©9.28 TO FRI 10.02 - EDITION 002 Bﬂ

STALLED TALKS, SLOWER JOBS, DEARER FOOD

US-Iran talks stalled in New York and the strait stayed mostly shut. The week's data showed what that costs:
food prices up, US job growth near a standstill, markets pricing a likely Fed hike.
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# THE WORLD IN FIVE MINUTES SOURCES PRIORITY
01 Hormuz, month eight: talks stalled in New York and traffic stayed a small fraction of [PRESS |
normal. E
02 Food and prices: FAO's index rose to 136.0; euro-area inflation jumped to 3.8%.
03 Ebolain DR Congo: 8,224 confirmed cases; growth slowing, still no licensed vaccine.
04 Sudan and the aid squeeze: a battlefield gain, a funding cliff.
05 US jobs and rates: 29,000 jobs added; a top Fed official says one more hike may be [E'IK:T:]
appropriate.
06 US detention and refugee rules: the Supreme Court takes the bond-hearing case. W ORG
07 Ukraine: Kyiv's first emergency power cuts since spring. Gov
08 Gaza, nearly a year into the ceasefire: 1,402 reported deaths since it began.
09 Superintelligence: a ban bill, a voluntary accord and California's new laws, in ten days. Gov
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1 / THE WORLD IN 5 MINUTES RANKED BY CONSEQUENCE FOR PEOPLE, NOT ATTENTION

THE \WORLD IN FIVE MINUTES

Nine developments, ordered by what they do to people's lives. How much they trended played no part in the

order.

01

HOW TO READ THIS BRIEF
The world brief with accountability. Every important claim carries a label: supported by the cited
source, our reasoned reading, a judgment about the future with its odds,

an argument someone made, not a verified claim, and | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | when that's the
truth of it. Key claims carry a receipt: the source passage, checked before print, with a verdict

' oPEN L. Badges show what kind of source stands behind a line: government, court or
intergovernmental body peer-reviewed | FRE | preprint or working paper curated dataset ORG an
organization's own release [PRess |journalism [MkT | prediction market. Arrows: 1 improving - flat o
worsening. In Red Team / Blue Team the colors are war-game roles, never parties. Items are ranked by how

many people a development reaches, how badly, how hard it is to reverse and how soon.

ANTI-ECHO-CHAMBER CHECK - WHERE THIS WEEK'S FIVE REQUIRED ITEMS LIVE

Likely to reinforce a common belief: publicly funded trials in poorer countries can cut the cost of a cure
(India's hepatitis C trial, section 18). Likely to challenge one: that rent caps and eviction freezes are the fastest
help for tenants (Spain, sections 03C and 07B). Genuinely ambiguous: whether Ebola in DR Congo has peaked
(section 03B). Admirable intentions, undesirable consequences: tariffs and import bans meant to protect US
manufacturing (section 06). Cooperation that produced measurable progress: Uganda ended its Bundibugyo
outbreak at about 20 cases (section 11).

Hormuz, month eight: talks stall on the order of steps

WHAT HAPPENED Qatar-mediated US-Iran talks in New York reached "a stalemate"” on Monday 09.28, Axios reported; a US

official said Secretary of State Rubio then told Iran's delegation to leave, while Iran's UN mission said it
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WHY IT MATTERS

WHY IT RANKS
HERE

WHO IS AFFECTED

MAGNITUDE

WHAT CHANGED

HEADLINES MISS

left "in accordance with the schedule.” On 09.30 Iran received Washington's formal reply to its seven-day
plan via Qatar. President Trump told TIME the war would end "very soon, one way or the other," and said
on 10.01 that Iran "is ready to fold up." New US sanctions targeted Iran's auto and rail sectors.
The strait carries a large share of the world's oil, LNG and fertilizer trade, so its closure is felt in food and
fuel prices far from the Gulf. The IMF's Kristalina Georgieva told Gulf ministers on 10.01 that "the energy
supply shock has been contained," crediting rerouted supply. (IMF)

Reach: it moves prices for billions of people at once, and each month of closure feeds the food item
below.

Iranian civilians under blockade; Gulf residents; fuel and food importers in South Asia and East Africa;
Europe, with gas storage at about 71% against an 87% five-year average.

Windward counted 16 transits on 09.30 against 17 the day before; before the war more than 100 ships a
day used the strait. Brent settled at $102.25 on Friday 10.02 after the G7 agreed a release of up to 100
million barrels of diesel and other emergency stocks.

Talks moved from public offers to a formal written exchange, and stalled there. An official briefed on the
talks told the Times of Israel the sides "largely agree about the steps that are needed but still disagree
about the order.”

Oil flows and ship counts now tell different stories. Kpler data reported by HNGN put crude through the
strait at a 13.5 million barrel-a-day weekly average, near pre-war; Global Energy Flow puts independent
estimates at 3.7 to 8 million. Refined fuel exports sit at 677,000 barrels a day against 3.6 million before

the war, which is why diesel, not crude, may set the pace of relief.

RECEIPTS RIVNESZM "But by late afternoon it became clear negotiations were at a stalemate." Axios, 09.30.
[VNEIN Brent settled at $102.25 on Friday 10.02: Energy Now, 10.02.

SOURCE
(10.01) PRESS
(10.02) PRESS

- TIMES OF ISRAEL (09.30) . e (10.01) EEN

ASHARQ AL-AWSAT (09.30) -+ CBS NEWS
- WINDWARD - HNGN CITING KPLER

EA WORLDVIEW (10.01) .

- GLOBAL ENERGY FLOW -

ENERGY NOW (10.02) - TECHTIMES (10.02)

02 Food and prices: the shock reaches world food markets
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HEADLINES MISS

FAQ's Food Price Index averaged 136.0 points in September, up 1.5% on August and 5.8% on a year earlier.
Cereals are 17.2% above September 2025. These are world commodity prices, not shop prices: euro-area
food, alcohol and tobacco inflation was 1.4% in September and US CPI food 2.7% in August. Eurostat's
flash estimate put overall euro-area inflation at 3.8% in September, up from 3.2%, with energy up 18.8%.
Poor households spend the largest share of income on food, so a cereal-led rise lands hardest on them.
NOAA gives a more than 90% chance of a very strong El Nifio this winter, a pattern that tends to bring
floods to the Horn of Africa and drought risk to southern Africa and parts of Asia.

ASSESSMENT

Reach and timing: food prices touch every household, and El Nifio's crop effects would arrive in 2027
harvests.

Net food importers; aid agencies; Somalia, where WFP warned nutrition treatment funding "will be
completely depleted by the end of September™ as El Nifo flood risk rises.

The index is still 15.1% below its March 2022 peak. The World Bank's fertilizer index eased 1.9% in August
to 146.4.

Cereals, sugar and vegetable oils rose in September; meat (down 1.1%) and dairy (down 0.1%) eased
slightly, FAO says.

FAO lists several drivers, among them Hormuz-related fuel, fertilizer and freight costs for cereals and El
Nifo concerns in India for sugar, without saying how much each contributed. Fertilizer eased in August
while cereals rose in September, so the next few readings will show whether energy costs are reaching

farm budgets with a lag.

RECEIPTS "The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 136.0 points in September 2026, up 2.0 points
(1.5 percent) from its revised August level." FAO, 10.02. "Euro area annual inflation is expected
to be 3.8% in September 2026, up from 3.2% in August" Eurostat, 10.02.
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03 Ebolain DR Congo: slower growth, the same missing vaccine
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WHAT CHANGED
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ECDC's update of 10.02 counts 8,224 confirmed Bundibugyo cases and 3,982 deaths in DR Congo as of
09.29, with 53 new cases since its previous report. WHO's last notice (09.25, data to 09.23) had 7,890
cases and said "no approved vaccines or specific treatments currently exist.”" On 10.01 CDC said travelers
who were in DRC within 21 days can't board commercial flights to the US.

A filovirus killing about half of confirmed cases, with no species-specific vaccine or drug, is the largest
such test since West Africa's 2014 to 2016 epidemic, which also began with no licensed vaccine or drug.
Severity and irreversibility: a case fatality near 48% and the risk of spread to neighbors, though the
number of people reached is smaller than items 01 and 02.

Ituri (6,250 cases), North Kivu (1,570) and Haut-Uélé (344); health workers in Bunia, who AP reports
protested unpaid August and September wages ("No money, no data!"); 19,000 people a UN official said
fled when soldiers burned a displacement camp that housed a transit center.

Confirmed cases grew about 71 a day from 09.07 to 09.23 and about 56 a day from 09.23 to 09.29, on
WHO and ECDC figures. ECDC says 78.7% of identified contacts are "under follow-up."

An MSF health worker based in DR Congo, who tested positive on 09.29, was flown to a Dutch hospital on
10.01. The US entry restriction took effect.

Unpaid workers and a burned camp can let an outbreak restart, because both cut tracing and testing. A
falling case rate can reflect less testing as well as less transmission, so the protest slogan is also a data

warning. | ASSESSMENT

RECEIPTS BIVNNESL:M "a total of 8 224 confirmed cases, including 3 982 related deaths" ECDC, 10.02. RV
"no approved vaccines or specific treatments currently exist for BVD." WHO DON618, 09.25.

SOURCE - ECDC (10.02) GOV

- WHO DONé18 (09.25) A% - WHO DON617 - CDC (10.01) A - AP VIA

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER (10.02)

04 Sudan and the aid squeeze: a battlefield gain, a funding cliff
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On 10.02 Sudan's army said it captured al-Mazroub, which it called the RSF's "largest stronghold in North
Kordofan"; no RSF response was reported. On 09.29 UNHCR warned that "nearly 8.3 million forcibly
displaced people are at risk of losing access" to its assistance worldwide. | FACT | | DISCOURSE | (army
claim)

Sudan is the world's largest displacement crisis, and the agencies that feed and shelter its people are

running short at the same time.

Severity: millions near famine thresholds, with funding cuts that can stop services outright rather than
shrink them.

People in Darfur and Kordofan; El Obeid, whose population Security Council Report says "roughly
doubled" from displacement.

The IPC's June analysis found 19.5 million people (41%) in crisis-level hunger or worse for February to May,
no area currently classified in Famine, and 14 areas at risk of Famine through September. UNHCR says its
global budget had received $2.7 billion of $8.5 billion needed by end-July.

The front moved in North Kordofan. In October the Security Council takes a 120-day briefing and votes on
renewing the Sudan sanctions regime.

"No area in Famine" partly reflects what could be measured: the IPC said its data for El Fasher and
Kadugli couldn't be broken out at town level. UNHCR's own warning is the sharper point: "Below a certain
threshold, services do not simply reach fewer people; they can stop functioning altogether.”

ASSESSMENT

RECEIPTS "14 areas face a risk of Famine" IPC Sudan special report, 06.03. Army says it

captured the RSF's

"largest stronghold in North Kordofan": Al Jazeera, 10.02.
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05 US jobs and rates: job growth slows, a hike still in view [T
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Payrolls rose 29,000 in September and unemployment was 4.2%, BLS reported on 10.02; July and August
were revised down a combined 60,000, leaving July negative. Average hourly earnings rose 3.0% on the
year, below August's 3.4% CPI inflation. New York Fed President John Williams said on 09.29 that "one
further upward adjustment ... may be appropriate late this year."

Weak job growth with above-target inflation squeezes workers from both sides: slower job growth and

falling real hourly pay. [ ASSESSMENT

Reach within the US is wide, but the harm per person is smaller and easier to reverse than in items 01 to
04.

Job seekers, especially new entrants; borrowers (the 30-year mortgage averaged 7.28% on 10.01, Freddie
Mac says, from 7.03% a week earlier).

Openings were 7.1 million in August, gross hires 5.2 million and the quits rate 1.9% (JOLTS, 09.29); Fed
Governor Barr put this year's job creation close to estimates of its breakeven pace. The 10-year Treasury
yield was 5.24% on 10.01. On Kalshi, traders put about 27% on an October hike and about 70% on a
December hike on Friday evening.

Expectations shifted from an October hike toward December after Williams's "late this year" and the jobs
miss (consensus was about 85,000).

Long rates kept rising even as the jobs report disappointed, so mortgages got dearer in a week when the
economy looked weaker. That combination is uncommon and worth watching: it may point to inflation or

supply worries in bond markets rather than growth optimism.

RECEIPTS BUWNESiM "Both nonfarm payroll employment (+29,000) and the unemployment rate (4.2 percent)
changed little in September” BLS, 10.02. BN "one further upward adjustment of the federal funds
target range may be appropriate late this year" Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 09.29.

SOURCE -

BLS EMPLOYMENT SITUATION (10.02) Gov

BLS JOLTS (@9.29) I - BLS CPI (09.11) A - NEW YORK

FED, WILLIAMS (09.29) ~

- FREDDIE MAC PMMS (10.@1) |[ORG| - US

TREASURY YIELDS (10.01) .

FEDERAL RESERVE, BARR (09.29) GOV
S

e
KALSHI (10.02) 'MKT'! . YAHOO FINANCE (CONSENSUS

10.02) PRESS

06 Who is detained, and who is admitted: the Court and the ceiling
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On 10.01 the Supreme Court agreed to hear Rhoney v. Barbosa da Cunha, on whether people who
entered without inspection and were later arrested inside the US must be held without bond hearings. On
09.29 it stayed a Massachusetts order limiting removals to third countries, over the dissent of Justices
Sotomayor, Kagan and Jackson. The FY2027 refugee ceiling of 17,500, published 10.02, says admissions
"shall primarily be allocated among Afrikaners from South Africa.”

Lower courts have split on the detention question, so one ruling will set the rule nationwide. The
government's petition called the current state "an unworkable patchwork of inconsistent immigration

enforcement." (petition, via AP)

Tens of thousands held at any time, with liberty at stake, but the ruling is months away.

Detained noncitizens (65,765 in ICE detention on 07.11, the latest TRAC figure, 70.6% with no criminal
conviction); refugees from other countries who are already approved and waiting.

FY2026's ceiling opened at a record-low 7,500. IRC, HIAS and Church World Service criticized allocating
the new slots mainly to one nationality.| FACT | [ DISCOURSE |

The detention question moved from the emergency docket to full merits review; a separate case on
"unreasonably prolonged" detention, Genalo v. Black, is argued on 10.13.

The government asked for this review after losing in the Second Circuit, so the Court will now decide on

full briefing a question it had only handled on the emergency docket.

SOURCE -+ SUPREME COURT ORDER LIST (10.01) 00 - SUPREME COURT ORDER LIST (09.29) 0 - AP VIA WSLS (10.01)

- EEDERAL REGISTER (10.02) - GLOBAL REFUGE |ORG - IRC (10.01) ORG - TRAC - SCOTUSBLOG
(OCTOBER CALENDAR) PRESS
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07 Ukraine: Kyiv's first emergency blackouts of the season
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SOURCE -

EA WORLDVIEW (10.01) .

Russian attacks on Kyiv on 10.01 killed four civilians, including a child, and three more elsewhere, and
Ukrenergo imposed emergency power cuts in and around Kyiv, the first since spring. Prime Minister Serhii
Koretskyi said such a "massive and combined attack has occurred for the first time since the end of the
last heating season." Ukraine reported strikes on a refinery in Russia's Samara region.

Strikes on power before winter turn infrastructure damage into heating and water failures for millions.
Severe and seasonal, but this week's direct toll is smaller than in the items above.

Civilians in Kyiv and frontline regions.

UN monitors said July had "the highest monthly number of civilian deaths and injuries in Ukraine since
March 2022." August followed with at least 372 civilians killed and 2,349 injured, the year's second-
highest toll. September’s figures aren't out yet.

The EU and Kyiv confirmed 2026 budget funding; the UK added 31 sanctions.

Each side's claims of territory gained come from that side; the outage schedule is the more reliable gauge

of how the winter campaign is going.

OHCHR HRMMU (AUGUST, 09.16) GOV

08 Gaza, a week short of a year of ceasefire
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SOURCE -

OCHA OPT (@9.28) GOV

OCHA's report posted 09.28 counts 1,402 deaths reported by Gaza's health ministry since the 10.10.2025
ceasefire, to 09.23. Middle East Eye reported at least eight Palestinians killed across Gaza on Wednesday

09.30.

The ceasefire still holds in form, and aid still falls short: UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres, quoted
in OCHA's report, said "conditions remain intolerable." (UN)

The whole population depends on aid volumes, and the measures OCHA tracks moved the wrong way this
week.

Gazans relying on food parcels that cover about half of minimum caloric needs, OCHA says.

The offloading rate at Kerem Shalom fell to 52% from 70% the week before; more than 73% of 938 water
samples failed WHO chlorine standards.

Crossing throughput fell. Israel votes on 10.27 (polls in section 09).

Deaths since the ceasefire average about four a day on these figures, far below the pre-ceasefire rate,

which is measurable progress and an ongoing toll at once. | ASSESSMENT
- MIDDLE EAST EYE (10.01) [PRESS

09 Superintelligence: a ban bill, a voluntary accord and new state laws

WHAT HAPPENED

WHY IT MATTERS

WHY IT RANKS
HERE

WHO IS AFFECTED
MAGNITUDE

WHAT CHANGED
HEADLINES MISS

SOURCE

On 09.29 Meta, Nvidia, Google, OpenAl, xAl and Anthropic signed a "White House Accord on Super
Intelligence," voluntary and without penalties; the President called it "morally binding." On 09.23 Senator
Sanders and Representative Casar introduced a bill to ban superintelligence. By 09.30 California had new
laws limiting Al's role in firing and discipline.

Three models of governance, voluntary, prohibitive and state-by-state, arrived in ten days, and they can't

all hold at once.[ ASSESSMENT

Long-run stakes are large, but nothing this week changed what any system does yet.

California's workforce; Al developers.

The accord sets audits by independent firms but doesn't require their results to be made public, Al
Jazeera reports.

Three rival models of Al governance appeared in one week.

A December 2025 executive order set up a Justice Department task force to challenge state Al laws, so

California's new rules may face a federal suit early. | ASSESSMENT

SANDERS (09.23) [ReleAd

(12.2025 ORDER)

- AL JAZEERA (09.30) - SEN.

ORG

- CALMATTERS (09.30) - WILMERHALE
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https://eaworldview.com/2026/10/ukraine-war-energy-kyiv-russia-attacks/
https://ukraine.ohchr.org/en/Protection-of-Civilians-in-Armed-Conflict-August-2026
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-situation-report-25-september-2026
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-kills-eight-gaza-ceasefire-violations-continue-year
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/9/30/how-does-trumps-white-house-ai-accord-work
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/press-releases/news-sanders-casar-introduce-legislation-to-create-new-federal-agency-to-ban-artificial-superintelligence-pause-advanced-ai-development/
https://calmatters.org/economy/technology/2026/09/on-ai-newsom-gives-labor-only-some-of-what-it-demanded/
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/insights/client-alerts/20251212-white-house-issues-one-rule-executive-order-to-curb-state-ai-regulation
https://www.wilmerhale.com/en/insights/client-alerts/20251212-white-house-issues-one-rule-executive-order-to-curb-state-ai-regulation

©01B / THE VIEW FROM ELSEWHERE

THE VIE\WV FROM ELSE\WHERE

'The US-Iran talks, read in six countries' press. Everyone reported the same steps. They disagreed about who is

running out of time.

ONE STORY,

H

SIX NEWSROOMS

OUTLET COUNTRY FRAMING (OUR SUMMARY) IN THEIR WORDS

Tehran Times Iran Trump is cornered before the midterms; Iran's terms "Trump is caught in a quagmire where

state-affiliated; page are reasonable and it won't capitulate. he can neither negotiate nor fight."

undated, about 09.30

Iran International UK (Iranian A review of Tehran's own papers: reformists want to "whether they can move from

diaspora) keep Qatar's channel open; hardliners want exchanging messages to an

private, London-based escalation, not patience. implementable formula." (Shargh, as

Persian-language quoted)

broadcaster; funding

not publicly disclosed

Asharq Al-Awsat Saudi Arabia A procedural account that puts the Gulf mediators at  "Tehran had been awaiting an official

the center. response via Qatari mediators.”

Saudi Research and

Media Group

The Times of Israel Israel Technical: the parties agree on steps, not sequence. "the sides largely agree about the steps

that are needed but still disagree

private about the order." (unnamed official, as
quoted)

TASS Russia Putin, at the Valdai forum, backs Iran's demands for "We hope the strait will reopen and

state-owned news reopening and sanctions relief. sanctions on Iran will be lifted,

agency something Tehran is rightly seeking."

Dawn Pakistan A deal assumed to be close, with the IRGC defining "at least 125 vessels would pass

private; wire copy

what "open" would mean.

through daily, transporting a minimum
of 20 million barrels" (IRGC, as quoted)

Where they converge and split. All six report the same skeleton: Iran's seven-day plan, Qatar carrying the reply,

Washington's public rejection alongside a private written response. The split is over who holds the clock. Tehran

Times and TASS cast the US as trapped and Iran as reasonable; Israeli and Saudi outlets treat it as a sequencing

problem; US coverage leads with President Trump's "ready to fold up." Al Jazeera (Qatar, state-funded, and itself
the mediator's broadcaster) calls it the "US-Israel war on Iran," a naming choice the others don't share.

ASSESSMENT

What English-only readers miss. The argument inside Iran. Iran International's review of the Persian-language press
reports the reformist daily Shargh urging that the Qatari channel be kept open, while the hardline Kayhan calls the
Foreign Ministry too patient and urges escalation at sea; we read that through a diaspora outlet critical of the
government, not the originals. We read English editions only this week and found no Chinese or Indian
coverage inside the window. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | on Persian, Arabic and Chinese-language framing.

- AL JAZEERA LIVE (10.01) PRESS | - CBS NEWS (10.01) PRESS

SOURCE
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https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/530612/Trump-s-surrender-fantasy-The-knot-in-talks
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202610011200
https://english.aawsat.com/world/5324226-qatar-delivers-us-response-iran-seven-day-proposal
https://timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-says-it-received-us-response-to-latest-proposal
https://tass.com/politics/2196179
https://www.dawn.com/news/2033667/ahead-of-deal-on-hormuz-us-and-iran-ramp-up-the-rhetoric-again
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/liveblog/2026/10/1/iran-war-live-trump-hints-us-could-strike-iran-warns-time-coming
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-negotiations-strait-of-hormuz-oil/

2 / GLOBAL HUMAN IMPACT DASHBOARD

GLOBAL HUMAN IMPACT DASHBOARD

DIRECTION OF TRAVEL, SCORED WEEK TO WEEK Bﬂ

Seventeen domains, one arrow each, compared with last week. Two arrows moved, both down; each move says

why.
LAST

DOMAIN WEEK EVIDENCE THIS WEEK WHAT WOULD FLIP IT

Geopolitics & conflict 1 US-Iran talks stalled; Kyiv's first emergency power cuts since A signed Hormuz
spring; Yemen's Houthis seized Mokha and Perim Island in sequence; a reciprocated
September (Security Council Report). energy truce in Ukraine.

Democracy & governance 1 Egypt detained an entire fact-checking newsroom (CPJ); Hong  Uncontested results in
Kong arrested a news founder for "seditious intention." Brazil  Brazil (10.04) and the US
votes on 10.04 with polls inside the margin in the runoff. (11.03).

Human rights 1 Third-country removals allowed to continue (09.29 stay); Gaza A national bond-hearing
deaths continue under the ceasefire; Sudan fighting in rule; Gaza deaths falling
Kordofan. toward zero.

Global health 1 Ebola at 8,224 confirmed cases, with growth slowing from Four straight weeks of
about 71to 56 a day; US measles up 228 in a week. falling Ebola cases with

steady testing.

Poverty & inequality N Pulling down: US real wages falling (pay +3.0% against prices A World Bank revision that
+3.4%), food prices rising. Pulling up: a World Bank nowcast reverses the 2026
had extreme poverty edging from 10.4% (2024) to 10.0% nowcast.
(2026), but it rests on January 2026 projections and does
"not reflect more recent events," including this year's war-
driven price shock. EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | for
2026.

Migration & refugees = Changed because UNHCR said on 09.29 that 8.3 million UNHCR funding gap

Food & water security

Climate & environment

Education

Technology & Al

Economic opportunity

Trade & globalization

CHANGED

-

displaced people risk losing its assistance; Afghanistan has
had 1.23 million returns this year, 506,410 of them
deportations (UNHCR, 09.22). The US refugee ceiling is set at
17,600, mainly for one nationality.

FAO index 136.0 for September (released 10.02), cereals
+17.2% on a year; 73% of Gaza water samples failed chlorine

standards.

Copernicus: August 2026 was the joint-warmest month on
record, +1.65°C over pre-industrial (bulletin of 09.10;

September's not yet out). NOAA: warmest August in its record.

Floods and landslides killed at least 32 in Nepal since 09.24.

No new learning data this week. US: about 111,000 fewer
international students projected this fall (NAFSA).
EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | on g]oba| |earning_

Pulling up: California's worker-protection laws and the first
meeting of a new US-China Al dialogue, due in November (the

two governments last held Al risk talks in Geneva in May 2024).

Pulling down: a voluntary federal accord with no public audit
results.

Payrolls +29,000 with July now negative; quits rate 1.9%;
mortgage 7.28%.

Changed because on 09.29 the US moved from 50% duties to
outright import bans on some Canadian goods and phased in
100% default tariffs on patented drugs; Canada's
countermeasures on C$27.6 billion of US goods, a response to
the August 50% duties, have applied since 09.08.

closing; durable, voluntary
returns.

Two monthly FAO readings
below 130.

A weaker El Nifio than
NOAA's "very strong"
outlook.

A new global learning-
poverty estimate.

Published audit results, or
a public agent-caused
harm.

Real wage growth turning
positive.

A US-Canada settlement or
a court ruling voiding the
Section 338 bans.
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THIS LAST
DOMAIN WEEK WEEK EVIDENCE THIS WEEK WHAT WOULD FLIP IT

Scientific progress T T FDA approved the first treatment for MCT8 deficiency (09.28) Research funding cuts
and the first heart valve that can be expanded as a child grows showing up in trial starts.
(10.01); a Lancet trial found eight weeks of hepatitis C
treatment worked as well as twelve for patients without

cirrhosis.
Healthcare access N - Pulling down: proposed 2027 ACA premiums up a median of 2027 enrollment data in
about 15% (healthinsurance.org); at least 26 middle-income January.

countries left out of lenacapavir's generic licence. Pulling up:
a shorter, cheaper hepatitis C course; generic lenacapavir
supply expected late 2026.

Public health 1 1 US measles 3,887 cases in 2026 (CDC, 10.01). CDC's vaccine Measles weekly counts
advisory committee has cancelled both 2026 meetings "due falling; ACIP meeting held.
to ongoing litigation"; next one listed for 10.21 to 10.23.

Biosecurity 1 1 No licensed Bundibugyo vaccine or drug; the Pandemic A finished annex; efficacy
Agreement's pathogen annex still unfinished after the eighth data on a Bundibugyo
negotiating session (WHO, 09.18). candidate.

Freedom & civil liberties 1 1 Journalists jailed in Tirkiye and the T24 site blocked; CNN Press access restored;

removed from a White House pool role despite a court order,  detained journalists freed.
per a press-freedom roundup.

Last week's column reads Edition 001's arrows; the five it marked uncertain are read as flat. Monthly readings: FAO Food Price Index
(September, released 10.02); Copernicus and NOAA (August, released 09.10); UNHCR displacement (117.8 million at end-2025); IPC
Sudan (analysis published 06.03). OCHA's 2026 appeal funding: no current figure retrievable; the last we verified was 20.4% on 04.21.
[ EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

SOURCE -+ ITEMS IN SECTION @1 PLUS SECURITY COUNCTIL REPORT (YEMEN) ORG - CPJ (EGYPT) ORG

JOURNALTSMPAKTISTAN MEDTIA BRTEF (10.02) PRESS | - WORLD BANK (@3.26) A - WHITE HOUSE NSC (@05.15.2024) GOV
UNHCR AFGHANISTAN PORTAL (09.22) DATA | - TROUTMAN PEPPER LOCKE [ORGY - DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE CANADA (@8.25)
SN - COPERNICUS (AUGUST) 0 - NOAA NCETI (AUGUST) EV - THE WATCHERS (NEPAL) - NAFSA | ORG EDA

(09.28) - EDA (10.01) S0 - HEALTHINSURANCE.ORG (09.29) ORG - AL JAZEERA (LENACAPAVIR, 10.01) PRESS
CDC MEASLES (10.01) 0 - CDC ACIP MEETINGS + WHO (09.18) N - OCHA HUMANITARIAN ACTION [ReleM

M]N])CLUB GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE - EDITION 002 - 10.03.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 10


https://securitycouncilreport.org/monthly-forecast/2026-10/yemen-91.php
https://cpj.org/2026/10/egypt-detains-entire-newsroom-of-matsda2sh-media-platform
https://www.journalismpakistan.com/the-journalismpakistan-global-media-brief-edition-40-october-2-2026
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/march-2026-global-poverty-update-from-the-world-bank--new-data-a
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/05/15/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-on-the-u-s-prc-talks-on-ai-risk-and-safety-2/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan
https://www.troutman.com/insights/from-duties-to-import-bans-president-trump-escalates-section-338-actions-against-canadian-goods/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/canada-announces-targeted-countermeasures-and-substantive-support-for-workers-and-businesses-in-response-to-us-tariffs.html
https://climate.copernicus.eu/surface-air-temperature-august-2026
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/global-climate-202608
https://watchers.news/2026/10/01/floods-and-landslides-kill-at-least-32-in-nepal-himlung-avalanche-toll-reaches-11/
https://www.nafsa.org/fall2026outlook
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-treatment-mct8-deficiency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-treatment-mct8-deficiency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-heart-valve-designed-grow-children
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/09/29/3371142/33085/en/aca-open-enrollment-2027-higher-premiums-insurer-exits-and-subsidy-changes-could-reshape-coverage-choices.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/1/hiv-prevention-drug-hailed-as-breakthrough-but-who-gets-access
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/index.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-09-2026-member-states-advance-negotiations-on-pathogen-access-and-benefit-sharing-ahead-of-un-general-assembly-meeting-on-pandemics
https://humanitarianaction.info/

03 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY ISSUE A OF 3 HH

A. THE PRICE SQUEEZE: ENERGY, FOOD AND
RATES AT ONCE

Three costs that usually move separately are rising together: fuel from the Gulf, food from the world market

and borrowing at home. The people least able to absorb any one of them are getting all three.

SITUATION

Brent settled at $102.25 on 10.02, about 7.5% higher than a month earlier on Trading Economics data; refined fuel
exports through Hormuz are about a fifth of pre-war levels; LNG cargoes through the strait ran at 19 to 21in
September against about 86 a month before the war (TechTimes, citing trackers). FAO's index of international food
commodity prices rose 1.5% in September. In the US, inflation is 3.4% on both CPI (August) and PCE (August,
released 09.30), the Fed has raised rates once and officials say one more may be appropriate, and net job growth
slowed to 29,000 in September. Excluding food and energy, US CPI was 2.4% in August, so energy likely accounts for
much of the gap ; Williams says expectations remain well anchored. Euro-area inflation is 3.8%, with
services at 3.2%.

HISTORY

The last time energy, food and rates rose together was 2022, after Russia's invasion of Ukraine: the FAO index
peaked in March 2022; September's reading is 15.1% below that peak. The 1970s are the cautionary case central
bankers cite: oil shocks that fed into wage and price expectations. This year's shock began when the war started on
02.28.2026.

STAKEHOLDERS

Decision authority: the Fed (next meetings 10.27 to 10.28 and 12.08 to 12.09), the ECB, the G7 (stock releases),
OPEC+ and Gulf producers, the parties to the war. Market actors: traders, insurers, shippers, grain exporters.
Institutions: the IMF, which meets in Washington from 10.12; FAO; WFP. Little voice: households in import-
dependent poor countries.

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE
Producers outside the Gulf, savers Net food importers; new workers People in Somalia and similar places,
earning higher rates, grain exporters. entering a weak job market; renters and where WFP warned nutrition funding

first-time buyers facing 7.28% would run out at the end of September,

mortgages; aid agencies whose budgets ahead of El Nifio floods.
now buy less food.

ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES
Wages are growing 3.0% against 3.4% inflation in the US, so real pay is falling. Higher long rates (the 10-year at
5.24% on 10.01) raise borrowing costs for governments and firms as well as households. Fed officials Williams and

Barr both named tariffs, energy and Al-investment demand as sources of inflation, so not all of it traces to the war.
[FacT | [ AssessMENT |

POLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES

France's public-sector unions struck on 09.29 over a proposed 2027 pay freeze; Nigeria's began a warning strike on
10.02 over petrol prices.

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS
When a central bank raises rates to fight inflation from a supply shock, it trades some jobs now against price

stability later; who should bear that trade? Do countries releasing emergency stocks owe anything to importers who
have none?
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03 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY Hﬂ

COMPETING POLICY APPROACHES (STRONGEST CASE FOR EACH, UNRANKED)

APPROACH STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Hold the line on inflation Letting a supply shock leak into expectations is how a one-year problem becomes a decade. A hike now is
cheaper than a recession later.

Look through the shock Rates can't make oil or grain cheaper; hiking into a slowing job market adds pain without fixing the cause.
Wait for supply to return.

Supply first Stock releases, bypass pipelines, fuel export coordination and a faster end to the closure attack the cause
directly.
Targeted relief Protect the poorest through food aid, cash transfers or energy credits rather than broad subsidies that

keep demand high.

Lower trade barriers Removing tariffs on inputs and food would cut prices with no fiscal cost, and Fed officials name tariffs as
one inflation source.

SOURCE - BEA PCE (09.30) - BLs cPT (09.11) KGN - NEW YORK FED, WILLIAMS (09.29) [JQSM - FEDERAL
RESERVE, BARR (09.29) - EURONEWS (09.29) - TRADING ECONOMICS (BRENT) - SORTIRAPARIS
(FRANCE STRIKE) - DAILY TRUST (NIGERIA, 10.01)

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY ISSUE B OF 3

B. EBOLA WITHOUT A VACCINE: HASIT
PEAKRKED?

'The largest Bundibugyo outbreak on record may be slowing. The evidence for that is real, and so are the

reasons to doubt it.

SITUATION

The outbreak was declared on 05.15.2026. By 09.29 DR Congo had 8,224 confirmed cases and 3,982 deaths across
63 of 167 health zones (ECDC). WHO's 09.25 notice said the seven-day average showed "a resurgence in early
September followed by a decline" nationally, with North Kivu peaking in mid-September before a decline in recent
days, and lturi declining gradually from a mid-August peak.

HISTORY

Ebola vaccines and antibody treatments developed after West Africa's 2014 to 2016 epidemic target the Zaire
species. Bundibugyo is a different species, first identified in Uganda in 2007, and has no licensed product. WHO is
studying whether Ervebo, the Zaire vaccine, offers any protection, and CEPI-backed candidates from Oxford and
Moderna entered Phase 1this summer.

THE AMBIGUOUS EVIDENCE: HAS IT PEAKED?

POINTS TO A PEAK POINTS THE OTHER WAY

Daily confirmed additions fell Contact follow-up slipped: WHO reported 83.4% of contacts "successfully monitored" on 09.23; ECDC
from about 80 (late August to reports 78.7% "under follow-up." Health workers in Bunia protested unpaid wages, a warning about
early September) to about 71 testing as well as care. Spread reached Dungu, on the South Sudan border, which WHO said "increases
and then about 56 (late the risk of cross-border transmission."

September), on WHO and

ECDC figures. DRC's

communication minister said

the peak passed in mid-

August. DISCOURSE

(minister)
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https://www.bea.gov/data/personal-consumption-expenditures-price-index
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm
https://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/speeches/2026/wil260929
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/barr20260929a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/barr20260929a.htm
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/29/middle-east-oil-exports-rise-as-lng-traffic-through-hormuz-picks-up
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/brent-crude-oil
https://www.sortiraparis.com/en/news/in-paris/articles/352808-strike-on-september-29-2026-in-paris-protests-by-ratp-workers-schools-and-hospitals-what-to-expect
https://www.sortiraparis.com/en/news/in-paris/articles/352808-strike-on-september-29-2026-in-paris-protests-by-ratp-workers-schools-and-hospitals-what-to-expect
https://dailytrust.com/public-workers-begin-strike-tomorrow-over-high-fuel-price

03 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY Hﬂ

Our read: the confirmed curve is bending, but confirmed counts depend on testing, and testing depends on paid

workers and access. A peak claim needs falling cases with steady test volumes, which no source published this
week. | ASSESSMENT | | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | to call the peak.

STAKEHOLDERS AND HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS FROM SUCCESS WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE

Ituri and North Kivu communities; Patients facing a case fatality near 48%; Communities in armed-group areas
neighbors (South Sudan, Uganda, health workers, now unpaid in Bunia; where responders can't go, and whose
Rwanda); health systems that keep 19,000 people displaced again when a cases may never be counted.

running measles and polio work. camp was burned.

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES

Travel restrictions such as the US boarding ban (10.01) protect importing countries and raise costs for the outbreak
country, which can discourage reporting. Uganda's experience points the other way: it declared its own Bundibugyo
outbreak over on 08.25 after 42 days with no new case, at about 20 cases.

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS

Is it right to test a vaccine built for another species on frontline workers when nothing better exists, in what CIDRAP
describes as a compassionate-use program that also studies efficacy, and when the workers asked to take it are
owed back pay? Can they freely say no? Who pays health workers when donors and governments both say it's the
other's job?

COMPETING APPROACHES (UNRANKED)

APPROACH STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Surge the response Pay workers, fund tracing and safe burials, and the curve bends faster; every month of delay adds hundreds
of deaths.

Countermeasures first Without a vaccine, response is a holding action; money into Phase 1to 3 trials ends this outbreak and the
next.

Community-led response  Trust decides whether people report symptoms; local leaders and paid local workers do more than outside
teams.

Border protection Travel restrictions buy time for countries without capacity; the first duty of a government is to its own
residents.

SOURCE - WHO SITUATION PAGE + CIDRAP (MINISTER ON PEAK) PRESS | - CIDRAP (ERVEBO STUDY) PRESS | - CEPI
(MODERNA PHASE 1) ORG | - UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD (07.13) ORG

@3 / THREE ISSUES WORTH UNDERSTANDING DEEPLY ISSUE C OF 3

C. SPAIN'S HOUSING DECREE: IN FORCE FOR
ABOUT A DAY

A street protest produced a government decree, and parliament struck it down a little more than a day after it
took effect. The question it raised, how to protect tenants without shrinking the supply of homes, is being

asked in most rich democracies.

SITUATION

The eviction of Maricarmen Abascal, an 87-year-old Madrid pensioner, set off a protest camp in Puerta del Sol.
Around 09.29 to 09.30 the government decreed a 2% annual cap on rent rises for existing contracts through 2027,
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak---drc-2026
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-outbreak-dr-congo-grows-7200-cases-government-officials-suggest-transmission-has-peaked
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ervebo-vaccine-trial-kicks-ebola-ravaged-dr-congo
https://cepi.net/modernas-bundibugyo-ebolavirus-vaccine-candidate-enters-first-human-trial-backed-cepi
https://cepi.net/modernas-bundibugyo-ebolavirus-vaccine-candidate-enters-first-human-trial-backed-cepi
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2026-07-13-worlds-first-phase-i-bundibugyo-ebolavirus-vaccine-trial-launched-by
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a freeze on evicting vulnerable tenants with no alternative housing until 12.31.2030, two-year extensions for expiring
leases and limits on purchases by investment funds. On 10.02 Congress rejected it, 172 votes to 178 (PP, Vox, Junts
and UPN against).

HISTORY

Spain's housing pressures (tourism, slow construction, fast household formation) mirror those in many cities; Al
Jazeera reports that 28.1% of Spanish market-rate renters spent over 40% of disposable income on housing in
2024, against 19.2% across the EU.

STAKEHOLDERS

Government: the PSOE-Sumar coalition, whose health minister thanked the protest camps. Opposition: PP leader
Alberto Nuiiez Feijoo ("eight years adrift in housing policy aren't fixed with an 11th-hour decree"); Junts, which said
the decree left "small landlords out in the cold." Economists: Fedea's Benito Arrufiada argues caps shrink supply.

Tenants and landlords, many of them small owners.

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES

WHO BENEFITS FROM A FREEZE WHO BEARS THE COST WHO HAS LITTLE VOICE
Vulnerable tenants facing eviction now, Small landlords relying on rent; future Young people not yet renting, and future
especially older people with no renters if fewer homes come to market. households whose rents depend on

alternative. ASSESSMENT homes not yet built.

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES

The best-known study, Diamond, McQuade and Qian on San Francisco (American Economic Review, 2019), found
rent control helped covered tenants stay in their homes while landlords whose buildings were covered cut their
rental supply by 15%. Whether Spain's design would behave the same way is| EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT | .
Politically, the vote shows a minority government that can be pushed by the street and blocked by a regional party
in a single week.

ETHICAL DIMENSIONS

Is housing a right the state must guarantee now, or a market whose long-run supply protects more people than any
freeze? Does an 87-year-old's eviction carry more moral weight than a statistical future tenant who never finds a
flate

COMPETING APPROACHES (UNRANKED)

APPROACH STRONGEST ARGUMENT ITS ADVOCATES MAKE

Freeze and cap Evictions are irreversible harms; protect people now while supply catches up. (Spain's government; housing
movement)

Build more Only supply lowers rents for everyone; caps and freezes shrink the rental stock. (PP; Fedea)

Social housing Public and nonprofit homes, as in Vienna, take part of the market out of speculation without caps on private
owners.

Targeted support Pay housing allowances to vulnerable tenants and compensate small landlords instead of freezing contracts.

SOURCE - DAILY SABAH (09.29) [PRESS | . IDEALISTA (09.30) [PRESS| . AL JAZEERA (09.30) [PRESS]| - PRESS DIGITAL
(10.02) [PRESS| . UPI (10.02) [PRESS| . THE CORNER ON FEDEA (04.14) |[PRESS]
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https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181289
https://www.dailysabah.com/business/economy/spain-eyes-ban-on-evictions-until-2030-amid-housing-protest-pressure
https://www.idealista.com/en/news/financial-advice-in-spain/2026/09/30/916710-spain-revives-eviction-freeze-after-87-year-old-forced-from-home
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/30/is-spains-anti-eviction-decree-a-fix-to-its-housing-crisis
https://www.pressdigital.es/articulo/economia/2026-10-02/6037517-congreso-rechaza-decreto-medidas-vivienda-votos-pp-vox-junts-upn
https://www.pressdigital.es/articulo/economia/2026-10-02/6037517-congreso-rechaza-decreto-medidas-vivienda-votos-pp-vox-junts-upn
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2026/10/02/spain-housing-crisis-parliament/1721790969374
https://thecorner.eu/news-spain/fedea-reports-lower-classes-bear-the-brunt-of-government-rent-caps/125151/

04 / FOLLOW THE POWER

FOLLOW THE POWER

For each of the three issues: who decides, who pays, who is in the room and who isn't.

DOCUMENTED VS.

SPECULATIVE,

KEPT APART Bﬂ

QUESTION

A. THE PRICE SQUEEZE

B. EBOLA

C. SPAIN'S HOUSING
DECREE

Decision authority

Capital

Information

Institutions

Who is lobbying
whom

Who benefits
economically

Who bears
externalities

Missing from the
room

RED TEAM

SOURCE

ITEMS IN SECTIONS @1 AND 03

The Fed and ECB on rates; the White House and

Tehran on the war; G7 governments on stock

releases.| DOCUMENTED

Gulf producers and Saudi Aramco; bond
investors setting long rates; grain traders.

Ship trackers (Windward, Kpler), whose
estimates disagree; BLS and Eurostat.

IMF (Annual Meetings from 10.12); IEA; Qatar's
mediation.

Q3 federal lobbying disclosures are due 10.20.

EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT this week.

Producers outside the Gulf, savers, shippers

charging war-risk rates. [ ASSESSMENT

Food importers; new workers; borrowers.

The importing countries paying through food
prices.

DRC's health ministry; WHO;

donors (the US through bilateral aid
since leaving WHO); CDC on travel

rules. | DOCUMENTED

CEPI, governments funding trials

(UK, EU, US); the Gates Foundation.

DRC's ministry and WHO, with
ECDC republishing; AP on the
ground.

WHO's Emergency Committee;
Africa CDC; CEPI.

MSF and others pressing for
funding; health workers pressing

for back pay. DOCUMENTED

Vaccine developers if trials
succeed; local suppliers of
response goods.

Unpaid health workers; neighbors

at risk of spread.

Communities in armed-group
areas.

PRESS DIGITAL (VOTE, 10.02) PRESS

The cabinet (decree power);
Congress, where Junts's seven
votes decided the outcome.

DOCUMENTED

Institutional landlords and
investment funds; small owners;
banks holding mortgages.

idealista and Spanish press; INE
housing statistics.

Spain's Congress and
Constitutional Court.

Tenant movements on the
government; landlord
associations and Junts on small
owners' behalf.

DOCUMENTED

Sitting tenants if caps hold;
property owners if supply stays

Future renters if supply shrinks;
evicted tenants if it doesn't pass.

Young people not yet in the rental
market.

A power table invites the assumption that whoever holds power acts against everyone else. Central banks
publish their reasoning; Spain's decree was voted down in open session; WHO publishes its counts. Being
concentrated isn't the same as being illegitimate. The test that matters is whether the people who bear the
costs have any route to influence the decision. For Ebola's armed-group areas and for food importers, they

have almost none.| ASSESSMENT
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https://www.pressdigital.es/articulo/economia/2026-10-02/6037517-congreso-rechaza-decreto-medidas-vivienda-votos-pp-vox-junts-upn

Housing as an
emergency

A "middle-power order"

(09.29) — Gabriela Ramos's call for an international agency (10.02).

A single eviction - a protest camp - a cabinet decree (about 09.29) - rejection in

Congress (10.02), all within a week.

Mark Carney's January 2026 Davos speech — Munich Security Conference analyst

05 / WHERE THE DISCOURSE IS HAPPENING ARENAS, IDEAS, PEOPLE
We track where each idea moved this week, from op-ed to bill to executive action.
IDEAS ON THE MOVE THIS WEEK
IDEA PATH OBSERVED STAGE NOW
Governing A 2025 Future of Life Institute statement calling for a prohibition (secondary source) —  Executive
"superintelligence" a UN Security Council briefing with lab leaders (09.23) - the Sanders-Casar ban bill instrument,
(09.23) — R Street's "Al Authoritarianism" rebuttal (09.28) - the White House accord voluntary

Legislative defeat

Think tank, early

Sophie Eisentraut in Project Syndicate (10.01), arguing middle powers are turning to

"coalitions of the willing."

An OECD for economic  Kim Ruhl and Pierre Yared argue the OECD should refocus on economics and security Op-ed
security among the US and its allies (Project Syndicate, 10.01). No government action found.
PEOPLE WORTH FOLLOWING THIS WEEK (FOR EXPOSURE, NOT AGREEMENT)

PERSPECTIVE
WHO WHAT THEY SAID OR PUBLISHED CONTRIBUTED

Gabriela Ramos
Mexico

Tafi Mhaka
Al Jazeera columnist

Suleiman Al-Aqili
Saudi Arabia

Timnit Gebru
DAIR

Jalila Haider
Pakistan, human rights
lawyer

Adam Thierer
R Street Institute

Gary Marcus
cognitive scientist

Kimberlee Weatherall
law professor, Australia

Pope Leo XIV

Pierre Yared
Columbia economist

"Global Al Oversight Now" (Project Syndicate, 10.02): calls for "a new
international agency capable of setting standards and responding to
emergencies."

"Botswana at 60 challenges the story of postcolonial African failure" (10.01): the
question is who controls mineral wealth and how revenues are protected.

On Iran's Hormuz offer (Al Jazeera, 09.29): "an attempt to turn leverage Iran
itself created into a bargaining chip.”

Named a 2026 Right Livelihood laureate (reported 09.30): "Tech does not have

to be the way it is right now."

Also named a 2026 Right Livelihood laureate (reported 09.30).

With Nicholas Thielman, called the Sanders-Casar bill "Al Authoritarianism" that
would hand China "the global lead" (09.28).

On the accord (Nautilus, 09.30): "We agree not to be regulated. We agree not to
give the public a voice. Trust us.”

Called the accord "deeply unimpressive" (Nautilus, 09.30).
To Italy's Hera Group (10.01): "The ecological challenge of our time is, in fact,
more urgent than ever.”

With Kim Ruhl: "The OECD Should Be Reclaimed, Not Abandoned" (10.01).

Multilateral, inequality-focused
view of Al

African institutions, against
Afro-pessimism

A Gulf reading of the war's
endgame

Al harms to workers and
communities, distinct from
existential-risk framing

Rights advocacy from
Balochistan

Libertarian case for
permissionless innovation

Skeptic of both Al hype and
self-regulation

Regulatory design from outside
the US

Catholic social teaching on
ecology

Center-right case for
reshaping, not leaving,
multilateral bodies
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05 / WHERE THE DISCOURSE IS HAPPENING Hﬂ

MISINFORMATION DEBUNKED THIS WEEK - FROM SEVERAL DIRECTIONS
A clip spread by the Democratic Party's Instagram account made it look as if President Trump admitted "I've
done a shitty job as president”; the remark was a joke at the America.gov launch with the rest of the speech
cut (Lead Stories, 09.30). A claim that Kamala Harris will be held personally responsible for $39 million of
campaign debt came from a satire network (Lead Stories, 09.29). A video of an "asylum seeker" demanding
"more money and more freedom" was Al-generated, flagged by Google's SynthID watermark (Full Fact, 09.29),
as was a video of a "huge pro-Palestine march" in the UK (Full Fact, 09.29). In Kenya, a claim that President
Ruto received an ICC "red alert" was false; no such ICC measure exists (Africa Check, 09.30).

SOURCE - WIKIPEDIA (FLI STATEMENT, SECONDARY) |[PRESS| . R STREET (09.28) [ORG . RAMOS, PROJECT SYNDICATE
(10.02) - EISENTRAUT, PROJECT SYNDICATE |PRESS| . RUHL AND YARED, PROJECT SYNDICATE - MHAKA, AL
JAZEERA (10.01) |PRESS | .- AL-AQILI, AL JAZEERA (09.29) |PRESS| - DEMOCRACY NOW (RIGHT LIVELIHOOD, ©9.30)
|PRESS| - NAUTILUS (09.30) |PRESS| - EWTN NEWS (10.01) |PRESS| - LEAD STORIES (TRUMP CLIP) [ORG| - LEAD STORIES
(HARRIS SATIRE) |[ORG - FULL FACT (ASYLUM VIDEO) [ORG - FULL FACT (MARCH VIDEO) |[ORG .- AFRICA CHECK (09.30)
ORG

06 / POLICY & LAW TRACKER WHAT CHANGED, FOR WHOM, AND WHAT TO WATCH

POLICY & LAW TRACKER

Six changes with human consequences. Arguments are stated at full strength on both sides; the evidence line

says how much either side can prove.

P1 Supreme Court takes the mandatory-detention case

CHANGE Certiorari granted 10.01in Rhoney v. Barbosa da Cunha (No. 26-104), on whether people who entered without
inspection and were later arrested in the interior are "applicants for admission" held without bond under 8
U.S.C. §1225(b)(2)(A).

PREVIOUS Circuits split; detention without bond in some, bond hearings in others.

POPULATION Noncitizens arrested in the interior who entered without inspection.

FOR (THE The statute's text covers them, and the split creates "an unworkable patchwork."

GOVERNMENT)

AGAINST For decades such people got bond hearings; detention without any hearing raises due-process concerns.
(DETAINEES'

ADVOCATES)

WATCH Argument date; Genalo v. Black on prolonged detention, argued 10.13.

P2 FY2027 refugee determination published

CHANGE Up to 17,500 admissions, "primarily” Afrikaners under Executive Order 14204; signed 09.25, published 10.02.

PREVIOUS FY2026 opened at a record-low 7,500.

FOR The administration says Afrikaners face "unjust racial discrimination” and that admissions are a sovereign
choice sized to capacity.

AGAINST IRAP calls it unlawful exclusion of "vulnerable refugees from other populations”; IRC, HIAS and CWS object to a
single-nationality allocation.

EVIDENCE South Africa's foreign ministry said in October 2025 that the claim of a "white genocide" is "widely discredited
and unsupported by reliable evidence"”; the allocation itself is in the text.

WATCH Litigation; arrivals by nationality.

P3 Pharmaceutical tariffs, second phase (09.29)

CHANGE A 100% default tariff on patented drugs and ingredients now applies to companies not listed in the April
proclamation's Annex lll. Lower rates: 15% for the EU, Japan, Korea and Switzerland; 10% for the UK; 20% with
an approved onshoring plan; 0% with a pricing agreement. Generics and orphan drugs are exempt.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintelligence_ban
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-governance-can-no-longer-wait-by-gabriela-ramos-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-governance-can-no-longer-wait-by-gabriela-ramos-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/carney-vision-of-middle-power-led-international-order-faces-real-obstacles-by-sophie-eisentraut-2026-09
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/oecd-65th-anniversary-must-refocus-its-mission-on-economics-national-security-by-kim-ruhl-and-pierre-yared-1-2026-09
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/1/botswana-at-60-challenges-the-story-of-postcolonial-african-failure
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/1/botswana-at-60-challenges-the-story-of-postcolonial-african-failure
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/9/29/hormuz-and-yemen-iran-offers-de-escalation-at-a-price-others-will-pay
https://www.democracynow.org/2026/9/30/headlines
https://nautil.us/morally-binding-ai-safety-pledge-mocked-1285430
https://www.ewtnnews.com/vatican/pope-warns-of-uncontrolled-consumption-of-resources-challenges-to-waste-disposal
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-trump-did-not-admit-ive-done-a-shitty-job-as-president-rest-of-speech-edited-away.html
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-kamala-harris-will-not-be-personally-responsible-39-million-campaign-debt-satire.html
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-kamala-harris-will-not-be-personally-responsible-39-million-campaign-debt-satire.html
https://fullfact.org/immigration/AI-asylum-seeker-video-conditions/
https://fullfact.org/politics/video-march-palestine-fake/
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/no-kenyas-president-was-not-issued-icc-red-alert-claimed

06 / POLICY & LAW TRACKER Hﬂ

POPULATION US patients using imported branded drugs from smaller foreign firms.

FOR Onshores supply chains and gives leverage for pricing deals.

AGAINST Costs may pass to patients, and smaller firms lack the leverage to win deals.
EVIDENCE No price data yet. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

WATCH Delayed US launches by smaller firms; shortages in niche branded drugs.

P4 Import bans on some Canadian goods (09.29)

CHANGE Packaged alcohol, whey and some dairy products, and motorcycles over 800cc moved from 50% duties to
exclusion under Section 338 of the Tariff Act of 1930, which CRS calls "the first time a President has expressly
cited this statute to impose tariffs."

FOR The administration cites Canadian dairy quotas and provincial bans on US alcohol as discrimination.

AGAINST The bans cover about $967 million of 2025 imports, 0.3% of US imports from Canada (CRS). Canada's
countermeasures on C$27.6 billion of US goods, answering the August duties, took effect 09.08; whey is an
input for US food makers.

WATCH A challenge under USMCA; court tests of the 1930 statute.

5 California's Al-at-work laws (signed by 09.30)

CHANGE SB 947 limits relying on Al to fire or discipline workers; SB 951 requires notice when layoffs involve Al, according
to CalMatters and the Transparency Coalition (one law firm's list omits it); AB 1883 limits inferring workers'
emotional states; AB 1979 keeps clinicians' final say. SB 903 (Al in mental health) was vetoed as "overly broad."

FOR California Labor Federation's Lorena Gonzalez: no one should be "fired or disciplined by a robot, by an
algorithm, without human oversight."

AGAINST Compliance costs; a patchwork of state rules; possible federal preemption challenges.

WATCH Effective dates; any Justice Department suit.

P6 Spain's housing decree rejected (10.02)

CHANGE The rent cap, eviction freeze to 2030 and lease extensions lapsed after Congress voted 172 to 178.
WATCH Whether the government tries a narrower version or a law instead of a decree. See section 03C.

ADMIRABLE INTENTIONS, UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES - TARIFFS TO PROTECT US MANUFACTURING
Protective tariffs aim at a goal with wide support: more manufacturing jobs at home. The best US evidence on
the last round points the other way. A Federal Reserve working paper by Aaron Flaaen and Justin Pierce on the
2018 to 2019 tariffs found that "U.S. manufacturing industries more exposed to tariff increases experience
relative reductions in employment," because higher input costs and foreign retaliation outweighed the
protection. This year's actions repeat both channels: whey, a food-industry input, is now banned, and Canada
answered the August duties with countermeasures on C$27.6 billion of US goods from 09.08. Fed officials
named tariffs among the sources of the inflation they are raising rates to fight. Supporters argue tariffs win
leverage, and some drugmakers have signed pricing deals to get lower rates; whether the 2026 measures net

out positive is not yet known.| FACT | | ASSESSMENT |

SOURCE - SUPREME COURT DOCKET 26-104 - JURIST (10.01) - IRAP (10.01) [ORG| - HIAS [ORG| - CHURCH
WORLD SERVICE |[ORG| - SOUTH AFRICA DIRCO (10.31.2025) [Eelfl - WHITE HOUSE PHARMACEUTICAL PROCLAMATION :
CRS VIA EVERYCRSREPORT (09.14) [Nl - DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE CANADA (08.25) [SMMll - TRANSPARENCY COALITION

====1

-
(09.30) ORG - STAUSS FIRM (10.01) ORG - FLAAEN AND PIERCE, FEDERAL RESERVE FEDS (2019) E_E’_R_E__j
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https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/26-104.html
https://www.jurist.org/news/2026/10/us-supreme-court-agrees-to-hear-challenge-to-mandatory-immigration-detention-without-bond-hearings/
https://refugeerights.org/news-resources/irap-responds-to-presidential-determination-on-refugee-admissions-prioritizing-afrikaners
https://hias.org/statements/hias-appalled-proposed-exclusion-vulnerable-refugees/
https://cwsglobal.org/migration/church-world-service-calls-for-non-discriminatory-fy-2027-u-s-refugee-admissions-prioritized-by-humanitarian-concern/
https://cwsglobal.org/migration/church-world-service-calls-for-non-discriminatory-fy-2027-u-s-refugee-admissions-prioritized-by-humanitarian-concern/
https://dirco.gov.za/statement-on-the-us-special-refugee-programme/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/adjusting-imports-of-pharmaceuticals-and-pharmaceutical-ingredients-into-the-united-states/
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R49349.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/canada-announces-targeted-countermeasures-and-substantive-support-for-workers-and-businesses-in-response-to-us-tariffs.html
https://www.transparencycoalition.ai/news/gov-newsom-wraps-california-term-by-enacting-11-more-laws-on-ai-safety
https://www.transparencycoalition.ai/news/gov-newsom-wraps-california-term-by-enacting-11-more-laws-on-ai-safety
https://www.staussfirm.com/2026/10/01/californias-2026-privacy-and-ai-bills-what-newsom-signed-and-vetoed/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/disentangling-the-effects-of-the-2018-2019-tariffs-on-a-globally-connected-us-manufacturing-sector.htm

07 / THE ARGUMENT MAP NO WINNER DECLARED Bﬂ

SHOULD FRONTIER Al BE GOVERNED BY
BINDING LAW OR BY VOLUNTARY ACCORD?

Chosen because both options arrived on paper this week: a voluntary White House accord signed by six

companies and a federal bill to ban superintelligence outright.

Argument A: Binding law

When the people building a technology say it could be
catastrophic, promises they write for themselves aren't
enough. Audits whose results stay private can't build
public trust, and a voluntary accord can be dropped the
moment it costs a quarter's revenue. Law, with
penalties, is how societies govern every other high-risk
industry.

EVIDENCE SUPPORTING A

The accord has no penalties and no required public
disclosure of audit results (Al Jazeera). Even a
signatory's policy chief, OpenAl's Chris Lehane, said
industry standards should complement, not replace,
"mandatory federal safeguards and democratic
oversight." | FACT | [DISCOURSE |

WEAKNESSES OF A

Lawmakers struggle to define the thing they would
regulate; "superintelligence" has no agreed technical
meaning. A ban that binds only US firms may move work
elsewhere. Statutes take years, and capability moves in
months.

ADDITIONAL FRAMEWORKS

Argument B: Voluntary accord first

Regulation written before anyone understands the
technology freezes in today's guesses. An accord with
independent auditors can adapt quickly and keeps US
firms ahead of China. If voluntary measures fail, law can
follow with better evidence.

EVIDENCE SUPPORTING B

R Street argues a pause would mean "China would
easily take the global lead" and raises First Amendment
problems. Google's Sundar Pichai said the accord
"contains real tangible steps." The US and China have

agreed a dialogue on the issue due in November.
[pIscourse | [FacT |

WEAKNESSES OF B

Voluntary company commitments made at the White
House in July 2023 (seven firms) and at the 2024 Seoul
summit (16 firms at launch) had no enforcement
mechanism; the 2023 Bletchley declaration was signed
by governments, not companies. The accord's
signatories also compete with each other, which is the
condition under which self-policing tends to slip.
"Morally binding" has no legal meaning.

International oversight Gabriela Ramos and UN-centered voices argue neither national option fits a technology that crosses

borders, and propose an agency able to set standards and respond to emergencies.

Liability, not licensing Make developers legally responsible for harms their systems cause, and let courts set the standard case by

case.

State laboratories Let states such as California test rules on narrower questions (work, health care, children) before any

national framework.

WHAT EVIDENCE WOULD CHANGE THE DEBATE
Published results from the accord's first independent audits. An incident in which a frontier system causes
measurable public harm. Evidence on whether firms move work offshore under state rules. The agenda and
outcome of the first US-China dialogue meeting.

SOURCE - AL JAZEERA (09.30) PRESS - R STREET (09.28) ORG | - SEN. SANDERS (09.23) - EXPRESS TRIBUNE
(09.28) PRESS - WHITE HOUSE (07.21.2023) e[l - UK GOVERNMENT (SEOUL COMMITMENTS) [N - RAMOS (10.02)

MIN])CLU“ GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE EDITION 002 10.03.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 19


https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/9/30/how-does-trumps-white-house-ai-accord-work
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/press-releases/news-sanders-casar-introduce-legislation-to-create-new-federal-agency-to-ban-artificial-superintelligence-pause-advanced-ai-development/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2631903/china-says-dialogue-with-us-important-pathway-for-advancing-ai
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2631903/china-says-dialogue-with-us-important-pathway-for-advancing-ai
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/21/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-secures-voluntary-commitments-from-leading-artificial-intelligence-companies-to-manage-the-risks-posed-by-ai/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/frontier-ai-safety-commitments-ai-seoul-summit-2024/frontier-ai-safety-commitments-ai-seoul-summit-2024
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-governance-can-no-longer-wait-by-gabriela-ramos-2026-10

7B / RED TEAM / BLUE TEAM

RED TEAM / BLUE TEAM

ONE PROPOSITION, ARGUED BOTH WAYS FROM PHILOSOPHY HH

Proposition: governments should freeze evictions of vulnerable tenants who have nowhere else to go until the

housing shortage eases, as Spain's rejected decree would have done until 2030. Blue defends it; Red attacks it.

We don't pick a winner.

BLUE TEAM DEFENDS KAUTILYA,
ARTHASHASTRA (ABOUT 300 BCE TO 300 CE)

The theory. The ancient Indian treatise on
statecraft makes the ruler's welfare and the
people's welfare the same thing: "In the happiness
of his subjects lies his happiness; in their welfare
his welfare" (Shamasastry translation, text;
overview in a secondary compilation). It is a hard-
headed realist text, not a sentimental one: a state
that lets its people fall into ruin weakens itself.

DISCOURSE

Applied this week. An 87-year-old evicted with
nowhere to go is the kind of visible ruin that, on
this view, a competent state prevents, whatever it

costs landlords in the short run.

Best evidence. In 2024, 28.1% of Spain's market-
rate renters spent over 40% of disposable income
on housing, against 19.2% across the EU (Al

Jazeera).

What would make Blue give ground. Evidence that
the freeze cut the supply of homes enough to harm
more households than it protected.

RED TEAM ATTACKS HAYEK, THE USE OF
KNOWLEDGE IN SOCIETY (1945)

The theory. Prices carry knowledge no planner has;
when the state overrides them, people respond in
ways it can't foresee. Hayek's argument, in the
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy's summary, is
that buyers respond rationally to conditions they
can't see "because they know the one thing they
need to know: namely, the price" (the
encyclopedia's words, citing a 1978 Hayek lecture;

the 1945 essay is paraphrased).

Applied this week. A four-year freeze tells owners
that renting to a vulnerable tenant may mean losing
control of the home until 2030, so the predictable
response is to rent less, or only to tenants unlikely

to qualiy

Best evidence. In San Francisco, landlords whose
buildings came under rent control cut the rental
housing they supplied by 15%, mainly by selling to
owner-occupants and redeveloping (Diamond,
McQuade and Qian, AER 2019).

What would make Red give ground. Evidence from
Spain or similar cities that a narrowly targeted
freeze left supply unchanged.

Where they really disagree. Both teams care about the people at the margin. They disagree on which margin
counts: the tenant in front of us now, or the future tenant who never finds a flat. Part of that is empirical (how

much supply falls under a targeted freeze) and part is a judgment about whether a known harm today outweighs a

statistical one later.
- AL JAZEERA (09.30) .

SOURCE

DIAMOND, MCQUADE AND QIAN, AER (2019)
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https://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/261kaut.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthashastra
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/friedrich-hayek/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/30/is-spains-anti-eviction-decree-a-fix-to-its-housing-crisis
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181289

08 / IDEOLOGICAL TURING TEST

POSITIONS AS THEIR ADVOCATES STATE THEM

H

SHOULD GOVERNMENTS USE TARIFFS TO
PROTECT DOMESTIC INDUSTRY??

Live this week through outright US bans on some Canadian goods, 100% default tarifts on patented drugs

and Canada's counter-tariffs. The shared evidence is below; the positions follow.

THE SHARED EVIDENCE

A Federal Reserve working paper on the 2018 to 2019 tariffs found manufacturing industries more exposed to
them saw relative employment declines, as input costs and retaliation outweighed protection. CRS notes
Section 338 had never before been expressly used to impose tariffs. Fed officials this week named tariffs as
one of several sources of above-target inflation. On the other side, Autor, Dorn and Hanson's "China
Syndrome" study (American Economic Review, 2013) found rising import competition caused higher
unemployment, lower participation and reduced wages in exposed US local labor markets, the evidence
protection advocates usually cite. Each position below can cite a line of this.

PROGRESSIVE

Trade deals were written for capital, not workers, and whole
towns paid the price. Tariffs can be part of an industrial policy
that rebuilds good jobs, but only with labor standards, public
investment and protection for consumers, not as bargaining
chips for the powerful.

CONSERVATIVE

A nation that can't make its own medicines, steel or food is
not secure. Other countries protect their industries and their
farmers; refusing to answer in kind is unilateral disarmament.
Some price increase is a fair cost of sovereignty and of
communities that have work.

LIBERAL

Open trade under shared rules has lifted more people out of
poverty than any program. Answer unfair practices through
enforceable agreements and targeted remedies, and help
displaced workers directly, rather than taxing every consumer.

LIBERTARIAN

A tariff is a tax on your own citizens, collected to favor some
producers over everyone else. Voluntary exchange across
borders is as legitimate as exchange across a street. If another
country subsidizes our consumers, that's its loss.

SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC

Trade is fine when its gains are shared. Protect wage floors and
public services, use managed trade where whole regions are
exposed, and fund retraining and income support so openness
keeps public consent.

INSTITUTIONALIST / TECHNOCRATIC

Judge each tariff by measured effects on employment, prices
and retaliation. Use them narrowly where national security is
real, such as critical medicines, and keep them inside the WTO
and USMCA so partners know the rules.

INTERNATIONAL / GLOBAL SOUTH

Rich countries built their industries behind tariffs and now
preach free trade to others. Every country should have room
to protect infant industries, but great-power tariff wars raise
costs for poor importers who had no say in them.

RED TEAM ON THIS SECTION

CANADIAN VIEW

Supply management protects family dairy farms and rural
communities, as US farm supports protect American ones; a
partner that bans imports outright under a 1930 statute is the
one breaking the rules.

The test is whether a committed advocate would sign each card. If one reads to you as a caricature, write the
version its advocate would recognize before deciding it's wrong.

SOURCE - FLAAEN AND PTERCE, FEDS i__P_R_E_J: .

AUTOR, DORN AND HANSON, AER (2013) PEER | -

CRS (09.14) Gov

WILLTAMS (09.29) GOV
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https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/disentangling-the-effects-of-the-2018-2019-tariffs-on-a-globally-connected-us-manufacturing-sector.htm
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.103.6.2121
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R49349.html
https://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/speeches/2026/wil260929

09 / FORECASTING SCENARIOS, NOT CERTAINTY - ALL PROBABILITIES ARE Hﬂ
LAB FORECASTS

FORECASTING LAB

Probabilities are our own, stated so they can be scored. For elections we report only dated polling and predict

no winner.

A ‘The price squeeze

KNOWN Brent $102.25 (10.02 settle); FAO index 136.0; US payrolls +29,000; Williams says one more hike "may be
appropriate late this year"; euro-area inflation 3.8%.

UNCERTAIN Whether the strait reopens; whether diesel supply recovers; how fast El Nifio hits harvests; whether long rates
keep rising.

INDICATORS Daily Hormuz transits; refined fuel exports; FAO cereals; September CPI (10.14); October jobs (11.06); Kalshi's

December hike price.

LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-

HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE IMPACT

30 days Talks continue without a signed A partial corridor lets more cargo Strikes on Gulf energy plants; Brent
framework; Brent $95 to $110. through; Brent below $95. above $125.

60 days Fed hikes in December. Fed holds as job growth weakens Bond-market stress pushes the 10-

further. year above 6%.
90 days FAO index stays above 130. Falls below 130 on a reopening. El Nifio crop losses push the index
toward its 2022 peak.

1year Prices ease as supply reroutes, but food Sustained high prices through 2027 Recession in the US and Europe

costs stay above 2025 levels. harvests. together.

3 to 5 years More bypass pipelines, larger strategic stocks and faster electrification in import-dependent economies.

8 Ebolain DR Congo

KNOWN 8,224 confirmed cases to 09.29; growth slowing to about 56 a day; no licensed vaccine or drug; spread to a
health zone bordering South Sudan.

UNCERTAIN Testing volumes; health-worker pay; access in armed-group areas; whether any candidate vaccine works.

INDICATORS WHO's next outbreak notice; contact follow-up rate; cases in North Kivu; any case outside DRC.

LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-

HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE IMPACT

30 days Slow decline continues; WHO's last report Resurgence in North Kivu pushes daily An urban cluster in Goma or
before 10.31 stays below 10,000. cases back above 70. Bunia.

90 days Cases continue, below 100 a week by year- A long tail of 200 to 400 a week. Confirmed spread to South
end. Sudan or Uganda.

1year Outbreak declared over by late 2027. Recurring flare-ups into 2028. A regional epidemic before any

vaccine is licensed.

Outside view for B. The two Ebola outbreaks larger than 3,000 cases ran about 27 months (West Africa, 2014 to 2016) and about 23
months (North Kivu, 08.01.2018 to 06.25.2020, with a vaccine in use throughout, licensed in late 2019) from declaration to end. Late

2027 would be about 19 months for this one, so we lowered the 1-year base case. (WHO, 06.25.2020 ; CDC

outbreak history )

c Spain's housing fight

KNOWN The decree fell 172 to 178; renters' cost burden is well above the EU average.
UNCERTAIN Whether the government tries a law, a narrower decree or a deal with Junts.
INDICATORS Junts's conditions; new protest camps; eviction statistics.
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https://www.who.int/news/item/25-06-2020-10th-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-declared-over-vigilance-against-flare-ups-and-support-for-survivors-must-continue
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/outbreaks/index.html

09 / FORECASTING LAB Bﬂ

HORIZON BASE CASE ALTERNATIVE LOW-PROBABILITY, HIGH-IMPACT
90 days No eviction freeze in force by 12.31. A narrower freeze passes with Junts's votes. The housing fight forces an early
election.

ELECTION READINGS (DATED POLLING, NOT PREDICTIONS)

Brazil (first round Sunday 10.04, runoff 10.25 if needed): Datafolha (09.28 to 10.01, n=2,506, valid votes) Lula 45%, Flavio Bolsonaro 40%,
runoff 48% to 45%; Atlasintel (09.23 to 09.28, n=5,005) Lula 45.3%, Flavio 42.2%, runoff 47.7% Flavio to 47.6% Lula. Runoffs are within
or near the margin of error. US midterms (11.03): FiftyPlusOne generic-ballot average Democrats 50.8%, Republicans 43.1% (10.02);
averages don't map cleanly to seats. Israel (10.27): Maariv (09.23 to 09.24, n=610) opposition 55 seats, coalition 49; no poll from inside
the window was verified.

Forecast Ledger with the Outside View

ID FORECAST OURS OUTSIDE VIEW RESOLVES

F-004 WHO-reported confirmed Bundibugyo cases exceed 10,000 (was 65%) 35% None found 10.31.2026

F-010 Security Council recommends a Secretary-General candidate (was 70%) 55% None found (winner markets 10.31.2026
only)

F-002 US and Iran announce a signed ceasefire or phased reopening framework 20% Polymarket about 28% for an 11.02.2026

announced US-Iran Hormuz
agreement by 10.31(10.03;
different terms and date)

LMK
F-013 US unemployment for October is 4.3% or higher in BLS's first release (new) 40% None found 11.06.2026
F-@14 FAO Food Price Index for October is above September's 136.0 (new) 55% None found 11.06.2026
F-006 PAHO commission finds the US has lost measles elimination status 75% None found 11.30.2026
F-009 US-China Super Intelligence Dialogue holds its first meeting (was 60%) 65% None found 11.30.2026
F-007 Fed raises rates again at or before the 12.08 to 12.09 meeting (was 55%) 65% Kalshi about 70% for a 12.09.2026

December hike alone (10.02)

==-=n

[y_K_T__-; Manifold 73%, play

money
F-001 PortWatch 7-day average of Hormuz transits reaches 60+ (about half of pre-war) 25% Polymarket about 20% for the  12.31.2026
(reworded) same PortWatch threshold by

re===n

12.31(10.02) ! MKT i: Manifold
13%, play money

F-003 Brent settles below $90 on any day 35% None found 12.31.2026

F-005 Confirmed Bundibugyo case reported in South Sudan 30% Polymarket about 48% for any  12.31.2026
Ebola case in South Sudan in

2026 (10.02; thin market, bid

31%, ask 64%) | MKT
F-008 Federal funding lapse begins after the 12.11 continuing resolution expires 30% None found 12.31.2026

F-@11 IPC or its Famine Review Committee classifies famine (Phase 5 area) in Sudan 4@% None found 12.31.2026

Graded this edition. F-012, "Supreme Court grants review on mandatory immigration detention without bond hearings," resolved yes
on 10.01 (Rhoney v. Barbosa da Cunha). We had it at 65%: Brier score 0.12 (0 is perfect; 0.25 is what always saying 50% earns). Running
Brier after one graded forecast: 0.12. Head to head: no outside reading existed for F-012, so there's no market comparison yet. Odds
changed on evidence: F-004 to 35%, F-010 to 55%, F-007 and F-009 to 65%; reasons are in the ledger. Why we differ on F-005. We
sit about 18 points below Polymarket. Its question counts any Ebola case in South Sudan, ours only a confirmed Bundibugyo case, which
explains part of the gap; the ledger will show who is better calibrated on the rest. Markets are for comparison, never advice.

SOURCE - GAZETA DO POVO ON DATAFOLHA (10.01) - REVISTA EMPREENDE ON ATLASINTEL (@9.29) .

FIFTYPLUSONE (10.02) - POLYMARKET (HORMUZ AGREEMENT) {MKT} . POLYMARKET (HORMUZ TRAFFIC) {MKT} .
POLYMARKET (EBOLA) {MKT} . SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT (STRAW POLL, 09.29) [ORG

M]N])CLUB GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE - EDITION 002 - 10.03.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 23


https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/eleicoes/2026/pesquisa-eleitoral-2026/datafolha-presidente-outubro-2026-2/
https://revistaempreende.com.br/atlasintel-lula-flavio-bolsonaro-pesquisa-presidente-2026/
https://fiftyplusone.news/polls/generic-ballot/generic-ballot
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/markets?slug=us-iran-hormuz-agreement-by-october-31
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/markets?slug=strait-of-hormuz-traffic-returns-to-normal-by-december-31
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/public-search?q=Ebola
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2026/09/fourth-security-council-straw-poll-on-un-secretary-general-candidates.php

10 / INTERVENTION VS. NON-INTERVENTION SUDAN'S HUNGER AND DISPLACEMENT CRISIS Hﬂ

SURGE FUNDING AND A TRUCE PUSH IN SUDAN,
OR CURRENT POLICY?

Chosen because the agencies serving Sudan's displaced say funding is near the point where services stop,

while fighting shifts in Kordofan. Assumptions are listed.

Intervention scenario Current-policy scenario

What it means: donors close the gap UNHCR and WFP What it means: funding at today's levels, rations cut,
describe; the US-backed push for a humanitarian truce fighting decides access.
(confirmed 09.19, per Security Council Report) gains a

Assumption set: donor funding stays near this year's
monitoring mechanism; access corridors to Darfur and

pace; fighting continues in Kordofan and Darfur; El Nifo

Kordofan; restored survey coverage so the IPC can affects the next season.
classify towns such as El Fasher and Kadugli.

WHEN INTERVENTION CURRENT POLICY
Human consequences: fewer deaths from hunger and
. . 1year Phase 5 populations fall; One or more areas
cholera; fewer people forced to move again. ; . ; . ; .
famine classifications classified in Famine (our F-
Economic cost: UNHCR reported $2.7 billion received avoided in most at-risk  011is 40% by 12.31);
areas. services stop in camps

against $8.5 billion needed for its global operations by
end-July; a Sudan-specific figure for 2026 was not

below funding thresholds.

verified 5 years Returns begin where Sudan remains the world's
) security holds; data largest displacement crisis;
Feasibility: low to moderate. In November 2025 the RSF systems rebuilt. geljght;“s (Chad, Solstt:
Lo , udan) carry more of the
said it accepted the Quad's ceasefire plan but soon load.

resumed drone strikes; the army chief then rejected
. 10 A tion's schooli A lost decade of educati
the plan, and the RSF declared a unilateral three-month years generation s schocling ostdecace of ecucation
partly recovered. and growth for millions of
truce. We found neither side's answer to the 09.19 children.
push. A drone strike hit food trucks near Dilling on

08.30.

Risks: aid diverted by armed groups; a truce that lets
forces regroup. In Khartoum state, much frontline
delivery runs through volunteer Emergency Response
Rooms, which ACAPS says "rely on diaspora and
community donations" and whose members face
detention, abuse and kidnapping for ransom (10.2025);
who funds and protects them is part of the choice.

RED TEAM
The intervention case assumes money converts into food reaching people. In Sudan, both forces have blocked
or attacked convoys, so extra funding may buy less than its size suggests, and a truce without enforcement has
failed before. The non-intervention case assumes neighbors can keep absorbing refugees, which UNHCR's

funding warning of 09.29 already calls into question. Both sides rest on assumptions the evidence can't yet
settle. | EVIDENCE INSUFFICIENT |

SOURCE -+ SECURITY COUNCIL REPORT (OCTOBER) ORG | - AL JAZEERA (ARMY REJECTS QUAD PLAN, 11.24.2025) PRESS | - AL

JAZEERA (RSF TRUCE, 11.24.2025) PRESS | - ACAPS (10.16.2025) ORG - THE NATIONAL ON WFP (09.14) |F’RES$| - IP

(06.03) o
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/monthly-forecast/2026-10/sudan-42.php
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/24/sudan-army-chief-rejects-truce-proposal-citing-uae-role
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/24/rsf-announces-unilateral-three-month-humanitarian-truce-in-sudan
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/24/rsf-announces-unilateral-three-month-humanitarian-truce-in-sudan
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20251016_ACAPS_Sudan_-_Challenges_and_opportunities_for_Khartoum_state_emergency_response_rooms_.pdf
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/us/2026/09/14/wfp-warns-sudan-food-aid-could-be-cut-within-weeks-as-20-million-face-acute-hunger/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Feb2026_Jan2027_Special_Report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Feb2026_Jan2027_Special_Report.pdf

11 / HUMAN PROGRESS GOOD NEWS THAT GETS UNDERREPORTED -+ LONGITUDINAL DATA Hﬂ

HUMAN PROGRESS THE NEWS SKIPPED

Five long trends from the World Bank's World Development Indicators (updated 07.13.2026), each with its

caveat.

INDICATOR THE LONG RUN CHANGE CAVEAT

Under-5 mortality 1990: 93.5 - 2000: 76.7 - 2015: 42.9 — 2024: 37.4. -6Q% Gates Goalkeepers 2026 puts 2025
per 1,000 births (UN at 36 and calls the decline slow.
IGME)

Maternal mortality 1990: 391 - 2000: 328 - 2015: 228 - 2023: 197. -5Q% Modeled estimates; progress has
per 100,000 births slowed since about 2016.

New HIV infections Peak about 3.3 million (1995) — 2.2 million (2010) - —61% HIV funding fell 18% in 2025; PreP
UNAIDS estimates 1.3 million (2024). users fell to 1.1 million.

Extreme poverty 1981: 47.1% — 2000: 36.2% — 2015: 13.4% — 2024: -37 p‘tS 2024 is a nowcast.

below $3.00 a day 10.4%.

Access to electricity 2000:78.2% — 2015: 86.9% — 2024: 91.9%. +14 pts The gap is mostly in sub-Saharan
share of world population Africa.

COOPERATION THAT PRODUCED MEASURABLE PROGRESS - UGANDA'S BUNDIBUGYO OUTBREAK
Uganda declared its Bundibugyo outbreak over on 08.25 after 42 days without a new case; CDC counts 21
confirmed and probable cases and 3 deaths there, while the same virus has passed 8,000 confirmed cases
across the border in DR Congo. The contrast suggests that fast detection, isolation and contact follow-up can

stop this virus even without a vaccine, though Uganda's outbreak was far smaller and outside a conflict zone.
[FacT | [AssEssMENnT |

SOURCE - WORLD BANK WDI, UNDER-5 MORTALITY - WDI, MATERNAL MORTALITY - WDI, HIV INCIDENCE

- WDI, POVERTY - WDI, ELECTRICITY - GATES GOALKEEPERS 2026 ORG | - THE LANCET, RESOLVE TRIAL

(09.30)

12 / ONE CONVERSATION WORTH HAVING NO OBVIOUS ANSWER

ONE CONVERSATION WORTH HAVING

If people in a country help prove a medicine works, is that country owed the cheapest price for it?

Lenacapavir, the twice-yearly HIV prevention shot, costs about $28,000 a year in the US; generics target about $40,
but the licence excludes at least 26 middle-income countries, some of which hosted trials (Al Jazeera, 10.01
). Four directions. Background: the Declaration of Helsinki (para 34) already requires sponsors to arrange post-trial
provisions for participants who still need a beneficial intervention; it sets no price and doesn't cover the wider

population.

RECIPROCITY ABILITY TO PAY

MSF: countries that help generate the evidence shouldn't be Middle-income countries can pay more; tie price to income,
excluded from affordable access. not to trial location.

GLOBAL PUBLIC GOOD INNOVATION INCENTIVES

Gaps anywhere raise infections everywhere. A guaranteed lowest price could mean fewer trials there.
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https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.HIV.INCD.TL?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SI.POV.DDAY?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/EG.ELC.ACCS.ZS?format=json
https://goalkeepers.gatesfoundation.org/report/2026-report/
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(26)01380-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(26)01380-2
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/1/hiv-prevention-drug-hailed-as-breakthrough-but-who-gets-access
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki/

13 / INTELLECTUAL CROSS-TRAINING

DELIBERATELY OUTSIDE THE USUAL DIET Bﬂ

INTELLECTUAL CROSS-TRAINING

FORMAT PICK WHY IT DESERVES YOUR TIME
Long-form Tafi Mhaka, "Botswana at 60 challenges the story of postcolonial An African columnist's case that institutions, not
African failure," Al Jazeera, 10.01 mineral wealth, decide outcomes. A useful
counterweight to a week of grim news from the
continent.
Contrarian Adam Thierer and Nicholas Thielman, "The Sanders-Casar 'Ban The strongest case against a ban, from a
Artificial Superintelligence Act' is Al Authoritarianism,"” R Street, libertarian think tank. Read it next to the bill's
09.28 own text.
Paper Sahoo, Blumenstock, Niehaus, Selker and Wager, "What Would it Puts the price of cutting extreme poverty to 1%
Cost to End Extreme Poverty2" arXiv, 09.02 (preprint) at about $211 billion a year, around 0.28% of
world GDP. A concrete number for an aid
debate usually argued in principle.
Podcast Lawfare Daily, "Did Washington Walk Into Beijing's Trap? Xi's State A China specialist on what last month's summit
Visit with Jonathan Czin," 09.30 gave each side, including the Al dialogue now
due in November.
Book Marcia Chatelain, How Bright the Path Grows: The Untold Story of History of how a movement turned organizing
the Women Who Made the March on Washington (listed 09.29) into policy, a timely companion to a week when
a protest camp won a decree and then lost it.
Speech Pope Leo XIV to Italy's Hera Group, 10.01 A religious voice on consumption and waste,

outside most policy readers’ usual sources.

14 / WHAT WE MAY HAVE MISSED

M1 The US vaccine committee that hasn't met this year

SMALL ATTENTION, LARGE CONSEQUENCE

CDC lists its March and June 2026 ACIP meetings as cancelled "Due to ongoing litigation." The last completed
meeting was in December 2025; the next is listed for 10.21 to 10.23. Why it matters over 1to 5 years:

insurers, states and manufacturers rely on these recommendations; a year without votes leaves new vaccines and

schedules in limbo during a measles resurgence.

M2 The middle-income gap in HIV prevention

At least 26 middle-income countries are excluded from lenacapavir's generic licence; together they accounted for
about 23% of new HIV infections in 2023, according to Al Jazeera's reporting of MSF's analysis. Why it
matters: HIV prevention gains could stall in exactly the countries where infections are concentrated but donors are

leaving. | ASSESSMENT

M3 Afghanistan's returns

UNHCR counts 1,228,920 returns to Afghanistan in 2026 as of 09.22, including 506,410 deportations, mostly from
Iran. Why it matters: large, fast returns to a country with limited services and aid can drive further

displacement and hunger over the next few years. [ ASSESSMENT
- CDC ACIP © AL _JAZEERA (10.01) + UNHCR (09.22)

SOURCE
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https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/1/botswana-at-60-challenges-the-story-of-postcolonial-african-failure
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/1/botswana-at-60-challenges-the-story-of-postcolonial-african-failure
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2609.02013
https://arxiv.org/abs/2609.02013
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/lawfare-daily--did-washington-walk-into-beijing-s-trap--xi-s-state-visit-with-jonathan-czin
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/lawfare-daily--did-washington-walk-into-beijing-s-trap--xi-s-state-visit-with-jonathan-czin
https://bookriot.com/new-book-releases-september-29-2026/
https://bookriot.com/new-book-releases-september-29-2026/
https://www.ewtnnews.com/vatican/pope-warns-of-uncontrolled-consumption-of-resources-challenges-to-waste-disposal
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/1/hiv-prevention-drug-hailed-as-breakthrough-but-who-gets-access
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan

15 / SIGNAL VS. NOISE END OF THE INTELLIGENCE SECTION Bﬂ

SIGNAL VS. NOISE

Five signals Five distractions
01  An official says the US and Iran agree on the @1 'The "Unites States" typo in the Al accord. Its
steps and disagree on the order. If so, that voluntary, penalty-free terms matter more.

narrows what a deal has to solve.
02  The America.gov chatbot saying fraud didn't

02  Revisions turned July's payrolls negative. Job change the 2020 result. The federal Al site's
growth was weaker over the summer than first design matters more than one answer.
reported.

03  'The edited "shitty job" clip of the President.

03  Cereal prices are 17.2% above a year earlier just
as a very strong El Nifio builds. 04 'The satire about Kamala Harris and campaign

debt.

04 CDC's vaccine committee hasn't voted all year,
while US measles cases reached 3,887. 05 The recurring "Japan bans Islam" hoax.

05  The Supreme Court agreed to settle who can be
detained without a bond hearing, nationwide.

THE DISTINCTION
Each signal above changes a decision someone has to make in the next few months: a rate, a ruling, a vaccine
schedule, a food budget, a negotiating position. Each distraction drew coverage or fact-checks without

changing any of those decisions.

SOURCE - LEAD STORIES (TYPO, ©9.3@) [ORG| - FORTUNE (@9.29) PRESS | - FULL FACT (JAPAN, 09.28) |[ORG
16 / PHILOSOPHY LENS ONE ISSUE, ONE CLASSICAL AND ONE MODERN THINKER

UNPAID EBOLA WORKERS: \WHO OWES THEM,
AND WHAT DO WE OWE STRANGERS IN
DANGER?

The issue: an outbreak with no vaccine, health workers protesting unpaid wages, and donors and governments

each saying the bill belongs to someone else.
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https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-trumps-super-intelligence-accord-did-misspell-countrys-name-as-unites-states.html
https://fortune.com/2026/09/29/trumps-new-ai-website-america-gov-said-biden-won-2020then-the-white-house-made-the-chatbot-stop-answering/
https://fullfact.org/world/Japan-anti-Islam-laws-false/

16 / PHILOSOPHY LENS Bﬂ

CLASSICAL
CONFUCIAN

MENCIUS (4TH CENTURY BCE), MODERN PETER SINGER, "FAMINE, AFFLUENCE,

AND MORALITY" (1972)
Core claim. Compassion is part of human nature, a "sprout”
that has to be cultivated. His test case: "if men suddenly see a
child about to fall into a well, they will without exception

Core claim. If we can prevent something very bad without
sacrificing anything of comparable moral importance, we
ought to; distance doesn't reduce the obligation
(paraphrased; Philosophy & Public Affairs, 1972).

DISCOURSE

How it would judge this week. Back pay for Bunia's health

experience a feeling of alarm and distress" (Legge translation,
text). A ruler who fails to act on that feeling, for people he
governs, fails as a ruler (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy).

DISCOURSE

How it would judge this week. Mencius would put the duty
first on the authorities nearest the danger: DR Congo's

workers is a small sum next to the cost of a longer outbreak,
so on Singer's view anyone able to pay it has a duty to,

whoever is formally responsible. | ASSESSMENT

government owes its health workers their pay. He would also
ask whether outside powers that feel the alarm are cultivating

that feeling into action, or letting it fade.

Where they part. Mencius grades duties by relationship and role: the ruler first, then others. Singer rejects that
grading: the duty falls on whoever can help at least cost. This week's funding standoff between donors and

governments is close to that disagreement in practice. | ASSESSMENT

17 / POLITICAL SCIENCE LENS

SELECTORATE THEORY AND THE HORMUZ
TALKS

Framework: Bruce Bueno de Mesquita and colleagues, The Logic of Political Survival (2003). Leaders keep

ONE FRAMEWORK, APPLIED TO THE WEEK

power by satisfying a "winning coalition," the people whose support they need; the smaller that group, the

more a leader can spend on rewarding it and the less on public goods.

WHAT IT PREDICTS

A leader who answers to a small coalition can absorb broad
public costs, such as a blockade's toll on ordinary people, as
long as the coalition is protected. A leader who answers to a
large electorate is pushed by broad costs like fuel prices, and

so by election timing.| ASSESSMENT

WHAT THE EVIDENCE SHOWS THIS WEEK

On the US side, the President tied the war's end to the
calendar: "right after the election ... maybe before" (CBS,
10.01). In Iran, the Persian-language press split between
reformists favoring the Qatari channel and hardliners urging
escalation instead of patience (Iran International's review).
Both fit the theory's prediction that each side's
timing tracks its own coalition more than the strait.

ASSESSMENT

WHERE IT FALLS SHORT

Iran's governing coalition isn't directly observable, so the

theory's key variable has to be inferred. It also says little about

mediators such as Qatar, whose role this week was central.

ASSESSMENT

INTENTIONS AND OUTCOMES

Both governments describe their aims in national terms. The
theory suggests outcomes will track who each leader must
keep on side, which is why people outside both coalitions,
such as food importers, carry costs neither side counts.

ASSESSMENT

SOURCE - SELECTORATE THEORY (SECONDARY COMPTILATION) - CBS NEWS (10.01 - IRAN INTERNATIONAL
(09.30)
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https://sacred-texts.com/cfu/menc/menc06.htm
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mencius/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2265052
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selectorate_theory
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-negotiations-strait-of-hormuz-oil/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202610011200
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202610011200

17 /

POLITICAL SCIENCE LENS Hﬂ

18 /

THIS WEEK IN FIVE SENTENCES WHAT TO BE ABLE TO EXPLAIN

THIS WEEK IN FIVE SENTENCES

01

02

03

04

05

SOURCE

US-Iran talks stalled in New York, over the order of steps rather than the steps themselves, according to an

official briefed on them, and the strait stayed open to only a small fraction of its pre-war traffic, with Brent

settling at $102.25 on Friday.

'The costs are showing up in food and inflation: FAO's index rose to 136.0, cereals are 17.2% above a year

ago, and euro-area inflation jumped to 3.8%.

US employers added just 29,000 jobs in September, yet New York Fed President Williams said one more
hike "may be appropriate late this year," with inflation at 3.4% and wages growing 3.0%.

DR Congo's Ebola outbreak passed 8,200 confirmed cases with growth slowing, though unpaid health

workers and patchy testing mean the slowdown isn't yet proof of a peak. [FacT | [AssEssMENT |

'The week's best-evidenced reason for hope: a trial in Indian public hospitals found eight weeks of hepatitis

C treatment worked as well as twelve for patients without cirrhosis, which could let the same budget treat

more people.

- THE LANCET, RESOLVE (09.30) PEER | AND ITEMS IN SECTION 01
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RECEIPTS EVERY KEY CLAIM, CHECKED BEFORE PRINT Bﬂ

RECEIPTS

Twelve claims checked on 10.02.2026 against the pages cited. One passage was corrected before print.

# CLAIM AS PRINTED SOURCE THE PASSAGE VERDICT BEFORE PRINT

RO1 US-Iran talks reached a Axios, 09.30 "But by late afternoon it became clear negotiations were Nothing
stalemate on Monday at a stalemate.”

09.28

RO2 Brent settled at $102.25 on  Energy Now, 10.02 "Brent settled at US$102.25, down just US$0.06, or Nothing
Friday 10.02 0.06%, Friday.”

RO3 FAO index 136.0 in FAO, 10.02 "The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 136.0 points Nothing
September, up 1.5% in September 2026, up 2.0 points (1.5 percent) from its

revised August level."

RO4 Euro-area inflation 3.8% in  Eurostat, 10.02 "Euro area annual inflation is expected to be 3.8% in Nothing
September, from 3.2% GOV September 2026, up from 3.2% in August”

RO5 8,224 confirmed Ebola ECDC, 10.02 "a total of 8 224 confirmed cases, including 3 982 Nothing
cases and 3,982 deaths as related deaths”
of 09.29

R0O6 No licensed vaccine or WHO DONé18, 09.25 "no approved vaccines or specific treatments currently Nothing
treatment for Bundibugyo GOV exist for BVD."

RO7 No area in Famine; 14 areas |IPC Sudan, 06.03 "14 areas face a risk of Famine" Nothing
at risk through September

RO8 Army says it captured al- Al Jazeera, 10.02 "A Sudanese army source told Al Jazeera that al- Nothing
Mazroub, the RSF's largest Mazroub was the RSF's largest stronghold in North
North Kordofan stronghold Kordofan."

R0O9 Payrolls +29,000; BLS, 10.02 "Both nonfarm payroll employment (+29,000) and the Nothing
unemployment 4.2% unemployment rate (4.2 percent) changed little in

September”

R10  Williams: one more hike New York Fed, 09.29 "one further upward adjustment of the federal funds Nothing
"may be appropriate late GOV target range may be appropriate late this year"
this year”

R11  Supreme Court granted Supreme Court "26-104 RHONEY, ACTING DIR. V. BARBOSA DA CUNHA, Passage corrected
review in Rhoney v. order list, 10.01 RICARDO A. The petitions for writs of certiorari are to the line for case
Barbosa da Cunha on 10.01 GOV granted.” 26-104

R12  Refugee admissions Federal Register, "The admissions shall primarily be allocated among Nothing
"primarily” for Afrikaners 10.02 Kl Afrikaners from South Africa pursuant to Executive Order

14204."

Receipts are checked against the page as read on the date shown. Pages change; when one does, the receipt keeps its date and the
brief notes the change in the next edition.

ASK MIND CLUB AND CORRECTIONS READER QUESTIONS, ANSWERED WITH SOURCES

ASK MIND CLUB

No reader question reached us this week.

CORRECTIONS LOG

EDITION WHAT WE GOT WRONG WHAT IT SHOULD SAY FIXED

None. Every material fix to a published edition is listed here and on the website, with the date it was fixed.
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https://www.axios.com/2026/10/01/rubio-iran-unga-delegation-kicked-out
https://energynow.com/2026/10/oil-ends-volatile-week-mixed-as-emergency-reserve-release-knocks-wti-lower-but-brent-holds-above-102/
https://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-euro-indicators/w/2-02102026-ap
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/ebola-outbreak-democratic-republic-congo-and-uganda
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2026-DON618
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Feb2026_Jan2027_Special_Report.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/2/sudans-army-says-it-captured-rsf-stronghold-in-north-kordofan
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.newyorkfed.org/newsevents/speeches/2026/wil260929
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/100126zr_6j37.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/100126zr_6j37.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/02/2026-20318/presidential-determination-on-refugee-admissions-for-fiscal-year-2027
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/10/02/2026-20318/presidential-determination-on-refugee-admissions-for-fiscal-year-2027

SOURCES EVERY LINK CITED IN THIS EDITION, IN ORDER OF FIRST USE Bﬂ

SOURCES

1. Axios (09.30) axios.com 58. CPJ (Egypt) cpj.org  ORG

2. EA WorldView (10.01) eaworldview.com 59. JournalismPakistan media brief (10.02) journalismpakistan.com
3. Asharqg Al-Awsat (09.30) english.aawsat.com

4. CBS News (10.01) cbsnews . com 60. World Bank (03.26) blogs .worldbank.org

5. Times of Israel (09.30) timesofisrael.com 61. White House NSC (05.156.2024) bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov
6. IMF (10.01) imf . org S0V

7. Windward insights.windward.ai 62. UNHCR Afghanistan portal (09.22) data.unhcr.org

8. HNGN citing Kpler (10.02) hngn . com 63 Irowman Peaperlocke  ORG

9. Global Energy_Flow global-energy-fLlow.com 64. Department of Finance Canada (08.25) canada.ca
10. Energy Now (10.02) energynow. com 65. Copernicus (August) climate.copernicus.eu

1. TechTimes (10.02) techtimes . com 66. NOAA NCE| (August) nced . noaa. gov
12. FAO Food Price Index (10.02) fao.org 67. The Watchers (Nepal) watchers.news

ORG
13. Eurostat flash (10.02) ec.europa.eu 68. NAFSA nafsa.org

14. BLS CPI (August) bls . gov 69. FDA (09.28) fda. gov

15. NOAA CPC ENSO (09.10) cpc.ncep.noaa.gov 70. FDA (10.01) fda. gov

16. IANS on WFP Somalia (09.29) socialnews. xyz 71. healthinsurance.org (09.29) globenewswire.com [ ORG

17. World Bank Pink Sheet (09.02) thedocs . worldbank .org 72. Al Jazeera (lenacapavir, 10.01) aljazeera. com

18. ECDC (10.02) ecdc.europa.eu 73. CDC measles (10.01) cdc . gov

19. WHO DON618 (09.25) who . int [JIXU 74. CDC ACIP meetings cdc. gov

20. WHO DON617 who . int [[EEY 75. WHO (0918) who . int: [

21, CDC (10.01) cdc . gov 76. OCHA humanitarian action humanitarianaction.info
22. AP via Philadelphia Inquirer (10.02) inquirer.com 77. BEA PCE (09.30) bea. gov

23. Al Jazeera (10.02) aljazeera.com 78. Euronews (09.29) euronews . com

24. Nairametrics on UNHCR (09.29) nairametrics.com 79. Trading Economics (Brent) tradingeconomics.com
25. Dawn on UNHCR (09.29) dawn . com 80. Sortiraparis (France strike) sortiraparis.com
26. IPC Sudan special report (06.03) ipcinfo.org 81. Daily Trust (Nigeria, 10.01) dailytrust.com

82. WHO situation page who . int

27. Security Council Report (October) securitycouncilreport.org
ORG 83. CIDRAP (minister on peak) cidrap.umn.edu
28. BLS Employment Situation (10.02) bls . gov 84. CIDRAP (Ervebo study) cidrap.umn.edu
29. BLS JOLTS (09.29) bls . gov 85. CEPI (Moderna Phase 1) cepi.net | ORG
30. New York Fed, Williams (09.29) newyorkfed.org 86. University of Oxford (07.13) ox . ac.uk | ORG
31. Federal Reserve, Barr (09.29) federalreserve.gov 87. American Economic Review, 2019 aeaweb.org
32. Freddie Mac PMMS (10.01) freddiemac . com | ORG 88. Daily Sabah (09.29) dailysabah.com
33. US Treasury yields (10.01) home . treasury.gov 89. idealista (09.30) idealista.com
34. Kalshi (10.02) api.elections.kalshi.com EM_K_T_] 90. Al Jazeera (09.30) aljazeera.com
35. Yahoo Finance (consensus, 10.02) finance. yah;-o-.-com 91. Press Digital (10.02) pressdigital.es
36. Supreme Court order list (10.01) supremecourt.gov 92. UP1(10.02) upi.com
37. Supreme Court order list (09.29) supremecourt.gov K 93. The Corner on Fedea (04.14) thecorner.eu
38. AP via WSLS (10.01) ws s . com 94. Wikipedia (FLI statement, secondary) en.wikipedia.org
39. Federal Register (10.02) federalregister.gov 95. R Street (09.28) rstreet.org [ORG
40. Global Refuge globalrefuge.org |ORG 96. Ramos, Project Syndicate (10.02) project-syndicate.org
41, IRC (10.01) rescue.org | ORG 97. Eisentraut, Project Syndicate project-syndicate.org

42.TRAC tracreports.org 98. Ruhl and Yared, Project Syndicate project-syndicate.org
43. SCOTUSblog (October calendar) scotusblog. com 99. Mhaka, Al Jazeera (10.01) aljazeera.com

44. EA WorldView (10.01) eaworldview. com 100. Al-Aqili, Al Jazeera (09.29) aljazeera.com

45. OHCHR HRMMU (August, 09.16) ukraine.ohchr.org 101. Democracy Now (Right Livelihood, 09.30) democracynow.org
46. OCHA 0Pt (09.28) ochaopt .org 102. Nautilus (09.30) nautil.us

47. Middle East Eye (10.01) middleeasteye.net 103. EWTN News (10.01) ewtnnews . com

=

48. Al Jazeera (09.30) aljazeera.com 104. Lead Stories (Trump clip) Leadstories.com | ORG

49. Sen. Sanders (09.23) sanders.senate.gov 105. Lead Stories (Harris satire) Leadstories.com [ORG

50. CalMatters (09.30) calmatters.org 106. Full Fact (asylum video) fullfact.org [ORG

51. WilmerHale (12.2025 order) wilmerhale.com | ORG 107. Eull Fact (march video) fullfact.org [ORG

52. Tehran Times tehrantimes . com 108. Africa Check (09.30) africacheck.org [ORG

53. Iran International iranintl.com 109. Supreme Court docket 26-104 supremecourt. gov
54. TASS tass . com 110. JURIST (10.01) jurist.org

55. Dawn dawn . com 111. IRAP (10.01) refugeerights.org | ORG

56. Al Jazeera live (10.01) aljazeera.com 12. HIAS hias.org [ORG

57. Security Council Report (Yemen) securitycouncilreport.org [ORG | 13. Church World Service cwsglobal.org [ORG
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https://www.techtimes.com/articles/328494/20261002/lng-cargoes-through-hormuz-hit-wartime-record-80-gap-leaves-europe-exposed.htm
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https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/05/15/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-on-the-u-s-prc-talks-on-ai-risk-and-safety-2/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan
https://www.troutman.com/insights/from-duties-to-import-bans-president-trump-escalates-section-338-actions-against-canadian-goods/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2026/08/canada-announces-targeted-countermeasures-and-substantive-support-for-workers-and-businesses-in-response-to-us-tariffs.html
https://climate.copernicus.eu/surface-air-temperature-august-2026
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/global-climate-202608
https://watchers.news/2026/10/01/floods-and-landslides-kill-at-least-32-in-nepal-himlung-avalanche-toll-reaches-11/
https://www.nafsa.org/fall2026outlook
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-treatment-mct8-deficiency
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-heart-valve-designed-grow-children
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/09/29/3371142/33085/en/aca-open-enrollment-2027-higher-premiums-insurer-exits-and-subsidy-changes-could-reshape-coverage-choices.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/10/1/hiv-prevention-drug-hailed-as-breakthrough-but-who-gets-access
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
https://www.cdc.gov/acip/meetings/index.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-09-2026-member-states-advance-negotiations-on-pathogen-access-and-benefit-sharing-ahead-of-un-general-assembly-meeting-on-pandemics
https://humanitarianaction.info/
https://www.bea.gov/data/personal-consumption-expenditures-price-index
https://www.euronews.com/2026/09/29/middle-east-oil-exports-rise-as-lng-traffic-through-hormuz-picks-up
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/brent-crude-oil
https://www.sortiraparis.com/en/news/in-paris/articles/352808-strike-on-september-29-2026-in-paris-protests-by-ratp-workers-schools-and-hospitals-what-to-expect
https://dailytrust.com/public-workers-begin-strike-tomorrow-over-high-fuel-price
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/ebola-outbreak---drc-2026
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ebola-outbreak-dr-congo-grows-7200-cases-government-officials-suggest-transmission-has-peaked
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/ervebo-vaccine-trial-kicks-ebola-ravaged-dr-congo
https://cepi.net/modernas-bundibugyo-ebolavirus-vaccine-candidate-enters-first-human-trial-backed-cepi
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2026-07-13-worlds-first-phase-i-bundibugyo-ebolavirus-vaccine-trial-launched-by
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20181289
https://www.dailysabah.com/business/economy/spain-eyes-ban-on-evictions-until-2030-amid-housing-protest-pressure
https://www.idealista.com/en/news/financial-advice-in-spain/2026/09/30/916710-spain-revives-eviction-freeze-after-87-year-old-forced-from-home
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/30/is-spains-anti-eviction-decree-a-fix-to-its-housing-crisis
https://www.pressdigital.es/articulo/economia/2026-10-02/6037517-congreso-rechaza-decreto-medidas-vivienda-votos-pp-vox-junts-upn
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2026/10/02/spain-housing-crisis-parliament/1721790969374
https://thecorner.eu/news-spain/fedea-reports-lower-classes-bear-the-brunt-of-government-rent-caps/125151/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintelligence_ban
https://www.rstreet.org/commentary/the-sanders-casar-ban-artificial-superintelligence-act-is-ai-authoritarianism/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/ai-governance-can-no-longer-wait-by-gabriela-ramos-2026-10
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/carney-vision-of-middle-power-led-international-order-faces-real-obstacles-by-sophie-eisentraut-2026-09
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/oecd-65th-anniversary-must-refocus-its-mission-on-economics-national-security-by-kim-ruhl-and-pierre-yared-1-2026-09
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/10/1/botswana-at-60-challenges-the-story-of-postcolonial-african-failure
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/9/29/hormuz-and-yemen-iran-offers-de-escalation-at-a-price-others-will-pay
https://www.democracynow.org/2026/9/30/headlines
https://nautil.us/morally-binding-ai-safety-pledge-mocked-1285430
https://www.ewtnnews.com/vatican/pope-warns-of-uncontrolled-consumption-of-resources-challenges-to-waste-disposal
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-trump-did-not-admit-ive-done-a-shitty-job-as-president-rest-of-speech-edited-away.html
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-kamala-harris-will-not-be-personally-responsible-39-million-campaign-debt-satire.html
https://fullfact.org/immigration/AI-asylum-seeker-video-conditions/
https://fullfact.org/politics/video-march-palestine-fake/
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/meta-programme-fact-checks/no-kenyas-president-was-not-issued-icc-red-alert-claimed
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/26-104.html
https://www.jurist.org/news/2026/10/us-supreme-court-agrees-to-hear-challenge-to-mandatory-immigration-detention-without-bond-hearings/
https://refugeerights.org/news-resources/irap-responds-to-presidential-determination-on-refugee-admissions-prioritizing-afrikaners
https://hias.org/statements/hias-appalled-proposed-exclusion-vulnerable-refugees/
https://cwsglobal.org/migration/church-world-service-calls-for-non-discriminatory-fy-2027-u-s-refugee-admissions-prioritized-by-humanitarian-concern/

SOURCES Bﬂ

114. South Africa DIRCO (10.31.2025) dirco.gov.za 136. Al Jazeera (army rejects Quad plan, 11.24.2025) aljazeera.com
115. White House pharmaceutical proclamation whitehouse. gov
116. CRS via EveryCRSReport (09.14) everycrsreport. com 137. Al Jazeera (RSF truce, 11.24.2025) aljazeera.com
117. Transparency Coalition (09.30) transparencycoalition.ai | ORG 138. ACAPS (10.16.2025) acaps .org | ORG
118. Stauss Firm (10.01) staussfirm.com  ORG 139. The National on WFP (09.14) thenationalnews.com
19. Flaaen and Pierce, Federal Reserve FEDS (2019) federalreserve.gov  140. World Bank WDI, under-5 mortality api.worldbank.org
' PRE | 141. WDI, maternal mortality api .worldbank.org
120. Express Tribune (09.28) tribune. com. pk 142. WDI, HIV incidence api .worldbank.org
121. White House (07.21.2023) bidenwhitehouse. archives. gov 143. WDL, poverty api.worldbank.org
122. UK government (Seoul commitments) gov . uk 144. WD\, electricity api.worldbank.org
123. text history.hanover.edu 145. Gates Goalkeepers 2026 goalkeepers.gatesfoundation.org | ORG
124. secondary compilation en.wikipedia.org 146. The Lancet, RESOLVE trial (09.30) doi.org
125. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy plato.stanford.edu 147. Declaration of Helsinki wma . net
126. Autor, Dorn and Hanson, AER (2013) aeaweb.org 148. Sahoo, Blumenstock, Niehaus, Selker and Wager, "What Would it Cost to
127. WHO, 06.25.2020 who . int [EEl\ End Extreme Poverty2" arXiv, 09.02 (preprint) arxiv.org
128. CDC outbreak history cdc. gov 149. Lawfare Daily, "Did Washington Walk Into Beijing's Trap? Xi's State Visit with

129. Gazeta do Povo on Datafolha (10.01) gazetadopovo.com.br Jonthan Czin - vese La.wfaremedla -ore
130. Revista Empreende on Atlasintel (09.29) revistaempreende.com.br 150. Marcia Chatelain, How Bright the Path Grows: The Untold Story of the

Women Who Made the March on Washington (listed 09.29) bookriot.com

151. i . i . ORG
131, FiftyPlusOne (10.02) fiftyplusone. news Lead Stories (typo, 09.30) Leadstories.com

----2 152, Fortune (09.29) fortune.com | PRESS
132. Polymarket (Hormuz agreement) gamma-api.polymarket.com TMKT _—
r---%3--=" 153 Full Fact (Japan, 09.28) fullfact.org  ORG
133. Polymarket (Hormuz traffic) gamma-api.polymarket.com | MKT !

134. Polymarket (Ebola) gamma-api.polymarket.com [E’lKT:]
135. Security Council Report (straw poll, 09.29)
securitycouncilreport.org [ORG

=

154. text sacred-texts.com

155. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy plato.stanford.edu
156. Philosophy & Public Affairs, 1972 jstor.org

157. Selectorate theory (secondary compilation) en.wikipedia.org

Publisher. Mind Club is published by Torpedo Publishing LLC, 4653 Carmel Mountain Road, Suite 308 #420, San Diego, CA 92130, which owns it and
holds editorial responsibility for it. "Punit Dhillon Mind Club" is a brand name used by Torpedo Publishing LLC. It does not mean that Punit Dhillon
personally wrote, checked or published any edition.

Test flight. Mind Club is in test flight. Formats, schedules and coverage may change or pause without notice.

Al-generated content. Every brief is generated by an Al system that Torpedo Publishing LLC configures and maintains. The Mind Club editor approves
each edition for release before it is sent. That approval is not a check of every statement, and editions can contain errors, omissions or information
that has gone out of date. The linked primary sources are the authority, so check them before relying on anything in a brief.

Whose views. The analysis, arguments, red team views and forecasts in a brief are produced by the Al system. They do not necessarily reflect the
views of Punit Dhillon or of any editor or contributor, and they do not represent the views of any company, board or organization any of them is or has
been affiliated with. Mind Club does not cover those organizations and is not based on nonpublic information from any of them. It may cover other
companies in the same industries.

Not advice. Mind Club is general information for a broad readership, published on a regular schedule and not tailored to any reader. Nothing in it is
investment, legal, tax or medical advice, or a recommendation to buy, sell or hold any security. Torpedo Publishing LLC is not a registered investment
adviser or broker-dealer. Torpedo Publishing LLC, its owners, editors and contributors, and people connected to them, may hold positions in
companies mentioned. Mind Club is free and receives no payment from any company it covers. Forward-looking statements, whether from
companies, analysts or the brief itself, may not come true, and briefs are not updated after they are sent. Products described in clinical items are
investigational unless a brief says otherwise. Do your own research and consult a licensed professional before making any decision.

Sources and links. Briefs summarize and link to original reporting, filings and papers, which belong to their publishers and remain the authoritative
versions. A link is not an endorsement.

Corrections. Found an error? Reply to the email or write to pdmc@punitdhillon.com. Material corrections are noted in a later edition.

No warranty; limit of liability. Mind Club is provided as is, without warranties of any kind. To the fullest extent the law allows, Torpedo Publishing LLC
and its owners, managers, editors, contributors and agents are not liable for any loss arising from use of Mind Club or from decisions made on the
basis of it.

Terms and copyright. Use of Mind Club is subject to the Terms of Use at punitdhillon.com/mindclub/terms. © 2026 Torpedo Publishing LLC. You may
forward an edition whole and unaltered. Any other republication needs written permission.

@ MIND CLUB  GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE - EDITION 002 - 10.03.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 32


https://dirco.gov.za/statement-on-the-us-special-refugee-programme/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/04/adjusting-imports-of-pharmaceuticals-and-pharmaceutical-ingredients-into-the-united-states/
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R49349.html
https://www.transparencycoalition.ai/news/gov-newsom-wraps-california-term-by-enacting-11-more-laws-on-ai-safety
https://www.staussfirm.com/2026/10/01/californias-2026-privacy-and-ai-bills-what-newsom-signed-and-vetoed/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/feds/disentangling-the-effects-of-the-2018-2019-tariffs-on-a-globally-connected-us-manufacturing-sector.htm
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2631903/china-says-dialogue-with-us-important-pathway-for-advancing-ai
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/21/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-secures-voluntary-commitments-from-leading-artificial-intelligence-companies-to-manage-the-risks-posed-by-ai/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/frontier-ai-safety-commitments-ai-seoul-summit-2024/frontier-ai-safety-commitments-ai-seoul-summit-2024
https://history.hanover.edu/courses/excerpts/261kaut.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthashastra
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/friedrich-hayek/
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.103.6.2121
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-06-2020-10th-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-declared-over-vigilance-against-flare-ups-and-support-for-survivors-must-continue
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.gazetadopovo.com.br/eleicoes/2026/pesquisa-eleitoral-2026/datafolha-presidente-outubro-2026-2/
https://revistaempreende.com.br/atlasintel-lula-flavio-bolsonaro-pesquisa-presidente-2026/
https://fiftyplusone.news/polls/generic-ballot/generic-ballot
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/markets?slug=us-iran-hormuz-agreement-by-october-31
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/markets?slug=strait-of-hormuz-traffic-returns-to-normal-by-december-31
https://gamma-api.polymarket.com/public-search?q=Ebola
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/whatsinblue/2026/09/fourth-security-council-straw-poll-on-un-secretary-general-candidates.php
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/24/sudan-army-chief-rejects-truce-proposal-citing-uae-role
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/24/rsf-announces-unilateral-three-month-humanitarian-truce-in-sudan
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20251016_ACAPS_Sudan_-_Challenges_and_opportunities_for_Khartoum_state_emergency_response_rooms_.pdf
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/us/2026/09/14/wfp-warns-sudan-food-aid-could-be-cut-within-weeks-as-20-million-face-acute-hunger/
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SH.HIV.INCD.TL?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/SI.POV.DDAY?format=json
https://api.worldbank.org/v2/country/WLD/indicator/EG.ELC.ACCS.ZS?format=json
https://goalkeepers.gatesfoundation.org/report/2026-report/
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(26)01380-2
https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-helsinki/
https://arxiv.org/abs/2609.02013
https://arxiv.org/abs/2609.02013
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/lawfare-daily--did-washington-walk-into-beijing-s-trap--xi-s-state-visit-with-jonathan-czin
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/lawfare-daily--did-washington-walk-into-beijing-s-trap--xi-s-state-visit-with-jonathan-czin
https://bookriot.com/new-book-releases-september-29-2026/
https://bookriot.com/new-book-releases-september-29-2026/
https://leadstories.com/hoax-alert/2026/09/fact-check-trumps-super-intelligence-accord-did-misspell-countrys-name-as-unites-states.html
https://fortune.com/2026/09/29/trumps-new-ai-website-america-gov-said-biden-won-2020then-the-white-house-made-the-chatbot-stop-answering/
https://fullfact.org/world/Japan-anti-Islam-laws-false/
https://sacred-texts.com/cfu/menc/menc06.htm
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/mencius/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2265052
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selectorate_theory

SOURCES Hﬂ

ALSO FROM MIND CLUB TWO MORE BRIEFS - FREE

READ LESS.
KNOW MORE.

You're reading one of three Mind Club briefs. The other two work the

same way: primary sources first, every claim labeled, and a red team on

the obvious read.

EARLY MORNING

MIND CLUB

BIOTECH BRIEF

%

Biotech & Pharma Intelligence

The deals, financings, trial readouts and FDA
moves worth your time, what they mean, and the
case against the obvious read.

O Five things to know
O Deals, financings and readouts
O Policy and regulatory watch

O Catalyst radar

SCIENCE

ADD A BRIEF. IT'S FREE.

EVENING

MIND CLUB

AI & TECHNOLOGY BRIEF

Al & Technology Intelligence

What the big labs shipped, which agents and tools
hold up, and a thing or two worth trying the next
day. The jargon gets explained.

O What changed today
O What you can use tomorrow
O Al x biotech

O The Decoder: Al jargon in plain English

[EP BUSINESS

Know someone who'd use this
one? Forward it. They can join at

punitdhillon.com/mindclub the same link.

disclaimer is on the previous page.

Mind Club briefs are generated by Al and published by Torpedo Publishing LLC. Information only; not investment, legal, tax or medical advice. The full

M]N])CLUB GLOBAL CITIZEN & WORLDVIEW INTELLIGENCE

EDITION 002 - 10.03.2026 AI-GENERATED PAGE 33


https://punitdhillon.com/mindclub/
https://punitdhillon.com/mindclub/
https://punitdhillon.com/mindclub/

	00  At a glance
	01  The world in 5 minutes
	01B  The view from elsewhere
	02  Global human impact dashboard
	03  Three issues worth understanding deeply
	04  Follow the power
	05  Where the discourse is happening
	06  Policy & law tracker
	07  The argument map
	07B  Red Team / Blue Team
	08  Ideological Turing test
	09  Forecasting lab
	10  Intervention vs. non-intervention
	11  Human progress
	12  One conversation worth having
	13  Intellectual cross-training
	14  What we may have missed
	15  Signal vs. noise
	16  Philosophy lens
	17  Political science lens
	18  This week in five sentences

